
 

SCA Public Issues Committee 
MINUTES 

July 11, 2018 – 7:00 PM 
Renton City Hall 

1055 S Grady Way, Renton WA 98057 
 

1. Welcome and Roll Call 
PIC Chair Council President Ed Prince, Renton, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  
28 cities had representation (Attachment A). Guests present included Councilmember Janice 
Zahn, Bellevue (PIC Alternate); Councilmember Davina Duerr, Bothell (PIC Alternate); 
Councilmember Nancy Tosta, Burien (PIC Alternate); Deputy Mayor Jay Arnold, Kirkland (PIC 
Alternate); Councilmember Paula Waters, Woodinville; Colleen Kelly, City of Redmond staff; 
Alex Herzog, City of Woodinville staff; Kelly Rider, King County staff; Alison Mendiola, King 
County Council staff; Jenny Huston, King County Executive Office staff.  
 
Councilmember John Stokes, Bellevue (PIC Member), arrived at 7:09 PM. Councilmember Chris 
Roberts, Shoreline (PIC Member), arrived at 7:17 PM. Councilmember Kate Kruller, Tukwila ( PIC 
Member) arrived later in the meeting.  
 
2. Public Comment 
Chair Prince asked if any member of the public would like to provide any public comment. 
Seeing none, Chair Prince closed the public comment portion of the meeting. 
 
3. Approval of the June 13, 2018 Minutes 
Chair Prince asked if there were any edits to the June 13, 2018 PIC minutes.  
 
Hank Margeson, Redmond, moved, seconded by Christie Malchow, Sammamish, to approve 
the May 9, 2018 PIC minutes. There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
4. Chair’s Report  
Chair Prince reported that traditionally the August PIC meeting is canceled.    
 
Nancy Backus, Auburn, moved, seconded by Hank Margeson, Redmond, to cancel the August 
PIC meeting. There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Chair Prince noted that the “Did You Know” item for this month recognized Kenmore's 20th 
Anniversary. Chair Prince asked for a volunteer for the September “Did You Know” item. Mayor 
Nancy Backus, Auburn, volunteered. 
 
Chair Prince reported that the process for regional board and committee appointments is 
coming up and asked members to start thinking about who they want to represent their cities 
on regional boards and committees. Chair Prince noted that it is important to try not to have 
two people from the same city apply for the same board or committee. He reported on 
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Renton’s process for making appointments. Director Dawson noted that the call for 
nominations will be sent as early as possible, potentially in August, and that applications will be 
due in October.  
 
5. Executive Director’s Report 
Executive Director Dawson reported that SCA will be hosting a Partner Forum with CenturyLink 
on cybersecurity and distributed a handout. Councilmember Hank Margeson, Redmond, asked 
if city staff are able to attend the Partner Forum. Director Dawson noted that the forum will be 
limited to SCA members, and confirmed that staff from member cities are invited to attend the 
Partner Forums.  
 
Council President Tola Marts, Issaquah, asked when nominations for regional board and 
committee appointments will be due. Director Dawson stated that nominations will be due in 
October and an update on the exact due date will be provided with the call for nominations.  
 
Director Dawson reported that the Finance Committee met on July 9, 2018 and heard a 
presentation from King County Budget Director Dwight Dively on the upcoming 2019-2020 
biennial County budget. PIC members Hank Margeson, Redmond; Nancy Backus, Auburn; and 
Leanne Guier, Pacific, were at the Finance Committee meeting and heard the budget 
presentation.  Dawson reported that the County noted structural challenges due to the State-
imposed revenue growth limit on property taxes. Dawson reported that a majority of the 
general fund goes toward criminal justice and they are looking at potential cuts in that area of 
the budget. Dawson reported that SCA will be monitoring the County budget and will have a 
follow up meeting with Dwight Dively in September before the County Executive makes his 
recommendation on the County budget. Dawson offered to send the King County Budget 
presentation to PIC members upon request.  
 
Director Dawson reported that SCA has started working on the 2019 budget and member dues. 
Per Board Policies, member assessments are calculated using population and CPI-W June to 
June with a cap of 3%. The Finance Committee directed staff to send estimated assessments to 
members as soon as the information is available so cities can plan ahead. The SCA budget and 
dues are formally adopted by the membership at the Annual Meeting later in the year.  
 
Director Dawson reported that King 5 News recently did a feature on the City of Maple Valley. 
Mayor Sean Kelly, Maple Valley, noted that King 5 has also done a feature on the City of 
Issaquah and will be doing features of other local cities. 
 
Director Dawson reported that there is a committee reviewing SCA’s Bylaws and Policies. PIC 
members Ed Prince, Renton; Hank Margeson, Redmond; and Catherine Stanford, Lake Forest 
Park, serve on this committee. The Bylaws provide that the PIC Chair may serve up to two 
consecutive one-year terms. Director Dawson asked PIC members for feedback on whether 
members preferred to limit this to one term. Council President, Tola Marts, Issaquah, said that 
he liked the idea of the Chair being able to serve for up to two years, as the first year is spent 
getting up to speed. Mayor Sean Kelly, Maple Valley, asked if the Vice Chair automatically 
moves to the Chair position. Director Dawson provided that while the Vice Chair does not 
always become the Chair, it is common practice. Council President Bill Boyce, Kent, agreed that 
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allowing a Chair to serve for two years is a good idea. He noted that two years is consistent with 
how many cities structure council president terms.  
 
6. Regional Board and Committee Appointments 
PIC Nominating Committee Chair Leanne Guier gave a report from the July 6, 2018 meeting of 
the PIC Nominating Committee.  
 
Leanne Guier, Pacific, moved, seconded by Chris Roberts, Shoreline, to recommend that the 
Board appoint Redmond Council President Angela Birney, to the member seat on the 
Regional Policy Committee, and to appoint Bothell Councilmember James McNeal to the 
alternate seat on the Regional Policy Committee. There was no discussion. The motion passed 
unanimously.   
 
Director Dawson reported that King County gave SCA a member seat on the 4Culture Task 
Force. The Board appointed an interim staff member from Kent to fill this seat until the call for 
nominations process could be conducted. The PIC Nominating Committee viewed this as a  staff 
committee and recommended that applicants for this Task Force be reviewed directly by the 
Board of Directors at their July 18, 2018 meeting for appointment. There was no objection to 
this proposed process. Dawson noted that the Executive’s Office has agreed with SCA’s request 
to also name an alternate to the Task Force.  
 
7. Regional Affordable Housing Task Force 
SCA Senior Policy Analyst Brian Parry reported on recommendations under consideration by the 
Regional Affordable Housing Task Force. At the most recent meeting of the Task Force, held on 
June 29, members reviewed discussion drafts of potential recommendations, including local 
and regional goals, strategies, potential new revenue, and governance. Parry noted that a series 
of public meetings to review the draft recommendations of the Task Force originally scheduled 
for mid-July have been postponed and will be rescheduled in September to allow the Task Force 
more time to work through its recommendations. 
 
The PIC discussed the draft goals and strategies at the June meeting, and Parry said the SCA 
Caucus to the Task Force asked in particular that PIC members provide input on the potential 
Task Force recommendations related to funding and governance.  
 
Parry said that affordable housing providers in the region have told the Task Force that 
increasing funding for preservation and rehabilitation, building new affordable units, and rent 
subsidies should be a priority recommendation from the Task Force as having the biggest 
impact to address the affordable housing crisis. Parry said that potential funding 
recommendations included in Task Force materials for its June 29 meeting identified several 
countywide sources for new funding for which the Task Force could recommend pursuing 
authority from the state to approve or propose to voters in King County. Parry said that these 
were listed as potential countywide sources of funding because of the Task Force’s focus on 
regional efforts, but that alternatively the Task Force could recommend that new authority be 
given to cities to determine which, if any, new funding options would work for their 
communities. Parry said that recommending the state legislature authorize more affordable 
housing funding options for cities would be consistent with the 2018 SCA legislative agenda. 
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Parry asked PIC members to provide feedback on whether the SCA Caucus to the Task Force 
should support a recommendation consistent with the SCA legislative agenda, and also if there 
were funding options included in the draft Task Force recommendations that should be 
prioritized or removed from the list of options under consideration. 
 
Parry said that at the June 29 meeting the Task Force also discussed how the region could 
better govern development and implementation of affordable housing policies going forward. 
The Task Force discussed existing affordable housing policies and spending in King County, the 
bodies involved in those processes, and how the system could be improved. Parry said ideas 
discussed included adding a new regional committee to the King County Charter with authority 
to affect affordable housing policies and plans, expanding the role of existing regional 
committees, or creating a regional body in some other form with representation from cities and 
the county. Parry said that the Task Force would be considering options at its next meeting on 
July 26 based on the strategies recommended by the Task Force and how they can best be 
implemented. 
 
Parry said the next meeting of the Task Force will take place on July 26 at 10:00 AM at the 
Mercer Island Community Center. 
 
Councilmember Tola Marts, Issaquah, said that fundamentally it is a good idea to have a 
regional body working to create regional solutions to ensure efforts are coordinated. He said 
that the details of how such a committee is created would be very important, and that typically 
there is more value to a governing body when it has authority over both policy and funding 
decisions. 
 
Councilmember Sheree Wen, Medina, asked whether the funding recommendations under 
consideration by the Task Force included funding from the federal government. Parry said the 
current list of options in Task Force materials for new revenue are primarily focused on local 
options, but that federal funding and low income tax credits are a significant source of 
affordable housing in the region.  
 
Executive Director Deanna Dawson said that Mayor David Baker, Kenmore, could not be at the 
PIC meeting but provided feedback that he is stressing to the Task Force that their 
recommendations should prioritize efforts to address the affordable housing needs of seniors 
and those earning 30 percent of area median income and below. 
 
Councilmember Toby Nixon, Kirkland, said that any new body to govern affordable housing 
policy and spending should be carefully organized to ensure there is equitable representation. 
He also noted that depending on the role and responsibilities of the body, consideration should 
be given to whether its members should be separately elected.   
 
Mayor Christie Malchow, Sammamish, said that the Sammamish City Council discussed the 
potential revenue recommendations being considered by the Task Force and that there was 
some support for a sales tax exemption or other incentives to build affordable housing, but that 
there was not support for new taxes. 
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Councilmember John Stokes, Bellevue, said that he is a Task Force member on behalf of SCA. He 
noted the huge need for affordable housing in the region, and asked whether members 
supported the Task Force focusing its recommendations on those earning below 30 percent of 
area median income. He said that those earning the lowest incomes are at the greatest risk of 
becoming homeless. He said that he would like to see affordable housing policies overseen by a 
body that is more action-oriented than what he has experienced from serving on the King 
County Regional Policy Committee. He said Water Resource Inventory Area 8, established by 
interlocal agreement, may be a good model to follow. He said the Task Force was still 
considering what authority was needed to move affordable housing policies forward, and that 
SCA could have a really positive impact on how the region works together.  
 
Mayor Ken Hearing, North Bend, said that he agrees with Mayor Baker that the region should 
focus its efforts on those earning 30 percent of area median income and below.  
 
Councilmember Chris Roberts, Shoreline, said that it is difficult to provide input on a model that 
should govern regional housing policy without knowing exactly what authority such a body may 
have. Executive Director Deanna Dawson said that the roles and responsibilities of how regional 
affordable housing policy is governed moving forward is part of the Task Force discussion and 
that PIC members could provide input on what authority they think would benefit the region. 
 
Councilmember Hank Margeson, Redmond, said that he shared the concerns expressed by 
Mayor Malchow about new revenue sources, but that pursuing an increase to the Housing 
Trust Fund or other state sources of funding for affordable housing may be worthwhile. He said 
that he likes the goals and strategies identified by the Task Force in general, and that any new 
committee or governing body overseeing affordable housing policy will need to show results 
and not just add costs to the system. 
 
8. Responsible Recycling Task Force 
SCA Policy Analyst Cynthia Foley provided a report on a set of recycling import restrictions from 
China called the “National Sword.” The policies require that imported recyclables arrive market-
ready, with low contamination. The new standards essentially result in a ban on the import of 
unsorted paper and mixed number 3 through 7 plastics.  
 
Foley reported that the Solid Waste Division convened the Responsible Recycling Taskforce. The 
role of the group is defined as identifying ways to strengthen recyclables markets, reduce 
contamination, and improve the quality and quantity of recyclable materials through more 
uniform city and county recycling approaches, education and outreach, and other means. 
 
Foley noted that the Taskforce plans to share preliminary recommendations as they are 
developed. A draft recommendation advises removing shredded paper and plastic bags from 
recycling lists. These materials are can be challenging to separate from comingled recyclables, 
and are likely to become mixed with and therefore contaminate other recyclable commodities.  
 
Foley said that an additional communications work group is developing messaging about new 
recycling rules to reduce public confusion about what is recyclable. These should be completed 
by August. Messages will advise that household recycling is “clean, dry and empty.” This is 
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intended to keep out moisture from paper goods, allowing them to make it to market with less 
contamination.  Additionally, messaging is expected to include a list of commonly recycled 
items and the message: “when in doubt, find out.” This message will advise that referring to 
your city or hauler for more information regarding what is recyclable. The communications 
group would value the participation of communications staff from cities. 
 
Foley summarized that the taskforce also reviewed models for incorporating recycling costs into 
solid waste rates and contracts. Currently, haulers have increased processing cost due to 
slowed sorting lines. Some cities may be asked to pay additional charges to cover rising costs 
incurred due the impacts of National Sword. Some cities do not contract directly with haulers, 
and use rates set by the Washington Utility and Transportation Commission (WUTC). In King 
County, this applies to eight cities. Two hauling companies have requested permission from the 
WUTC to increase rates using surcharges in these cities. A whitepaper on surcharges should be 
available next week. Foley said that the taskforce reviewed models where cities collect the 
recycled commodity revenue. She noted that the proposal by Epicenter Services, referenced in 
the memo on page 39, is being revised. Also, where it says fixed rate in the same section of the 
memo, it should say base rate, because this could fluctuate with inflation or other factors.  
 
Foley reported that several cities have granted disposal waivers to a local hauler. The waivers 
allow disposal of some collected recyclable materials. She said that the Solid Waste Division 
recommended that if waivers are used, they should: establish clear start and end dates; limit 
disposed recyclable commodities to materials affected by overseas import restrictions; and 
require reporting of the type and quantity of materials disposed and where they are disposed. 
The Solid Waste Division put together a document on waivers.  
 
Foley said that the Responsible Recycling Taskforce will meet on July 18. The recycling 
communications group will meet on July 19. She invited the PIC to discuss making the 
uniformity in recycling practices, developing recycling markets, and the impact of changing 
market conditions on rates. 
 
Councilmember Hank Margeson, Redmond, commented that this group was initially described 
as developing a report to increase understanding of the topic, but is now making policy 
recommendations. This seems like a more appropriate role for SWAC and MSWMAC. He noted 
that more communication about the need for clean, empty, and dry recyclables would benefit 
the public.  
 
Mayor Christie Malchow, Sammamish, agreed that communication to households on the issue 
of clean, empty, and dry recyclables is key.  
 
Councilmember Benson Wong, Mercer Island, shared that a hauler will be providing education 
on the topic at a celebration on Mercer Island this weekend. He noted that Mercer Island will 
be in negotiations soon to renew their hauler contract and they are using the rate structure 
being developed by Epicenter Services. He said that he would update anyone interested in the 
progress of this effort. 
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9. Homelessness Update 
SCA Senior Policy Analyst Ellie Wilson-Jones provided an update on regional initiatives related 

to homelessness. In June, One Table Co-Chairs Auburn Mayor Nancy Backus, King County 

Executive Dow Constantine, and Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan released an update on the work of 

One Table including six action statements, listed on page 48 of the PIC Packet, that are intended 

to impact the root causes of homelessness. In releasing these action statements, the co-chairs 

also announced a series of steps they would be taking in their jurisdictions and regionally to 

address homelessness. Those steps, detailed in a press release, include a proposal by Executive 

Constantine to bond against future hotel-motel tax revenues to generate an additional $100 

million for affordable housing units for people earning between 30 and 80 percent AMI. The co-

chairs have scheduled the next One Table meeting for July 31, and the focus will be on next 

steps for implementing the One Table recommendations.  

Wilson-Jones also reported on the work of a Homeless System Governance Workgroup, that 

has been formed to review the existing system governing homeless policy and investments and 

study alternative governance models. SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson is participating in 

the workgroup, which also includes representatives for the county, City of Seattle, and All 

Home. Wilson-Jones highlighted the desired outcomes for the workgroup process, listed on 

page 42 of PIC Packet, and proposed system accountability measures, listed on page 43. 

Wilson-Jones concluded by noting that the All Home Annual Conference was held July 11 prior 

to the PIC meeting. The conference brought together members serving on All Home’s 

Coordinating Board and advisory committees as well as other stakeholders and community 

members. The conference featured remarks on the state of homelessness in King County and 

discussion about the current system for governing homeless services and investments and 

governance models utilized by other communities throughout the country.  

SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson provided a further report on the work of the Homeless 

System Governance Workgroup. The workgroup has met twice and will be meeting every two 

weeks through the fall. Dawson noted that she will be seeking SCA member feedback 

throughout the process and encouraged members and city staff to provide her with input into 

current challenges and proposed changes. Members of the SCA Executive Committee met with 

Executive Constantine prior to the PIC meeting and discussed the need to involve business and 

philanthropy in discussion of future governance structures and how to better coordinate  

 
10. Healthy Housing Guideline and Recommendation 
SCA Senior Policy Analyst Ellie Wilson-Jones reported on the Healthy Housing Guideline and 
Recommendation, included on page 57 of the PIC Packet, approved by the Board of Health in 
June. Development of the Guideline and Recommendation began in 2014, with several 
iterations having been reviewed by stakeholders including city staff, prior to adoption of the 
final document by the Board of Health. The adopted Guideline and Recommendation is 
advisory in nature and is intended to provide a menu of policy options for communities wishing 
to improve the quality of their housing stock and linked health outcomes. Wilson-Jones noted 
that the Guideline and Recommendation speaks to the significance that housing quality has for 
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health outcomes and references related health impacts, such as asthma, lead poisoning, falls, 
and fire. The Guideline and Recommendation also acknowledges the role that the lack of 
affordable housing options plays in health outcomes and the tension between housing quality 
and affordability. The adopted Guideline and Recommendation consists of two sections—Local 
Policy Actions and Cross Sector Partnership Opportunities. In each section, Board of Health 
guidelines related to housing quality and healthy communities are outlined and more specific 
Board of Health recommendations are then offered for each guideline.  
 
Councilmember Chris Roberts, Shoreline, highlighted reporting by the LA Times regarding 
negative health impacts that people leaving near freeways experience due to air pollution. 
Roberts asked whether the Board of Health considered the impact of highways on air quality 
and health when developing the Guideline and Recommendation. Wilson-Jones noted that the 
Guideline and Recommendation does not specifically reference air quality impacts from 
proximity to freeways, but does speak at a high level to community planning.  
 
Deputy Mayor Erin Sitterley, SeaTac, noted that air quality impacts are an area of interest for 
SCA Board of Health members and spoke to an ongoing study—the Mobile ObserVations of 
Ultrafine Particles (MOV-UP) Study—related to air quality impacts from SeaTac airport. Sitterley 
spoke to the value she sees in the Healthy Housing Guideline and Recommendation as a tool for 
her city as it looks for ways to respond to community requests that it address housing quality 
and health impacts.  
 

11. Future Levies and Ballot Measures 
SCA Senior Policy Analyst Brian Parry provided an update on future levies and ballot measures 
in King County. Parry noted that two measures will be on the ballot in August 2018: renewal of 
the King County Automated Fingerprint Identification System levy, and an operations levy to 
support South King Fire and Rescue.  
 
Council President Bill Boyce, Kent said the City of Kent is not considering a utility tax measure 
and that reference to one should be removed from future updates. 
 
Councilmember Sheree Wen, Medina, said that recent hacking of public data highlighted the 
importance of protecting this information and that she hoped this was considered as part of the 
proposed renewal to the Automatic Fingerprint Identification System levy. 
 
12. Potential Upcoming SCA Issues  
Executive Director Dawson reported that the pre-PIC workshops and trainings for the 
remainder of 2018 are on the following topics: Open Public Meetings Act (September); 
Emergency Management (October); and Social Media (November).  
 
13. Informational Item 

a. Local Hazardous Waste Management Program Rate 
Chair Prince noted that there is an informational item on the Local Hazardous Waste 
Management Program Rate.   
 
14. Upcoming Events 
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In addition to items listed on the PIC agenda, Director Dawson reported that there will be 
Women's Leadership Event hosted by Normandy Park Councilmember Sue-Ann Hohimer on 
September 15th in Normandy Park. A Save the Date for this event will be sent.  
 
15. For the Good of the Order 
Chair Prince asked if PIC members had anything to report for Good of the Order.  
 
Councilmember Toby Nixon, Kirkland, reported that the County Council appointed the Charter 
Review Commission and invited members to send him ideas of things they think need to be 
changed. Director Dawson noted that SCA Senior Policy Analyst Brian Parry will be tracking the 
Charter Review Commission and will bring back formal information. Nixon said that the first 
meeting is scheduled for the end of July and they will begin developing a timeline and public 
outreach. Maple Valley Mayor Sean Kelly will also serve on the Charter Review Commission.  
 
Councilmember Hank Margeson, Redmond, noted that this weekend is the Derby Days 
celebration in Redmond. There will be a barbeque on Friday and fireworks on Saturday.  
 
Councilmember Kate Kruller, Tukwila, noted that the Seattle SeaWolves recently won the Rugby 
National Championship in their inaugural season. Kruller was present for the Championship. 
 

16. Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:22 PM.  
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Public Issues Committee Meeting 
July 11, 2018 

 

City Representative Alternate 

Algona Dave Hill Bill Thomas 

Auburn  Nancy Backus John Holman 

Beaux Arts Village Tom Stowe Aletha Howes 

Bellevue John Stokes Janice Zahn 

Black Diamond Janie Edelman Tamie Deady 

Bothell  James McNeal Davina Duerr 

Burien  Austin Bell Nancy Tosta 

Carnation Dustin Green Kim Lisk 

Clyde Hill  Barre Seibert  George Martin 

Covington  Fran Hollums Joseph Cimaomo, Jr. 

Des Moines Traci Buxton Matt Mahoney 

Duvall  Michelle Hogg Jennifer Knaplund 

Enumclaw Anthony Wright Mike Sando 

Federal Way Lydia Assefa-Dawson Martin Moore 

Hunts Point Joseph Sabey  

Issaquah Tola Marts Chris Reh 

Kenmore David Baker Nigel Herbig 

Kent Bill Boyce Toni Troutner 

Kirkland Toby Nixon Jay Arnold 

Lake Forest Park Catherine Stanford Tom French 

Maple Valley  Sean Kelly Linda Johnson 

Medina Sheree Wen Alex Morcos 

Mercer Island  Benson Wong Tom Acker 

Milton  Shanna Styron Sherrell Mary Tompkins 

Newcastle  Allen Dauterman Carol Simpson 

Normandy Park  Sue-Ann Hohimer Jonathan Chicquette 

North Bend Ross Loudenback Ken Hearing 

Pacific Leanne Guier David Storaasli 

Redmond Hank Margeson Angela Birney 

Renton  Ed Prince Armondo Pavone 

Sammamish Christie Malchow Pam Stuart 

SeaTac Erin Sitterley Pam Fernald 

Shoreline  Chris Roberts Keith Scully 

Skykomish  Henry Sladek  

Snoqualmie  Katherine Ross Matt Larson 

Tukwila  Kate Kruller Zac Idan 

Woodinville   Susan Boundy-Sanders 

Yarrow Point Dicker Cahill  

SCA 
 

Deanna Dawson 
Brian Parry 
Ellie Wilson-Jones 

Cynthia Foley 
Caitlin Magee 

Voting members are highlighted in gray. Cities represented are bolded. 
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