SCA Public Issues Committee
AGENDA
July 11, 2018 – 7:00 PM
Renton City Hall

1. Welcome and Roll Call – Ed Prince, Renton, Chair

2 minutes

2. Public Comment – Ed Prince, Renton, Chair

10 minutes

3. Approval of Minutes – June 13, 2018 Meeting
Page 5

2 minutes

4. Chair’s Report – Ed Prince, Renton, Chair

5 minutes

5. Executive Director’s Report – Deanna Dawson, SCA Executive Director

10 minutes

6. Regional Board and Committee Appointments
ACTION
Page 29
Leanne Guier, PIC Nominating Committee Chair
7. Regional Affordable Housing Task Force
DISCUSSION
Page 31
Brian Parry, Senior Policy Analyst
8. Responsible Recycling Task Force
DISCUSSION
Page 37
Cynthia Foley, Policy Analyst
9. Homelessness Update
UPDATE
Page 41
Ellie Wilson-Jones, Senior Policy Analyst
10. Healthy Housing Guideline and Recommendation
UPDATE
Page 5ϱ
Ellie Wilson-Jones, Senior Policy Analyst
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15 minutes

10 minutes

10 minutes
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11. Future Levies and Ballot Measures in King County
UPDATE
Page 6ϳ
Brian Parry, Senior Policy Analyst
12. Potential Upcoming SCA Issues
UPDATE
Page 6ϵ
Deanna Dawson, SCA Executive Director

5 minutes

5 minutes

13. Informational Item
a. Local Hazardous Waste Management Program Rate
14. Upcoming Events
a. SCA Partner Forum: Cyber Security – Wednesday, August 1, 2018 – 4:30 PM – Mercer Island
Community Center
b. SCA Public Issues Committee Meeting – Wednesday, August 8, 2018 – 7:00 PM – Renton City
Hall – (Subject to cancellation upon action of the PIC)
c. SCA Networking Dinner – Wednesday, September 5, 2018 – 5:30 PM
d. SCA Public Issues Committee Meeting – Wednesday, September 12, 2018 – 7:00 PM (6:00 PrePIC Workshop) – Renton City Hall
15. For the Good of the Order
16. Adjourn
Did You Know?
Kenmore is celebrating their 20th Anniversary this year!
From it’s earliest days, the Kenmore area boasted an active and colorful business community, and by
1995, Kenmore had a resident population of about 17,000. The area was still an unincorporated part
of King County and occasionally chafed at the unending prospect of being governed by “downtown
Seattle”. An organized and motived community group of around 20 members volunteered for a year,
conducting a true grassroots effort and utilizing a phone bank set up at Plywood Supply. In 1996, the
measure passed with an overwhelming 70% and no formal opposition. Kenmore became an official city
on August 31, 1998. The total cost of the organizing effort was $18,562…a fraction of the cost that
other communities spent on incorporation efforts. The Kenmore community will celebrate with a large
#WhyILoveKenmore Summer Party and 20th Anniversary Celebration on August 25, 2018 at their new
Town Square. Learn more at kenmorewa.gov/events.
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Sound Cities Association
Mission
To provide leadership through advocacy, education, mutual support and
networking to cities in King County as they act locally and
partner regionally to create livable vital communities.

Vision
To be the most influential advocate for cities, effectively collaborating
to create regional solutions.

Values
SCA aspires to create an environment that fosters mutual support, respect, trust,
fairness and integrity for the greater good of the association and its membership.
SCA operates in a consistent, inclusive, and transparent manner that
respects the diversity of our members and encourages open discussion
and risk-taking.
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SCA Public Issues Committee
MINUTES

June 13, 2018 – 7:00 PM
Renton City Hall
1055 S Grady Way, Renton WA 98057
1. Welcome and Roll Call
PIC Chair Council President Ed Prince, Renton, called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM.
30 cities had representation (Attachment A). Guests present included Council President Angela
Birney, Redmond (PIC Alternate); Councilmember Linda Olson, Maple Valley; Deputy Mayor
Davina Duerr, Bothell (PIC Alternate); Councilmember Pam Stuart, Sammamish (PIC Alternate);
Jenny Huston, King County Executive Office staff; Doug Levy, City of Renton consultant;
Councilmember Bruce Bassett, Mercer Island; Mike Huddleston, King County Council staff;
Councilmember Tom Agnew, Bothell; Councilmember Nancy Tosta, Burien (PIC Alternate);
Colleen Kelly, City of Redmond staff; and Alex Herzog, City of Woodinville staff.
2. Public Comment
Chair Prince asked if any member of the public would like to provide any public comment.
Seeing none, Chair Prince closed the public comment portion of the meeting.
3. Approval of the May 9, 2018 Minutes
Chair Prince asked if there were any edits to the May 9, 2018 PIC minutes.
Council President Bill Boyce, Kent, moved, seconded by Councilmember Hank Margeson,
Redmond, to approve the May 9, 2018 PIC minutes. There was no discussion. The motion
passed unanimously.
4. Chair’s Report
Chair Prince reported that SCA will be hosting its second Partner Forum on the topic of Cyber
Security. The event will be sponsored by SCA partner CenturyLink and held at Mercer Island
Community Center, with further details to be finalized. Members are encouraged to contact
SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson with panelist suggestions.
Chair Prince reported that he; Board and PIC members Councilmember Hank Margeson,
Redmond, and Deputy Mayor Catherine Stanford, Lake Forest Park; and Executive Director
Deanna Dawson are conducting a review of SCA’s organizational documents including the SCA
Bylaws, Board Policies, and PIC Operating Policies. Updates to the organizational documents
will be brought to PIC for feedback.
Chair Prince reported that SCA will be having a briefing on the King County Budget with King
County Budget Director Dwight Dively. PIC will be briefed and get updates on the budget
process. Chair Prince asked if any PIC members were interested in participating in the review of

July 11, 2018

Item 3: Draft Minutes

Page 5 of 73

the County Budget. Councilmember Joe Cimaomo, Jr., Covington, and Mayor Sean Kelly, Maple
Valley, indicated their interest.
Chair Prince reported that the King County Charter Review Committee is being constituted and
will begin meeting this summer, and asked PIC members to indicate if they were interested in
that process.
Chair Prince reported that Woodinville Mayor and PIC member Bernie Talmas has resigned as
he is moving out of the City of Woodinville. His resignation creates a vacancy on the Regional
Policy Committee for which SCA will be sending a call for nominations.
5. Executive Director’s Report
No Executive Director's report was given.
6. King County Land Conservation Initiative
SCA Senior Policy Analyst Brian Parry reported on the King County Land Conservation Initiative.
The Land Conservation Initiative was initially proposed by King County Executive Dow
Constantine in 2016 to accelerate the pace of programs for purchasing open space properties in
King County with a goal of preserving approximately 65,000 acres over the next 30 years. A
Land Conservation Advisory Group was formed to review the proposal and provided
recommendations related to funding options and the overall scope of the Initiative in a final
report in December 2017.
Parry said that Executive Constantine recently transmitted Ordinance 2018-0268 to the County
Council, which would implement two of the recommendations of the Advisory Group. The first
would change county financial policies to allow bonding against a greater portion of existing
Conservation Futures Tax funds to allow acquisitions to be made sooner. The second would
remove the requirement for applicants to provide matching funds for land conservation
acquisitions when proposed in areas that lack access to green space and also have lower
incomes and health metrics. The proposed ordinance does not include increasing the
Conservation Futures Tax levy in 2018 as was proposed by the Advisory Group. A revised
financial strategy released by the County in May recommends instead adding up to $0.02 to the
King County Parks Levy that is dedicated to funding the Initiative in addition to including up to
1-cent in the Parks Levy to support Operations and Maintenance of conservation properties as
recommended by the Advisory Group. In addition, later phases are proposed to be potentially
funded through an increase to the Conservation Futures Tax levy.
Parry noted that cities have indicated they highly value the funding that is provided by the
Parks Levy because of its flexibility and the ability to use those funds to support active
recreation, like ballfields and playground equipment, as well as to rehabilitate existing parks.
Parry said the King County Parks Levy is currently collected at a rate of $0.139 per $1,000 of
assessed value. It is a six-year levy, approved in 2013, that provides an average of nearly $70
million per year to support King County Parks, local parks and trails in cities, and the Woodland
Park Zoo. The levy currently funds approximately $6-$7 million per year in open space and
natural lands acquisition, and $1 million for stewardship of acquired lands. Cities in King County
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receive approximately $5 million per year for local parks system projects, with funding allocated
via formula based 50 percent on population and 50 percent on assessed value. In addition, the
levy funds approximately 80 percent of the King County Parks operating budget and provides
approximately $5 million per year to support the Woodland Park Zoo.
Parry said the plan for preparing the Parks Levy renewal has not been announced. In a briefing
to SCA staff, King County staff indicated the county may pursue a less formal levy development
process than in prior years. This could include engagement with various organizations, cities,
and stakeholders without convening a formal levy development task force as was done in 2012.
It is expected the county will develop a plan for levy renewal over the next several months,
providing an opportunity now for SCA cities to provide input on that process.
Councilmember Kate Kruller, Tukwila, asked for clarification about when the current King
County Parks Levy will expire. Parry said the levy will expire at the end of 2019 if not renewed
by voters.
Councilmember Janice Zahn, Bellevue, asked who is working on the details of any funding for
the Land Conservation Initiative in the Parks Levy and whether they would also be reviewing
the open space equity proposal. Parry said that the plan for developing the levy renewal
proposal is expected from the County Executive in the upcoming months. He said the open
space equity proposal is specific to the Conservation Futures Tax program, and would be
considered by the County Council as part of their deliberations on Ordinance 2018-0268.
Councilmember Traci Buxton, Des Moines, asked for additional clarification about the proposal
to eliminate the funding match requirements for open space equity properties. Parry said the
proposal transmitted to the County Council would eliminate the requirement that jurisdictions
provide a one-to-one match for requests for Conservation Futures Tax funds if the property
proposed for conservation is identified as a priority for open space equity. He said the Land
Conservation Advisory Group identified priority areas as having the following characteristics:
households that are not within one-quarter mile of publicly owned and accessible park,
greenspace, or trails; areas in the lowest one-third of all King County census tracts for
household income; and, areas in the highest one-third of all King County census tracts for rates
of chronic disease that can be, in part, mitigated by physical activity. Parry said the Advisory
Group recommended that significant effort be put toward public outreach and working with
communities to identify open space opportunities in the priority areas.
Councilmember Hank Margeson, Redmond, said that he was the SCA representative on the
Land Conservation Advisory Group. He said that the Advisory Group, in reviewing access to
open spaces in King County, found that there are communities that are open space “deserts”
and the Advisory Group recommendation is intended to remove a financial barrier to having
public open spaces for recreation in those areas. Margeson said the Advisory Group
recommended going to the voters to ask for funding through the Conservation Futures Tax levy,
but that county heard feedback about voter tax-fatigue and made a good decision not to
pursue the levy in 2018. He said the Advisory Group was not given the opportunity to review
the proposal to fund the Initiative through the Parks Levy. He said the Parks Levy is very
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important to maintaining county parks, and that the county should be cautious about anything
that might jeopardize public support for the levy.
Councilmember Chris Roberts, Shoreline, said that he would like clarification on whether the
open space equity priority areas map included in the Advisory Group recommendations is
static, or if the areas identified would change based on the health and income metrics. He said
the map appears to identify some areas in Shoreline that may be incorrect, but that it isn’t a
concern as long as the map is flexible based on the criteria.
Mayor Allen Dauterman, Newcastle, asked whether a map is available showing all of the high
conservation value lands identified as part of the Initiative. Parry responded that detailed
information is available from King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks Deputy
Director Bob Burns (bob.burns@kingcounty.gov).
7. Count Us In
SCA Senior Policy Analyst Ellie Wilson-Jones reported on the results of the 2018 point-in-time
count of people experiencing homelessness, known as Count Us In and previously called the
One Night Count. Presentation slides from Wilson-Jones’ staff report are provided as
Attachment B. A revised methodology adopted for the 2017 count has been carried forward for
2018, and this year’s results are considered comparable to 2017. The count consisted of four
components: a general street count conducted January 26, 2018; a focused, survey-based count
of unsheltered people under the age of 25; a sheltered count that included emergency shelter,
safe havens, and transitional housing; and a peer-conducted survey. Wilson-Jones noted that
the results in the count were released in a report on May 31, 2018 and that the Executive
Summary is included on page 35 of the PIC Packet (Note: The PIC Packet has been updated on
the SCA website to include graphics that were inadvertently omitted from the Executive
Summary in the version first distributed to the PIC).
There were an estimated 12,112 people experiencing homelessness in King County on the night
of January 26, 2018, a four percent increase from 2017. Fifty-two percent were unsheltered and
48 percent were sheltered, roughly reversing the percentages from 2017. While the overall
share of the unsheltered population grew to a majority of the total count in 2018, the number
of people who were in emergency shelter did nonetheless also increase from 2017. This is
because the sheltered category includes not just emergency shelter but also safe havens and
transitional housing. The region has been converting transitional housing to permanent housing
as a result of learnings about which housing interventions perform best and to position the
region more competitively in an annual federal funding competition. For those reasons, the
number of people in transitional housing decreased in 2018 and impacted the overall sheltered
total.
Wilson-Jones provided information about the sheltered counts by subregion as detailed in the
attached presentation, Attachment B, and noted that additional detail about the unsheltered
counts by subregion and by jurisdiction is included in the PIC Packet on pages 31 and 45
respectively. Cities may request briefings on the count results and more information about cityspecific findings by contacting All Home Acting Director Kira Zylstra
(kira.zylstra@allhomekc.org).
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Wilson-Jones distributed a handout, Attachment C, with an infographic summarizing the results
from Count Us In and key findings, including significant decreases in veteran homelessness
(down 31 percent from 2017) and homelessness among unaccompanied minors (down 22
percent from 2017). Increased investment and collaboration between all levels of government
and non-profit agencies are reported to have spurred this progress. The number of people
living in vehicles increased by 46 percent to 3,372 people, and the number of people living in
tents decreased by 14 percent to 1,337 people. Homelessness continues to disproportionally
impact people of color. Fifty-two percent of people experiencing homelessness identified as
people of color while people of color make up just 33 percent of King County’s general
population. The lack of affordable housing also continues to be a key factor with 98 percent of
survey respondents saying they would move into safe affordable housing if offered and 80
percent citing more affordable housing and rental assistance as key to ending their
homelessness.
Wilson-Jones also highlighted the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) as an
additional source of information about homelessness in the region. While Count Us In offers a
point-in-time snapshot, HMIS tracks the delivery of homeless services in King County
throughout the year. As shown on page 47 of the PIC Packet, more than 20,000 households
(about 30,000 individuals) experienced homelessness over the course of 2017, and more and
more people have been housed each year—averting even larger increases in each year’s pointin-time count but still failing to keep pace with the rate at which people are becoming
homeless.
Wilson-Jones also provided a summary of homeless student data for school districts in King
County drawn from the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction’s annual survey. WilsonJones noted that the survey utilizes the definition of homelessness found in the federal
McKinney-Vento act, which is broader than the federally-developed definition used for the
point-in-time count.
Wilson-Jones summarized recent analysis by the consulting firm McKinsey & Company, which
utilized prior years’ point-in-time counts, HMIS, and other local data to analyze homelessness
investments and what it would take to address the current crisis. McKinsey’s key findings are
included on Slide 10 of Wilson-Jones’ presentation, Attachment B. Wilson-Jones concluded by
acknowledging that the data regarding homelessness in King County can obscure the individual
realities of people experiencing homelessness and encouraged members to watch video from a
Seattle Times recent event featuring speakers who have experienced or been otherwise
impacted by homelessness. Video is available here.
Council President Tola Marts, Issaquah, requested more information about the decrease in
people in shelter between 2017 and 2018. Wilson-Jones clarified that that number of people in
emergency shelters did increase from 2017, but that the “sheltered” category also includes safe
havens and transitional housing and that there was a decrease in the number of people in
transitional housing due to a multi-year effort to convert those units into permanent housing
stock.
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Councilmember Traci Buxton, Des Moines, noted the decreases in homelessness among
veterans and unaccompanied minors between 2017 and 2018 and asked which populations
offset those decreases to account for the overall four percent increase in the number of people
estimated to be experiencing homelessness as of this year’s count. Wilson-Jones answered that
the overall estimate of 12,112 people experiencing homelessness as of this year’s count can be
broken down into three subpopulations based on household type: families, unaccompanied
minors, and single adults. There were decreases in homelessness among the families and
unaccompanied minors, but the number of single adults increased 8.5 percent from 8,585 in
2017 to 9,312 in 2018. Buxton highlighted that the HMIS chart, included on page 47 of the PIC
Packet, shows roughly equivalent entrances and exits into HMIS in 2015 and asked what set
2015 apart. Wilson-Jones noted that All Home staff have indicated that there were a number of
factors that distinguished 2015 from other years shown, including improvements in data
collection and the implementation of Coordinated Entry for All in 2016, which resulted in a
large influx of households requesting homeless services. Buxton reflected on the way that
increases in the number of people exiting to permanent housing has impacted the point-in-time
count, and Wilson-Jones confirmed that the annual point-in-time count would have found even
larger year-over-year increases in homelessness had additional permanent housing options not
come online in recent years.
Councilmember Janice Zahn, Bellevue, volunteered during the 2018 count and noted the
challenges with locating tents and people living in cars and how that impacts the data available
for policymakers. Zahn suggested seeking data improvements and noted the helpfulness of
having the Count Us In report to better understand homelessness across communities. Zahn
asked whether a plan has been identified for responding to the scope of homelessness
described in this year’s count report. Wilson-Jones noted that because of the challenges with
identifying people who are experiencing homelessness, the count report states that 12,112 is to
be considered a minimum for the number of people who were experiencing homelessness in
King County on January 26. Wilson-Jones said that resources and next steps that are scaled to
the scope of the current number of people experiencing homelessness in King County have not
been identified, but that the One Table effort has been focusing on the causes of homelessness
to prevent more people from falling into homelessness.
Councilmember Kate Kruller, Tukwila, noted her participation in Count Us In and underscored
the difficulties in attaining an accurate count. Kruller cited federal requirements impacting the
way Count Us In is conducted, but suggested that holding the count during better weather
months may produce more accurate results. She noted that student homelessness data from
the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction is a more reliable source because schools
know their students well.
Wilson-Jones provided members with an additional update that a work group is being formed
to look at the governance structure for the homelessness system. SCA Executive Director
Deanna Dawson is participating in the work group and will update members further once the
work group begins meeting.
8. Regional Affordable Housing Task Force
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SCA Senior Policy Analyst Brian Parry provided an update on the Regional Affordable Housing
Task Force. Parry said the King County Regional Affordable Housing Task Force, co-chaired by
Kenmore Mayor David Baker and King County Councilmember Claudia Balducci, began meeting
in July 2017 with the intent of establishing a regional planning effort with cities, nonprofit
agencies, and private partners to develop a plan to promote affordable housing.
A list of potential policy ideas has been identified by individual members of the Task Force,
Standing Advisory Panel, Staff Working Group, and community input over the course of their
meetings, and are included in the PIC Packet beginning on page 53. At the Task Force’s June 1
meeting, the Task Force reviewed this report, and began honing-in on policies that could form
the future recommendations of the Task Force. Parry said that based on discussion at the June
1 Task Force meeting, a co-chair proposal will be drafted for initial consideration by the full Task
Force at its next meeting on June 29.
Parry said that SCA representatives on the Task Force drafted discussion points to provide highlevel guidance to the development of the Task Force recommendations based in part on
previous input from PIC members and from the pre-PIC workshop held in May. Parry
encouraged PIC members to provide feedback on the discussion points (or guiding principles)
including areas of greatest priority, and he said this input will help SCA representatives as they
engage with other members of the Task Force to develop final recommendations.
SCA Caucus Guiding Principles:
• Greater transparency is needed with regard to how existing funding is being used to
support affordable housing development and preservation. This is especially critical
prior to the Task Force making any recommendations to increase taxes at the local level.
• Cities need assistance to implement affordable housing strategies, not mandates.
• Preservation of existing affordable housing needs to be prioritized. The region should
inventory current affordable housing stock and develop strategies to preserve those
units.
• The region is investing in high-capacity transit at historic levels. We should capitalize on
those investments to promote affordable housing, particularly around new light rail
stations.
• The region should actively measure what is being achieved by adopted affordable
housing policies and assign a body to track results over time as well as recommend
corrective actions jurisdictions can consider to address areas of greatest need.
• Many cities are working to implement affordable housing strategies. The region should
provide technical assistance to cities to help them develop and implement local
strategies (e.g. housing toolkits, best practices, model ordinances).
• Preventing displacement is critical. The region should prioritize emergency assistance to
prevent loss of housing.
• Existing public assets should be used to promote affordable housing. The region should
work on a strategy to ensure publicly owned lands are utilized to the best extent
possible to promote affordable housing (whether through sale proceeds, use of the
land, or other strategies).
• Addressing the affordable housing needs of our growing senior population needs to be
emphasized.
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Councilmember Chris Roberts, Shoreline, said that he supports the county working on
strategies to build more affordable housing as is needed in the region. He said that until more is
known about what affordable housing is being developed or already available in cities, it is
premature to assign mandated targets. He noted that the City of Shoreline is investing a lot in
promoting affordable housing that will be built over time near light rail stations. He said that
the Task Force recommendations should include considering what the state can do to address
condominium liability and put more emphasis on preserving existing affordable housing stock.
Councilmember Hank Margeson, Redmond, said that he supports the guiding principles
developed by the SCA Caucus of the Task Force. He said that it is evident where many of the
strategies identified through the Task Force process fit within those principles. He said that he
would like to see recommendations to promote affordable housing options for young people
and first-time homebuyers, and that he agreed with Councilmember Roberts on the importance
of promoting the development of more condominiums.
Councilmember Tola Marts, said that he would like to see a mechanism for sharing information
about successes that have occurred. He noted that the City of Issaquah is putting together
strategies to encourage development of workforce housing and transit oriented development
and that the city is able to do so because they have experienced staff. He said he would like to
see opportunities for cities to share the strategies they have adopted.
Councilmember Janice Zahn, Bellevue, said that many eastside cities share information through
A Regional Coalition for Housing, or ARCH, and that the region should encourage more such
collaboration. She said that the Task Force recommendations should include promoting
affordable housing in proximity to jobs to reduce transportation impacts.
Councilmember Sue-Ann Hohimer, Normandy Park, said that she has heard of employers
looking to creative solutions to provide affordable housing for their workforce, including
potential living space in new hotels near the Sea-Tac Airport.
9. Medic One/Emergency Medical Services Levy
SCA Senior Policy Analyst Brian Parry provided an update on the Medic One/Emergency
Medical Services Levy. He said that an Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Advisory Task Force
was convened in January 2018 to begin the planning process to reauthorize the Medic
One/EMS levy for 2020-2025. The objective of the EMS Advisory Task Force is to review and
propose Medic One/EMS program recommendations and the proposed levy rate to be put
before the voters of King County in 2019. Draft recommendations for the upcoming levy period
were provided to the Task Force at its meeting on May 30, and included anticipated total
revenue needs.
Parry said that highlights of the recommendations under consideration by the Task Force
include: continuing the current unit-based methodology for funding Advanced Life Support
paramedic units; continuing the current formula for distributing funding to Basic Life Support
providers that reflects a combination of assessed values and call volumes; expanding Mobile
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Integrated Healthcare programs countywide; and ensuring sufficient reserves are incorporated
into the levy to ensure funding is stable throughout the levy period.
Parry said that the primary drivers affecting the total levy amount are increased calls for
service, which are closely correlated with the region’s growing population; increases to
personnel, equipment, and medicine costs; and any additional or expanded services to be
funded under the levy. He said the most significant new service under consideration is the
expansion of Mobile Integrated Healthcare services countywide, which would add
approximately $4 million per year to the levy, but may help to reduce overall call volumes to
the 911 system. Parry provided a handout, Attachment D, with additional information about
Mobile Integrated Healthcare programs in King County.
Parry said initial draft financial plans for the 2020-2025 levy period project a total levy amount
of approximately $1.04 billion. He said the current levy was approved beginning in 2014 at a
rate of $0.35 per $1,000 of assessed value and will be lowered to a rate of $0.229 in 2019 due
to increases in assessed values. Based on the total revenue included in the draft financial plans
and current assessed values, Parry estimated the current proposals for the 2020-2025 levy
period would require an initial levy rate of approximately $0.24 to $0.26 per $1,000 of assessed
values.
Parry said the Task Force will review full draft recommendations at its meeting on August 31,
2018, and are expected to approve the final strategic plan and levy proposal on October 16,
2018.
Councilmember Pam Fernald, SeaTac, said that she is serving on the Task Force. She said the
Medic One/EMS levy supports one of the most important services in the community and
stressed the importance that voters have the information they need to support the levy despite
frustration over taxes.
Councilmember Tom Agnew, Bothell, a guest at the PIC meeting, said that he is chairing the
Regional Services subcommittee on behalf of the Task Force. He said the current proposal is to
place the levy renewal on the ballot in August 2019. He said that the Medic One/EMS system in
King County is world-renowned, and that King County has been featured in reports as “the best
place to have a heart attack” because of the quality of care and survival rates that are
supported by the system. He said that innovations developed in King County have been
adopted by many others and have led to millions of lives saved around the world.
Mayor Leanne Guier, Pacific, said that she would like more information about the expansion of
Mobile Integrated Healthcare and funding that was previously provided through the levy as a
pilot program. Parry said that Mobile Integrated Healthcare is being included in the levy as an
expansion of Basic Life Support services and that funds would be distributed to reimburse fire
agencies for services based on a formula incorporating assessed values and call volumes.
10. Future Levies and Ballot Measures in King County
SCA Senior Policy Analyst Brian Parry provided an update on upcoming levies and ballot
measures in King County. Parry noted that two measures will be on the ballot in August 2018:
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renewal of the King County Automated Fingerprint Identification System levy, and an
operations levy to support South King Fire and Rescue.
Councilmember Joseph Cimaomo, Jr., Covington, said the City of Covington would have a
measure on the ballot in November to replace their Transportation Benefit District $20 car tab
fee with a sales tax instead.
11. Potential Upcoming SCA Issues
SCA Senior Policy Analyst Brian Parry reported on potential upcoming SCA issues. Parry said
that SCA staff are putting together workshops and trainings on the following topics for the
remainder of 2018: PSRC VISION 2050 (July); Open Public Meetings Act (September);
Emergency Management (October); and Social Media (November). Parry encouraged members
to provide feedback on what information they would most like to have provided or discussed as
part of the planned workshops and trainings.
12. Upcoming Events
Chair Prince reported that the next PIC meeting and pre-PIC workshop will be held on
Wednesday, July 11, 2018 at Renton City Hall.
13. For the Good of the Order
Chair Prince asked if PIC members had anything to report for Good of the Order.
Councilmember John Holman, Auburn, announced that Auburn Mayor Nancy Backus was
awarded the outstanding achievement award by the US Conference of Mayors for the READY
(Real Emergency Aid Depends on You) program.
Chair Prince congratulated John Holman on the birth of his new grandchild.
Mayor Sean Kelly, Maple Valley, asked whether there would be an August meeting of the PIC.
Chair Prince said it is anticipated that the August PIC meeting will be cancelled. No opposition
to the cancellation was expressed.
Chair Prince announced that the City of Renton will be hosting the National African American
Male Wellness Walk on Saturday, September 1, 2018. Councilmember James McNeal, Bothell,
spoke about the purpose of the event, which is intended to encourage males, of all ages, to get
regular health screenings and checkups. This is an opportunity to encourage health and
wellness.
14. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.
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Public Issues Committee Meeting
June 13, 2018
City
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Davina Duerr
Nancy Tosta
Kim Lisk
George Martin
Joseph Cimaomo, Jr.
Matt Mahoney
Jennifer Knaplund
Mike Sando
Martin Moore
Chris Reh
Nigel Herbig
Toni Troutner
Jay Arnold
Tom French
Linda Johnson
Alex Morcos
Tom Acker
Mary Tompkins
Carol Simpson
Jonathan Chicquette
Jonathan Rosen
David Storaasli
Angela Birney
Armondo Pavone
Pam Stuart
Pam Fernald
Keith Scully
Matt Larson
Zac Idan
Susan Boundy-Sanders

Voting members are highlighted in gray. Cities represented are bolded.
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Overview
• State and Local Data on Homelessness
– Count Us In 2018
– Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) Data
– Student Homelessness Survey

• Additional Homelessness Analysis
– McKinsey & Company

• Seattle Times – Ignite Project Homelessness
1

Count Us In 2018
• Continues methodology adopted in
2017
• Core Components
– General Street Count
– Youth and Young Adult Count
– Sheltered Count (Emergency Shelter, Safe
Haven, and Transitional Housing)
– Peer‐Conducted Survey
2
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1

6/13/2018

Individuals Experiencing Homelessness, Total
Count Population with Trend

Source: Count Us In 2018, Comprehensive Report Produced by ASR, page 8.
3

Individuals Experiencing Homelessness, Total
Count Population by Shelter Status

Source: Count Us In 2018, Comprehensive Report Produced by ASR, page 8.
4
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2

6/13/2018

Individuals Experiencing Homelessness, Total
Count Population by Location Type

5

Source: Count Us In 2018, Comprehensive Report Produced by ASR, page 9.

Individuals Experiencing Unsheltered and
Sheltered Homelessness by Region
SHELTERED

UNSHELTERED
2018

2017

2017

2018

REGION

%

n

%

n

%

n

%

n

East County

5%

319

6%

393

11%

660

11%

636

North County

1%

53

4%

246

1%

71

4%

215

Northeast County

2%

119

2%

137

1%

68

1%

43

Seattle

70%

3,857

71%

4,499

71%

4,392

69%

4,000

Southwest County

20%

1,102

15%

970

15%

937

15%

864

Southeast County

1%

70

1%

75

1%

30

1%

34

100%

5,485

100%

6,320

100%

6,158

100%

5,792

TOTAL

Source: All Home King County
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3

6/13/2018

7

Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) Data

8
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4

6/13/2018

Students Experiencing Homelessness by District
District Name

Total

Shelters

Doubled‐Up

Unsheltered

Hotels/Motels

Auburn School District
Bellevue School District
Enumclaw School District
Federal Way School District
Fife School District
Highline School District
Issaquah School District
Kent School District
Lake Washington School District
Mercer Island School District
Northshore School District
Renton School District
Riverview School District
Seattle Public Schools
Shoreline School District
Skykomish School District
Snoqualmie Valley School District
Tahoma School District
Tukwila School District
Vashon Island School District

306
256
124
483
101
1242
128
509
389
17
172
573
53
4280
334
0
94
56
375
16

45
87
N<10
74
N<10
95
38
77
148
0
23
97
N<10
1523
40
0
19
N<10
54
0

204
135
109
333
68
946
80
329
193
17
111
418
35
2466
276
0
61
41
295
16

15
19
N<10
15
N<10
90
N<10
27
20
0
28
N<10
N<10
125
N<10
0
N<10
0
N<10
0

42
15
N<10
61
21
111
N<10
76
28
0
10
N<10
N<10
166
N<10
0
N<10
N<10
N<10
0

Source: Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, 2016‐17 School Year.
“N<10” refers to data that has been suppressed because the total is fewer than 10 students.

9

McKinsey & Company Analysis
• Background
– McKinsey & Company utilized available data sources (including point‐in‐time counts from 2017
and earlier, HMIS data, Seattle Times analysis)
– McKinsey’s analysis, which was produced pro bono, has been published here and is also available
as a presentation available here (page 28).

• Findings
– Homelessness is a growing problem in King County and is strongly correlated with the increase in
King County rents.
– The homelessness crisis response system has improved but cannot meet the inflow demand due
to a shortage of affordable housing options.
– Funding has grown by 2.4 percent per annum, but has not kept pace with growth in
homelessness.
– Housing all households in HMIS would require $360‐410M per annum (about double current
funding).
10
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5

6/13/2018

Seattle Times Video: Ignite Project Homeless
The Seattle Times hosted
an evening of storytelling
on June 7, during which
nine speakers shared
their experiences with
homelessness. Video is
available here.

11
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6

52% of people experiencing
homelessness identiﬁed as people of
color; however, people of color make
up only
of the King County
general population.

33%

highest

The
disparities were
observed among those identifying as
Black/African American, Hispanic/Latino,
American Indian/Alaska Native, Native
Hawaiian/Paciﬁc Islander and multiple races.

12,112
People were experiencing homelessness
in King County on January 26, 2018

98%
of survey respondents said
they would move into safe
and affordable housing if it
were offered

80%
of survey respondents cited
more affordable housing and
rental assistance as key to
ending their homelessness

July 11,information
2018
Item 3:with
Draft Minutes
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22 of In
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For more
on Count Us In, visit AllHomeKC.org | Produced in partnership
Seattle University’s Project on Family Homelessness | All data from Count

WHAT THE DATA TELLS US
Though the results of Count Us In 2018 estimate 12,112 people are experiencing homelessness on any given
night in King County, local data from the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) shows that nearly
30,000 individuals experience homelessness in this region over the course of a year. Local data also shows that
while much progress has been made, the need continues to outpace existing resources.

31%

decrease

1,329

921

Targeted investments have significantly reduced veterans’ homelessness.
Increased and targeted investments from the federal and local level have helped us better coordinate regional
resources and streamline our response system resulting in significant progress towards ending Veteran homelessness.
2017

2018

We are also making progress on youth homelessness, specifically for
those under the age of 18.

22%

decrease

While the overall number of youth and young adults experiencing homelessness remains steady, similar to veterans
homelessness, we’ve started to see a reduction in homelessness among minors after considerable state and local
efforts to address youth homelessness. With a continued investment of resources and coordinated approaches, we
can make an even greater impact.

The unsheltered population is changing.

221

171

2017

2018

14%

decrease

An increasing number
of people experiencing
homelessness are living
in vehicles.

2,314
2017

3,372

Fewer people
are living in
tents.

46%

increase

2018

2017

We have increased investments in diversion, which
quickly connects people with housing through creative
and flexible solutions.
Diversion assists households to identify immediate, alternative housing arrangements outside
of the homeless system and, if necessary, connect them with services and financial assistance
to obtain housing or stay housed.

Rapid Re-housing is housing more people.
The percent of program participants who successfully obtained
permanent housing through rapid re-housing is increasing.
Additionally, less than 5% return to homelessness.

61%

71%

1,551

2018

1,776

Number of
households
diverted in 2017

(i.e., obtained stable housing outside of the
homeless system when seeking shelter)

We are housing more people every
year by investing in what works and
transforming our system.
Number of
households
connected with
housing:

6,851

100%
increase

3,410
2013

2016

1,337

2017

2017

Making homelessness a rare, brief and one-time experience in King County will require the
continued dedication and collaboration of stakeholders across sectors and throughout the region.
All data from Count Us In 2018 and the Seattle/King County Homeless Management Information System.
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King County
Mobile Integrated Healthcare
Giving Firefighters the Tools They Need
Why do we need Mobile Integrated Healthcare (MIH)?
Every fire department in King County experiences 9‐1‐1 calls from people that require
help. Unfortunately, there are a growing number of such calls that our departments
are not well resourced to truly assist ‐ calls about caregiving for a loved one,
transportation, housing needs and mental health assistance. These are complicated
situations that cannot be assessed and addressed by firefighters in a traditional 20
minute response. But residents still turn to 9‐1‐1 for assistance because it is the
system they know, trust and can easily access.
King County fire departments are addressing this issue through additional response
and referral strategies, collectively known as the Mobile Integrated Health (MIH)
network.

What is MIH?
MIH personnel work with local health care providers and social services to direct
callers to the right care. Dedicated to connecting callers to the correct resources, the
MIH network gives EMS the tools to provide a meaningful intervention and truly
impact the patient’s wellbeing.

Who is served by MIH?
‐ High volume callers
‐ Low acuity callers
‐ Patients with complex care needs
These groups call every department, every day. Traditional fire departments lack
resources and time to provide the kind of intervention these patients need. As a result,
the calls continue and/or the chance is lost to truly help the patient. Currently the
network reaches 1.5 million residents. Excluding Seattle, 64% of King County has
access to an MIH program today.

What are the benefits of the MIH program?
‐ Better service and care for callers seeking help through 911;
‐ Increased availability of EMS resources; and
‐ Accessible resources for firefighters facing burnout from responding daily to
situations they feel unable to improve.
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How does King County MIH work?
The MIH network currently consists of six teams throughout King County, and the
seventh is launching this summer. The network is the outgrowth of the now
completed CMT pilot programs. While each team is modeled a bit differently, each still
operates on a blend of response and referral models:
Response Model Services and connections are provided at the time of a 911 call;
may be an alternative response unit (ARU) or may be a resource requested by
crews on scene; can allow for ER diversion.
Referral Model Services and connections are provided after the 911 call; often
includes multiple home visits and coordination of care with multiple providers.

Where are MIH programs operating?
Currently:
‐ North King County Community Medicine Team
‐ NE King County MIH
‐ Seattle FD Low Acuity / Vulnerable Adults Program
‐ Bellevue CARES
‐ FD CARES
‐ South King County Community Medical Team
A seventh program is already slated to begin in Renton in summer, 2018.

MIH Goals & Funding
All the current MIH programs receive some degree of financial support through the
regional levy. In 2018, the network outside Seattle will receive $1.375 million dollars
in levy funds to support its operation.
The MIH Advisory Board is committed to:
‐ growing MIH services in a coordinated way
‐ continuing to research MIH strategies and benefits
‐ unifying data collection methods
‐ extending MIH into every community in King County
To accomplish this, a total of $4 ‐ $5 million a year through the EMS levy is
requested for the MIH program. That would mean continuing and expanding the
funds already supporting the network under the current levy. These requested funds
would carry part of the burden for continuing existing programs through the next levy
and allow those programs to expand or new programs to launch to cover the rest of
the county.
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COMMUNITY MEDICINE TEAM
Shoreline, Northshore, Bothell and Woodinville Fire Departments
2016‐17 Dispatches & Referrals: 1206
2018 Hours of Operation: Monday–Friday, Day shift
The Community Medicine Team was a CMT pilot program using ire ighters assigned full time to provide ARU and wrap
around services to three jurisdictions. In 2018, the Community Medicine Team transitioned away from alternative
response in order to be more cost effective and currently employs one ire ighter and one clinical social worker to
provide MIH services to four jurisdictions.

BELLEVUE CARES
Bellevue Fire Department
2016‐17 Dispatches and Referrals: 504
2018 Hours of Operation: Monday–Friday, Day shift
Launched in 2012 and modeled after a program in Spokane, Bellevue CARES utilizes Masters of Social Work students to
provide additional resources and support following a 9‐1‐1 call. The students earn practicum hours towards their
degree. In 2017, the program expanded to include CARES1 which can be requested by ire or police at the time of call to
provide social work assistance.

FD CARES
Puget Sound Fire Authority
2016‐17 Dispatches and Referrals: 4843
2018 Hours of Operation: 7 days a week, 24 hours a day
Puget Sound Fire’s FDCARES Division was a CMT pilot program and is designed to connect 9‐1‐1 callers and individuals
with complex care needs to the right care in the community. Our CARE unit is staffed with a Registered Nurse and
Fire ighter/Emergency Medical Technician, the mobile care team responds to low‐acuity 9‐1‐1 callers and conducts
proactive outreach visits to individuals with complex care needs. The team operates outside the traditional time
constraints of the emergency service system to deliver and coordinate care when and where community members need
it.

COMMUNITY MEDICAL TEAM
South King and Valley Regional Fire Authority
2016‐17 Dispatches and Referrals: 2662
2018 Hours of Operation: Monday‐Friday, Day shift
CMT36 was also a CMT pilot program and is a partnership between SKFR and VRFA providing an ARU to low acuity
incidents wile connecting patients with the appropriate care. In March 2018, the staf ing model changed to two
dedicated full time ire ighters and a full time social worker. CMT36 has noticed a steady rise in both call volume and
referrals to the program.

NE KING COUNTY MIH
Redmond, Kirkland, Duvall Fire Departments
Launched in June 2017, NE King County’s MIH main purpose is to see patients that have been referred by EMT’s and
Paramedics who need more than what 9‐1‐1 can traditionally provide. Additionally, when staffed we are able to
respond to a scene at request of 9‐1‐1 units. We work to navigate the patient to the right resources. Our average
patient is 70 years old and has fallen and we assist in mitigating future falls. The next most common scenario is elderly
patients who don’t seem to have enough resources in place and need extra help staying independent.
*Each MIH program has been collecting data that demonstrates the success of their program in their community but
each program has been using different collection methods and de initions. We can’t accurately compare performance
or paint a comprehensive picture until data management is uni ied.
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Item Ϭ6:
Regional Board and Committee Appointments
ACTION ITEM

July 11, 2018
SCA PIC Meeting

Staff Contact
Deanna Dawson, Executive Director, 206-495-3265, deanna@soundcities.org
SCA PIC Nominating Committee Members
Mayor Leanne Guier, Pacific (Chair); Councilmember Ross Loudenback, North Bend; Council
President Ed Prince, Renton; Councilmember Chris Roberts, Shoreline
Potential Action
The PIC Nominating Committee will meet on July 6, 2018 PIC meeting to make a
recommendation on an appointment to the Regional Policy Committee. The PIC Nominating
Committee may also review applications for and make a recommendation on an appointment
to the newly created 4Culture Task Force.
PIC Nominating Committee Recommendation
The PIC Nominating Committee will meet July 6, 2018 to consider applicants for one vacancy on
the Regional Policy Committee. The PIC Nominating Committee may also consider applicants for
one vacancy on the newly created 4Culture Task Force, as explained below.
Regional Policy Committee (RPC)
The Regional Policy Committee (RPC) is responsible for addressing countywide issues including
human services, public health, housing, open space, solid waste management, regional services
financial policies, criminal justice, jails and district court services, and the siting of regional
facilities. The RPC reviews and recommends regional policies and plans (other than transit and
water quality) for consideration by the King County Council.
The current appointment process is for an unexpired term running through December 31, 2018
created by the resignation of a representative from the North. The other three SCA-appointed
RPC member seats are filled by Mayor Dave Hill, Algona; Councilmember Bill Peloza, Auburn;
and Councilmember John Stokes, Bellevue. Deputy Mayor Austin Bell, Burien, and Council
President Angela Birney, Redmond, serve as alternates on the RPC.
4Culture Task Force
A new Task Force was created by King County Ordinance 18684 to evaluate 4Culture's
governance structure, processes, and practices in order to promote geographic, social, and racial
equity in the allocation of funding and to promote development of cultural infrastructure across
King County to improve accessibility to both patrons and practitioners of arts, cultural, heritage
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and historic preservation programming countywide. The Task Force is anticipated to meet three
to four times in late 2018 and early 2019, and to transmit a report to the County Council by
February 1, 2019.
There is one seat for an SCA representative on the Task Force, and SCA will also be appointing an
alternate to the task force. As other members of the Task Force will be staff members from arts
and culture organizations and the county, it is anticipated that the SCA representative and
alternate will be city staff members, although elected officials are also welcome to apply.
Because SCA received late notice of this vacancy, the SCA Board has named an interim member
to the Task Force. The SCA Board will review and consider additional submissions at its July 18,
2018 meeting. Appointments of city staff to regional boards and committees are reviewed
directly by the SCA Board. Because applicants to this Task Force may be either staff or elected
officials, the PIC Nominating Committee will review applicants at its July 6, 2018 meeting.
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July 11, 2018
SCA PIC Meeting
Item 07:
Regional Affordable Housing Task Force
DISCUSSION
SCA Staff Contact
Brian Parry, Senior Policy Analyst, brian@soundcities.org, (206) 499-4159
SCA Regional Affordable Housing Task Force Members
Mayor David Baker (Task Force Co-Chair), Kenmore; Councilmember John Stokes, Bellevue;
Councilmember Ryan McIrvin, Renton; Mayor Ken Hearing, North Bend
Discussion
The King County Regional Affordable Housing Task Force (Task Force), co-chaired by Kenmore
Mayor David Baker and King County Councilmember Claudia Balducci, began meeting in July
2017 with the intent of establishing a regional planning effort with cities, nonprofit agencies,
and private partners to develop a countywide strategy for affordable housing.
At its most recent meeting on June 29, Task Force members discussed a series of proposed
goals (Attachment A); potential new revenue sources; implementation and governance
possibilities; and a range of strategy options that could be implemented at the city, regional,
and state level.
PIC members are encouraged to provide feedback on the goals and strategies being
considered by the Task Force, with particular focus on potential recommendations related to
revenue and governing regional implementation of affordable housing policies.
Background
The Regional Affordable Housing Task Force (“Task Force”) began meeting in July 2017 and is
tasked with recommending a countywide affordable housing strategy to the County Executive
and County Council by December 2018. Background on the history of the Task Force and
“guiding principles” developed by the SCA caucus to help shape engagement in the process can
be found in the June 13, 2018 PIC packet.
The Task Force has identified a need for 244,000 affordable homes by 2040 to fully address the
affordable housing shortage faced by King County residents earning below 80% of Area Median
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Income (AMI)1, 2. This estimate of need includes rental vouchers and subsidies as well as
construction of new units, and will increase if existing affordable units are not preserved. The
need is most pronounced at income levels below 50% of AMI, which is the sector not generally
served by the private market. There are currently more than 122,000 cost-burdened households
in King County earning less than 50% of AMI.
At its most recent meeting on June 29, Task Force members discussed a series of proposed goals
included with this report as Attachment A; potential new revenue sources; implementation and
governance possibilities; and a range of strategy options at the city, regional, and state level
identified throughout the process to achieve the proposed policy goals. Task Force members
expressed general support for the direction of the proposed goals and many of the strategy
options, which were reviewed by PIC in June. However, SCA members on the Task Force
identified a need for input from PIC on recommendations related to potential revenue and
implementation strategies brought forward at the June 29 meeting.
Goals and Strategies
Task Force draft recommendations include high-level goals for addressing the housing
affordability crisis. To achieve these goals, the Task Force is expected to make recommendations
on priority strategies that should be pursued at the city, regional, and state level.
Goals identified in the draft Task Force recommendations (additional description of each is
provided in Attachment A):
•

•

•

Strive to achieve zero cost-burdened households. All Task Force recommendations strive
to reduce or eliminate cost-burden for households earning less than 80% of Area Median
Income.
o This is the over-arching goal of the Task Force recommendations.
Secure housing stability for the lowest-income households. Task Force
recommendations work to increase construction and preservation of affordable homes
for households earning less than 50% of Area Median Income.
o This goal recognizes that the private housing market has not traditionally been
positioned to address housing needs for those at this income level and that
addressing this need requires public and/or philanthropic support.
Prioritize affordability accessible to transit. Task Force recommendations strive toward a
countywide goal for the proportion of affordable homes to be provided within a half mile
of existing and planned transit, with a particular priority for high-capacity transit stations.
o The Task Force is considering several options for the amount of affordable
housing that jurisdictions should be working to ensure is provided in proximity to
transit corridors and light rail stations. The Task Force is considering encouraging

1

The US Department of Housing and Urban Development AMI for a household of four in the King-Snohomish
County area is $96,000.
2
Affordable is defined as households spending 30% or less of their income on housing. Spending more than 30% of
income on housing is the federal standard for households that are cost-burdened.
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•

•

•

•

jurisdictions to require that as much as 80% of housing in station areas be
affordable to those earning 80% of AMI.
Preserve access to affordable homes for renters at risk of displacement. Task Force
recommendations support tenant protections to increase housing stability and reduce risk
of homelessness.
o This goal calls for the region to support a comprehensive approach to increasing
education, support, and eviction prevention to increase stability for renters and
predictability for property owners.
Protect communities of color and low-income communities against displacement. Task
Force recommendations will focus investments in communities of color and low-income
communities to preserve affordability for existing residents.
o This goal calls for the region to support preservation strategies that enable
existing residents to remain in their communities and to benefit from the region’s
growth and investment rather than being displaced.
Promote greater housing growth and diversity. Task Force recommendations strive to
achieve a variety of housing types at a range of affordability spread throughout King
County to meet the wide range of needs at all income levels.
o This goal calls for cities to increase density and regulatory flexibility at all levels of
housing development, especially within growth and job centers, to keep pace
with the region’s growth in demand for housing.
Better engage local communities in the creation and preservation of affordable homes.
Task Force recommendations support engagement of local communities and city
governments in addressing the urgent need for policy change to create and preserve
affordable housing countywide.
o This goal calls for regional support as cities work to achieve the range of housing
needs identified in the Countywide Planning Policies and by the Task Force 3
within their comprehensive plans.

The Task Force is considering a menu of strategies to achieve these goals that have come
forward during the Task Force process. As discussed at the June 13 PIC meeting, SCA
representatives on the Task Force drafted “guiding principles” to provide input on which specific
policy proposals should be recommended by the Task Force.
Strategies for cities are expected to provide recommended options for cities to consider within
their own housing context, recognizing that strategies are not one-size-fits-all. For instance,
some communities with relatively affordable housing may wish to prioritize strategies to
3

The Countywide Planning Policies, updated in 2012, envision that as part of the comprehensive planning process
cities and the county will conduct an inventory analysis of housing needs and conditions; implement policies and
strategies to address unmet needs; measure results regularly; and respond to measurement with reassessment and
adjustment of strategies. Cities are expected to analyze and address housing need based on the percent of
countywide need for housing at three income levels:
16% of housing supply should be affordable to those earning 50-80% of AMI;
12% of housing supply should be affordable to those earning 30-50% of AMI; and,
12% of housing supply should be affordable those earning below 30% of AMI.

July 11, 2018

Item 7: Regional Affordable Housing Task Force

Page 33 of 73

preserve their housing stock, while those experiencing rapid growth may have greater
opportunities to capitalize on these investments to secure new affordable housing units. The
Task Force will also provide recommendations on policies to pursue at the regional and state
level, which may include new revenue sources and governance as described in further detail
below.
Potential New Revenue Sources
At the June 29 Task Force meeting, SCA representatives identified a need for SCA cities to weighin on potential new revenue sources and whether the Task Force should promote specific
recommendations.
According to data reviewed by the Task Force, the region will need 176,000 additional affordable
homes by 2040 (including new construction or subsidies to reduce housing cost burden) to meet
the needs of those earning below 50% of AMI. Private sector representatives on the Task Force
have stated that this portion of need cannot be met by the private sector and would require
public or philanthropic investment. Affordable housing advocates have testified to the Task
Force that increasing public funding to construct or subsidize affordable units should be a top
priority for the region.
From 2012 to 2017, capital funding for affordable housing averaged $306.5 million on an annual
basis as shown in Figure 1. The largest proportion of funds are those leveraged through the
federal Low-Income Housing Tax Credit program, a federal program that gives private investors a
dollar-for-dollar reduction in their federal tax liability in exchange for financing affordable
housing projects.
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Figure 1: Regional Affordable Housing Task Force meeting, June 1, 2018
The Task Force has reviewed a list of potential countywide and city funding sources that could
contribute to the construction and operation of affordable housing. In addition, the Task Force is
reviewing potential state sources of revenue or tax credits that could be authorized to reduce
the cost of constructing affordable housing. Revenue options presented to the Task Force at its
June 29 meeting include:
•

•
•
•
•

Sending a proposal for a 1/10 of a percent sales tax to the ballot to fund affordable
housing and behavioral health series (per RCW 82.14.530), or seeking state approval for
councilmanic authority to implement the tax at the countywide level (approximately $69
million per year);
Sending a regional affordable housing property tax levy to the ballot (approximately $5.4
million per $0.01 per $1,000 of assessed value countywide);
Pursuing increased funding to the Washington State Housing Trust Fund, which has
decreased from a peak of $200 million per year to an average of between $50 and $100
million more recently;
Expanding authority for a .25% Real Estate Excise Tax (i.e. REET 4) to King County
(approximately $95 million per year); and,
Authorizing a state sales tax exemption for construction costs for new or rehabilitated
affordable housing.

Some Task Force members expressed interest in recommending a countywide source of funding
be pursued, such as the 1/10 of a percent sales tax or a countywide housing levy. SCA
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representatives on the Task Force asked that SCA staff bring forward the options presented to
PIC for guidance from SCA cities on which, if any, of the options would be preferred as short or
long-term funding options.
Implementation and Governance
The Task Force is also considering recommendations to form or assign an organization with
responsibility for setting regional housing goals, coordinating resources, adjusting strategies as
needed, and monitoring outcomes. Several potential governance options were discussed at the
June 29 meeting, including:
•
•
•

Assigning responsibility to an existing countywide or regional organization, such as the
King County Growth Management Planning Council or through the Puget Sound Regional
Council;
Adding a regional committee to the King County Charter with a dedicated focus on
affordable housing; or,
Creating a new regional entity with independent authority.

A discussion draft outlining potential responsibilities for a body responsible for implementation
was provided to the Task Force on June 29. The Task Force is expected to explore options in
further detail at its next meeting on July 26.
Next Steps
The next meeting of the Regional Affordable Housing Task force will take place on July 26, 2018
from 10:00 AM to noon at the Mercer Island Community Center, where Task Force members are
expected to potentially finalize their recommendations. A final meeting of the Task Force is
scheduled on September 14, from 2:00 to 4:00 PM at the Renton Community Center.
In addition, a series of community meetings for stakeholders to provide input on the draft Task
Force proposals originally scheduled for July 11, July 14 and July 17 have been canceled and will
be rescheduled for September. For more information, contact SCA Senior Policy Analyst Brian
Parry at brian@soundcities.org or 206-499-4159.
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July 11, 2018
SCA PIC Meeting

Item 08:
Responsible Recycling Taskforce
DISCUSSION
SCA Staff Contact
Cynthia Foley, Policy Analyst, cynthia@soundcities.org, (206) 495-3020
38TU

SCA Responsible Recycling Taskforce Members
Councilmember Penny Sweet, Kirkland (SWAC); Councilmember Phillippa Kassover, Lake Forest
Park (SWAC)
Discussion
The King County Solid Waste Division (Solid Waste Division) convened the Responsible
Recycling Taskforce (Taskforce) to respond to market challenges associated with China’s
“National Sword” policies. The forum was created to identify ways to strengthen recyclables
markets, reduce contamination, and improve the quality of recyclable materials through
more uniform city and county recycling approaches, education and outreach, and other
means.
The Responsible Recycling Taskforce drafted a recommendation, and reviewed potential
strategies for improving the recycling system. The draft recommendation advises removing
plastic bags and shredded paper from comingled recycling bins. The group has reviewed
models for incorporating recycling costs into solid waste rates and considered the role of
recycling waivers for granting disposal waivers for contaminated or unmarketable sorted
recyclables.
Background
China has implemented a set of import restrictions on recyclables. This set of policies is called
“National Sword.” The policies require that imported recyclables arrive market-ready, with low
contamination. Any materials that are not separated out and sold as baled commodities, like
cardboard and mixed paper, are considered contaminants. Bales must now contain less than
0.5 percent contamination, far less than any international standard. This specification for
contamination is extremely difficult to meet, essentially resulting in a ban on the import of
unsorted paper and mixed #3 - #7 plastics. The King County Solid Waste Division estimates that
43 percent of King County system recyclables are impacted by the National Sword policies.
The Responsible Recycling Taskforce
The Solid Waste Division convened the Responsible Recycling Taskforce to respond to
challenges associated with the National Sword policies. This workgroup is made up of members
of the Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) and the Metropolitan Solid Waste Management
Advisory Committee (MSWMAC), and Seattle Public Utilities (SPU), and Public Health Seattle
July 11, 2018

Item 8: Responsible Recycling Taskforce

Page 37 of 73

and King County (PHSKC). Participants include all local haulers, labor, and city staff from
Auburn, Bellevue, Bothell, Federal Way, Kent, Kirkland, Redmond, Renton, and Shoreline.
The Solid Waste Division added an action to the Draft Solid Waste Management Comprehensive
Plan that describes the work of this group. It states:
Action 37-s: Form a regional responsible recycling forum to work with public and private
partners to address production, use, and end-of-life management of goods. The forum
will identify ways to strengthen recyclables markets, reduce contamination, and improve
the quality and quantity of recyclable materials through more uniform city/county
recycling approaches, education and outreach, and other means.
A definition of responsible recycling was presented to the Taskforce by Solid Waste Division
Staff. According to County staff, responsible recycling includes:
• Measuring recycling in terms of what gets to markets, rather than what goes in recycling
bins;
• Harmonized messaging about recyclable materials;
• Promoting and developing local markets; and
• Evaluating the costs associated with the environmental benefit of recycling.
The Taskforce workplan includes examining a broad range of policies and practices. The
Taskforce is crafting shared messaging about new recycling rules to reduce confusion in the
public about what is recyclable. The group will examine the impact of low market value recycled
materials and high processing standards on rates, and identifying practices that would
strengthen local markets in the mid to long-term.
The Taskforce plans to share preliminary recommendations as they are developed rather than
waiting to release them as a final report. The Taskforce developed a draft recommendation:
“remove shredded paper and plastic bags from recycling lists.” These materials are difficult to
sort from comingled recyclables, and are likely to become mixed with and therefore
contaminate other recyclable commodities. The Taskforce also considered whether other
materials should be removed from comingled bins, based on low market value and high
processing costs, but there was not consensus on this point.
Rate Structures
The Responsible Recycling Taskforce reviewed models for incorporating recycling costs into
solid waste rates and contracts.
Most cities establish solid waste rates in ordinance. City contracts with hauling companies
allocate responsibilities of each party, and reimbursement does not typically change based on
market conditions. When offering prices for services, haulers must consider the cost to process
waste and estimate potential revenues from the sale of recycled commodities. In this model,
haulers receive the benefit of strong market conditions, but must weather dips in the market.
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Currently, haulers face increased processing costs from implementing measures to reduce
contamination. Haulers have slowed sorting lines to allow more time for removing
contaminants. This increases labor costs. Some cities may be asked to pay additional charges to
cover rising costs incurred due the impacts of National Sword.
Some cities do not contract directly with haulers, but permit a waste collector to operate as a
franchise and use rates set by the Washington Utility and Transportation Commission (WUTC).
In King County, this applies to the eight cities including Beaux Arts, Black Diamond, Covington,
Hunts Point, Kenmore, Medina, Woodinville, and Yarrow Point. Two hauling companies,
Republic Services and Waste Management, have requested permission from WUTC to increase
rates using surcharges in these cities.
Alternative Rate Models
The Taskforce reviewed alternative models for rate setting. Some cities, such as Seattle, pay a
charge for waste collection, processing and disposal, and then receive recycled commodity
revenue. Seattle reviews financial data from the hauler, pays the cost of processing and
disposing of materials, and collects revenue from the sale of recycled commodities based on
regional averages. This system is responsive to market conditions, but requires close oversight
by city staff. This structure is efficient when there is sufficient volume of solid waste.

A local consultant, Epicenter Services, has devised an additional model where King County cities
could use Seattle’s index of regional commodity prices, and set a fixed rate for processing. The
model proposed by Epicenter Services is intended to reduce contractor risk related to changes
in commodity values, and could allow ratepayers to benefit from credits for recycling revenues
when recycling markets are healthy. This model could lead to higher rates if recycling markets
diminish over time.
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Disposal Waivers
Several cities have granted disposal waivers to a local hauler. The waivers allow disposal of
some collected materials that are currently categorized as recyclable due to the impact of
National Sword. In a presentation to the Taskforce, Solid Waste Division staff recommended
that if waivers cannot be avoided by addressing the need within current contract terms, they
should establish clear start and end dates, and limit any disposed recyclable commodities to
materials affected by overseas import restrictions. Additionally, it was advised that waivers
require reporting of the type and quantity of materials disposed and where they are disposed.
Next Steps
During the July 11 PIC meeting, members will be asked to share any input they have regarding
the role of the Responsible Recycling Taskforce, increasing uniformity in recycling practices,
developing recycling markets, and the impact of changing market conditions on rates.
The Responsible Recycling Taskforce will continue meeting regularly and plans to produce a
report providing final recommendations in October of 2018. The report will be reviewed by the
Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) and the Metropolitan Solid Waste Management
Advisory Committee (MSWMAC). The Solid Waste Division has stated that after review by these
committees, the report will be shared with regional decision makers. Questions or feedback can
be provided to SCA Policy Analyst Cynthia Foley at cynthia@soundcities.org or 206-495-3020.
38TU
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Item 09:
Homelessness Update
UPDATE
SCA Staff Contact
Ellie Wilson-Jones, Senior Policy Analyst, ellie@soundcities.org, (206) 495-5238
Update
Addressing the homelessness crisis in the region has been identified as a top priority for SCA
members. During the July 11, 2018 PIC meeting, members will be briefed on recent
developments. These include a proposal from King County Executive Dow Constantine to
bond against future hotel-motel tax revenues to generate an additional $100 million that
could be made available to build housing units for people earning between 30 percent and 80
percent of Area Median Income.
Background
Work to address the homelessness crisis was the subject of the March and April SCA Pre-PIC
Workshops and a briefing during the May 9 PIC meeting.
Homelessness Updates
One Table
One Table Co-Chairs King County Executive Dow Constantine, Auburn Mayor Nancy Backus, and
Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan released an update on the work of One Table. Attachment A, lists
six high-level action statements touching on the five root causes of homelessness that One
Table has sought to impact: affordable housing, behavioral health, child welfare, criminal
justice, and employment. The action statements, which are consistent with an earlier draft
reviewed by the PIC in May, are as follows:
•

Having a current county-wide gap of approximately 90,000 housing units that are
affordable to very low income households is a major risk factor for these households
becoming homeless. The community should preserve existing low income housing,
utilize public land whenever possible, adopt innovative solutions to utilize existing
housing supply, implement effective policy tools and incentives to better utilize the
private market, reduce displacement, increase financial resources for housing
solutions, and intentionally serve individuals exiting jail, foster care, and behavioral
health treatment facilities with a race and equity lens.

•

Create a housing stabilization fund to achieve zero exits into homelessness (including
zero inappropriate evictions), with a focus on preventing homelessness for those with the
most acute need.
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•

Provide on-demand behavioral health services that are racially, ethnically and culturally
appropriate, flexible, person-centered, mobile, peer-focused, and trauma-informed.

•

Offer a comprehensive service package for all foster youth aging out of care to
increase stability throughout their transition.

•

Strive to achieve zero bookings for charges that are a direct result of homelessness and
behavioral health crises, through diversion and compliance requirement reform done
through a racial justice lens. Study cost offsets from reduced jail use and redistribute
savings to fund diversion programs.

•

Ensuring access to employment opportunities that can cover market rate housing costs
in King County reduces the risk for homelessness. The community should scale
employment programs across the county over two years to train and employ people
who are disproportionately at-risk of homelessness and secure private and public
sector commitments to hire program graduates. Employment programs to be scaled
will include government, community-based and social enterprise programs and will be
designed to accommodate the needs of all individuals at risk of homelessness and
provide them with employment and wages that support them and their families.

Attachment A also highlights immediate and longer-term strategies for each of the five root
cause areas.
In releasing the One Table summary document, the three co-chairs also announced a series of
actions. These included a proposal from King County Executive Dow Constantine to bond
against future hotel-motel tax revenues to generate an additional $100 million that could be
made available to build housing units for people earning between 30 percent and 80 percent of
Area Median Income.
Homeless System Governance Workgroup
During the May 9 PIC meeting, members were updated on an announcement by King County
Executive Dow Constantine and Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan that they had signed a
Memorandum of Understanding outlining actions their jurisdictions would take to coordinate
their homelessness investments and to review the current system governing homeless service
and housing investments, study alternative models, and make recommendations for potential
system revisions. A workgroup that includes representatives from All Home, the regional
homelessness coordinating agency; King County; Seattle; and SCA has been formed to review
the existing system governing homeless policy and investments and consider alternative
models. The work group met on June 14 and July 2, 2018, and will be meeting every two weeks
through the fall. SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson will be participating in the workgroup
and will be seeking SCA member feedback throughout the process.
The desired outcomes for the system have been proposed as:
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•
•
•
•
•

Improved outcomes in making homelessness rare, brief and one-time, and ending racial
disparities
Homeless system is designed to address the needs of people experiencing homelessness
at scale and able to adapt quickly as needs shift
Countywide awareness and understanding of the full scope and scale of homelessness
and solutions to address it
Increased public trust and engagement in public response to addressing homelessness
Strong cross-system collaboration prevents the experience of homelessness whenever
possible

The group is reviewing how the current system functions, and ways to improve governance. All
Home staff have proposed the following as measures of system accountability:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clear leadership and accountability of homeless investment and policy-making
Align responsibility with the ability/authority to carry out action
Governance is accessible and inclusive and people with lived experience are invited not
only for expertise, but to lead and drive planning alongside system leaders
Structure promotes system capacity to lead with racial equity in the homelessness
response system
Investments in homelessness are aligned towards shared goals and measurable
outcomes
Transparent, swift and nimble decision-making on homeless investment and policy
driven by active use of data
Accountability of key system components (HMIS and Coordinated Entry)
Clear and aligned messaging on the scope and scale of homelessness and system gaps
and opportunities
Strong coordination with other systems of care/institutions (criminal justice, child
welfare, behavioral health, schools)
Fully executing and promoting the core principles adopted in the Seattle/King County
2015-2019 Strategic Plan

PIC members are encouraged to provide feedback, and to seek feedback from their city staff
who work on this issue, in order to guide Dawson as their representative on the workgroup.
All Home Annual Conference
The All Home Annual Conference will be held on Wednesday, July 11 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. at the Pacific Tower in Seattle. The conference is open to interested stakeholders—
including people with current or former experiences of homelessness, providers, and funding
partners—and will feature updates on the state of homelessness in King County. Attendees will
also be asked to share insights and feedback on regional policies and solutions. The conference
will then conclude with a prevention resource fair. Registration and more information about
the conference is available here.
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Attachment
A. One Table Summary
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ONE TABLE

Purpose, Roles, Process

Addressing root causes
of homelessness

CONTEXT
The annual King County point-in-time count of people experiencing homelessness reflects the growing
crisis in our region, with the recent census in January 2018 identifying 12,112 people without a stable
home, up four percent from the previous years. This tells only part of the story. While more than 20,000
individuals exit homelessness annually in King County, more than 30,000 people lose housing. The need
is outpacing the system’s ability to respond. We must adopt a different approach, and focus on upstream
strategies and root causes.
Homelessness is a broad societal issue that results from the failure of many systems and
disproportionately affects people of color. Many community efforts to address homelessness have
been focused on helping people after they have become homeless. If we are truly going to address
homelessness, we need to prevent people from becoming homeless in the first place.

PURPOSE
On Dec. 1, 2017, King County Executive Dow Constantine, Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan and Auburn
Mayor Nancy Backus announced One Table, a regional effort to bring together leaders from the business,
nonprofit, philanthropic, faith, government and community sectors to identify solutions to prevent
homelessness.
One Table participants were charged with addressing the root causes of homelessness through broad,
scalable, multi-sectored community actions that harness community resources.
One Table’s efforts to address these root causes of homelessness also strive to undo the racial disparities
and disproportionality that result from these system failures. All participants share in the responsibility to
identify and commit resources to implement the actions identified to address the causes of homelessness.

Systemic factors contributing to homelessness
AFFORDABLE
HOUSING
Rising housing
costs make it
difficult to find
appropriate
housing.
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BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH
Individuals
lack access to
necessary mental
health and
substance use
treatment.

CHILD WELFARE
SYSTEM
One-third of
homeless youth in
King County have
been in the child
welfare system.

Item 9: Homelessness Update

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Interaction with this
expensive system
inhibits individuals’
ability to obtain
housing and
employment.

EMPLOYMENT
Inability to access
employment and
regional wage gaps
make it difficult
for some to afford
housing costs.
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PARTICIPANTS
A comprehensive stakeholder group convened beginning January 2018 to participate in the One Table
effort. This group included community and subject matter experts, civic leaders and elected officials.
COMMUNITY ACTION WORKGROUP (CAW)
Participants
Subject matter experts from the business, nonprofit, philanthropic, faith and
community sectors who have expertise in workgroup issue areas. Members
participated in the following workgroups: Affordable Housing, Behavioral Health,
Child Welfare, Criminal Justice, Employment
Charge
Develop scalable strategies/solutions that address each root cause of
homelessness centered in addressing racial disparities
CIVIC LEADERSHIP GROUP (CLG)
Participants
Civic leaders from business and philanthropy
Charge
Participate in the CAW process; advise on the ability to leverage and execute the
recommended broad scalable solutions
ELECTED LEADERSHIP GROUP (ELG)
Participants
Elected officials from state, county and city governments across King County.
Charge
Participate in the CAW process; provide vision and guidance for process; commit to
generating political will to implement scalable solutions
LEADERS WITH LIVED EXPERIENCE (LLE)
Participants
Leaders with lived experience with homelessness and the systems being addressed
Charge
Participate in the CAW process; review strategies separately to leverage their
expertise and ensure strategies are poised to make measurable impact

PROCESS
ONE TABLE
KICKOFF, ALL
Discussed need
to focus on root
causes

1/22

January

CAW 2
Developed
strategies

CAW 3
Refined
strategies

2/22

3/13

February

2/6
CAW 1
Developed
factors
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March

2/28
CLG 1
Reviewed factors,
discussed possible
implementation steps

LLE
Reviewed
strategies

4/3

LLE
Reviewed
One Table
process and
community
meeting
feedback

CLG 1
Further refined
recommended
actions and
discussed possible
implementation
steps

4/20 4/23

April

May

4/4

5/2

ELG 1
PUBLIC MEETING,
Reviewed
ALL
strategies and
Reviewed
discussed priority recommended
implementation
actions and
steps
suggested
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Update steps
implementation

LLE
Reviewed
recommended
actions with
co-chairs

3/19

ONE TABLE, ALL
Announcement
of short-term
implementation
steps, transition to
developing long-term
implementation
steps and
governance
6/20
agreements

June

5/3

July

TBD

CITY OF
ONE TABLE,
SEATTLE &
ALL
KING COUNTY
Next meeting
Sign MOU
for homeless
services
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ONE TABLE

Addressing root causes
of homelessness

Racial Justice & Equity Principles

Target services to populations and communities most at risk of homelessness, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

People of color
Immigrants and refugees
People with disabilities
People exiting the criminal justice system
People exiting behavioral health treatment
Young people exiting foster care

NOTE: These numbers are approximate, based on the results of the 2018 Count Us In effort. For
multiple reasons, people of color are likely under-represented in the point-in-time count.

Support workforce training in:
• Institutional racism and bias
• Harm reduction models
• Trauma-informed care

Recruit and retain a workforce that represents people being served by:
• Funding programs that employ peers with homelessness and behavioral health lived experiences
• Funding programs providing culturally-relevant services
• Funding services provided by communities of color
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ONE TABLE

Action Statements

Addressing root causes
of homelessness

Having a current county-wide gap of approximately 90,000 housing units that are
affordable to very low income households is a major risk factor for these households
becoming homeless. The community should preserve existing low income housing,
utilize public land whenever possible, adopt innovative solutions to utilize existing
housing supply, implement effective policy tools and incentives to better utilize the
private market, reduce displacement, increase financial resources for housing solutions, and
intentionally serve individuals exiting jail, foster care, and behavioral health treatment facilities
with a race and equity lens.

$

Create a housing stabilization fund to achieve zero exits into homelessness
(including zero inappropriate evictions), with a focus on preventing homelessness for
those with the most acute need.
Provide on-demand behavioral health services that are racially, ethnically and
culturally appropriate, flexible, person-centered, mobile, peer-focused, and traumainformed.

Offer a comprehensive service package for all foster youth aging out of care to
increase stability throughout their transition.

Strive to achieve zero bookings for charges that are a direct result of homelessness
and behavioral health crises, through diversion and compliance requirement reform
done through a racial justice lens. Study cost offsets from reduced jail use and
redistribute savings to fund diversion programs.
Ensuring access to employment opportunities that can cover market rate housing
costs in King County reduces the risk for homelessness. The community should scale
employment programs across the county over two years to train and employ people
who are disproportionately at-risk of homelessness and secure private and public
sector commitments to hire program graduates. Employment programs to be scaled
will include government, community-based and social enterprise programs and will be designed
to accommodate the needs of all individuals at risk of homelessness and provide them with
employment and wages that support them and their families.
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ONE TABLE

Addressing root causes
of homelessness

ROOT CAUSE: Affordable Housing
CURRENT STATE

affordable homes needed for households earning less than or equal to
89,745 more
50% Area Median Income (or $40,460/year for a family of 4*)
* Source: U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development, Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy Data, 2014.

FACTORS
High and
increasing
housing
production
costs (land

Rising
rents

Restrictive
land use
and zoning
regulations

Lengthy
permitting
time

and construction)

Limited
housing
types

Restricted
access to
affordable
housing
units

Lack of
financial
resources
to support
affordable
housing

HIGHLIGHTED STRATEGIES

IMMEDIATE

LONG-TERM

IMPLEMENTATION
WITHIN 3 YEARS

IMPLEMENTATION IN 3-10 YEARS
Enact land use policies countywide that increase
density and require affordable housing, especially
at high capacity transit stations.

Actively promote transfer
of public land to build
more affordable homes.

Support alternative housing types that better
serve the needs of diverse cultures and people
exiting behavioral health or criminal justice
systems.

Expedite permitting and
reduce fees to build more
affordable homes.
$

Expand non-traditional homeownership options that
are more affordable and better address diverse
cultural needs.

Endorse and enforce
tenant protections.
Increase financial
resources at the local,
state and federal level
to build more affordable
housing.
July 11, 2018

$

Fund longer-term rent supports.
Affirmatively market housing programs to communities
of color and diverse cultural communities.
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ONE TABLE

Addressing root causes
of homelessness

ROOT CAUSE: Behavioral Health
CURRENT STATE

6-7

Source: King County Department of Community and Human Services,
Behavioral Health and Recovery Division, 2018.

Days to intake and treatment in King County

Approximately

10% of Western State Hospital patients are discharged into homelessness

Source: Western State Hospital data for civil detention patients.

FACTORS
Inadequate ondemand access
to treatment

Lack of
individualized
care

Lack of a stable
workforce to
meet demand
and care needs

Insufficient care
coordination
between systems

Inadequate
access to
housing
resources

HIGHLIGHTED STRATEGIES

IMMEDIATE

LONG-TERM

IMPLEMENTATION WITHIN 3 YEARS

IMPLEMENTATION IN 3-10 YEARS

Develop and expand behavioral health
approaches shaped to individuals’
unique needs.
$

Create a housing stabilization fund to
preserve housing access for people in
full-time or inpatient treatment.

Expand care options that connect
individuals experiencing behavioral
health crisis with peers who have
similar lived experience, and create peer crisis
respite houses, in all communities throughout
King County.

Expand the current incentive pool to
bring same-day access to behavioral
health treatment to more people in
need.
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Expand and improve opportunities
in the behavioral health workforce
for people with lived experience,
particularly for people of color.
Provide incentives for inpatient
treatment programs to find stable,
long-term housing for people exiting
treatment.
Page 50 of 73

ONE TABLE

ROOT CAUSE: Child Welfare

Addressing root causes
of homelessness

CURRENT STATE

34% of youth who age out of foster care in King County become homeless within one year
Source: Washington State Department of Social and Health Services, Youth at risk of homelessness: Identifying key predictive factors among youth aging out of foster
care in Washington State, 2015.

FACTORS
Key transition points compromise
stability (i.e., moves, reunification,
aging out, permanency placement)

Implicit bias inherent in
decision-making within the
child welfare system

Institutionalized racism
creates and upholds
barriers to stability

HIGHLIGHTED STRATEGIES

IMMEDIATE

LONG-TERM

IMPLEMENTATION WITHIN 3 YEARS

IMPLEMENTATION
IN 3-10 YEARS

Provide ongoing training in racial bias, racial
disproportionality and institutional racism for
everyone who influences the child welfare system.
Increase investments in family reunification.
Provide counseling, training and behavioral
health services for families at risk of child
welfare system engagement.
Implement a campaign to increase foster families of
color and increase availability of foster placements
for youth of color.
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Recruit,
incentivize and
support people
of color and/
or people with lived experience
in the child welfare system to
become social workers.
Broaden the
extended foster
care program to
provide youth up
to age 25 with comprehensive,
person-centered services.
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ONE TABLE

Addressing root causes
of homelessness

ROOT CAUSE: Criminal Justice
CURRENT STATE

King County’s Department of Adult & Juvenile Detention has about

3,000 adult bookings into jail per month

Source: King County Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention, Detention and Alternatives Scorecard, 2017.

Compliance charges (for failure to comply with expectations of parole, bail, etc.) represent about

40% of bookings for those booked into a King County jail four+ times in a 12-month period
Source: King County Department of Community and Human Services, Familiar Faces Population Analysis, 2016.

FACTORS
Lack of early
interventions

Shortage
of diversion
supports

Reentry system that
sets individuals up
for failure rather than
success

Budgeting prioritizes
criminal justice/
corrections over
services

Lack of housing
for people with
criminal justice
system involvement

HIGHLIGHTED STRATEGIES

IMMEDIATE

LONG-TERM

IMPLEMENTATION WITHIN 3 YEARS

IMPLEMENTATION IN 3-10 YEARS

Work with the criminal justice system
(judges, staff, and law enforcement)
to increase understanding on
homelessness and housing needs.
$

July 11, 2018

Pass fair housing laws in King
County and local municipalities
that support housing choices
for individuals with criminal
records.
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Conduct an analysis of current
criminal justice investments to
determine if any can be redirected
to early intervention, diversion and
behavioral health services.
Divert low-level homelessness-related
bookings to services rather than jail.
Human-centered and racially explicit
review and redesign of compliance
requirements so that they do not
penalize homelessness and poverty.
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ONE TABLE

ROOT CAUSE: Employment

Addressing root causes
of homelessness

CURRENT STATE
Nearly

50% of King County households* earn less than $75,000 per year, the income needed

to afford the typical 2-bedroom apartment in King County**
* Source: United State Census Bureau. American Community Survey, 2016. https://factfinder.census.gov/
** Source: National Low Income Housing Coalition. Out of Reach Report. 2018. http://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/oor/OOR_2018.pdf

FACTORS
Low wages

Lack of job
readiness, including
supportive services

Lack of social capital
and networks

Implicit bias inherent
in employers’ hiring
practices

HIGHLIGHTED STRATEGIES

IMMEDIATE

LONG-TERM

IMPLEMENTATION WITHIN 3 YEARS
Scale King County Jobs Initiative and increase
other dedicated funds for training pathways in high
wage jobs for groups most at risk of homelessness.
$

Change employment program policies to allow for
more flexible funding to address needs of individuals
and prevent homelessness.
Train housing and homeless service providers on
income/employment referral options.
Create a system that encourages employers to
adopt initiatives from a menu of actionable options
(including training, internships, education, and hiring
preferences) that address racial inequities in hiring.
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IMPLEMENTATION
IN 3-10 YEARS
Create Summer
Academies for at-risk
youth in middle school.
Place more high-quality
teachers, counselors
and community-based
mentors in the highest
poverty middle schools to support
youth in need/at risk.
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Item 10:
Healthy Housing Guideline and Recommendation
UPDATE
SCA Staff Contact
Ellie Wilson-Jones, Senior Policy Analyst, ellie@soundcities.org, (206) 495-5238
38TU
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SCA Board of Health Members
Council President Angela Birney, Redmond (Caucus Chair); Deputy Mayor Susan Honda, Federal
Way (Vice Caucus Chair); Mayor David Baker, Kenmore (Alternate); Deputy Mayor Erin Sitterley,
SeaTac (Alternate)
Update
The Board of Health adopted a Healthy Housing Guideline and Recommendation in June,
Attachment A, consisting of a menu of policy options for local governments and other
community partners to consider as they seek to improve the quality of housing and the
health of their communities.
Background
Formal actions by the Board of Health can take three forms: resolutions, which are official or
formal statements of determination, decision, or opinion; regulations, which are binding; or
guidelines and recommendations, which are advisory in nature and lack regulatory effect. The
Board of Health was briefed in September 2014 on the potential to adopt a Guideline and
Recommendation related to the impacts of housing on health. A Board of Health subcommittee
was formed and began meeting in August 2015. Public Health staff consulted with the
subcommittee and developed a draft Healthy Housing Guideline and Recommendation, which
was subsequently brought to the full Board of Health, most recently in March 2017. During the
March 2017 briefing, members provided feedback and questions, particularly around the level
of community engagement that was conducted to arrive at the then current draft. Public Health
staff engaged in further stakeholder engagement and developed a new draft, further
incorporating community feedback.
Board of Healthy Housing Guideline and Recommendation
The Board of Health adopted the Healthy Housing Guideline and Recommendation on June 21,
2018, and it is included as Attachment A. A Board of Health Staff Report further summarizing
the process by which the Guideline and Recommendation was developed and its purpose and
contents begins on page 67 of the June Board of Health Packet.
The adopted Guideline and Recommendation is intended to provide a menu of policy options
for communities wishing to improve the quality of their housing stock and linked health
outcomes. SCA Board of Health members reiterated throughout the development of the
document that not all of the options outlined will be necessary or appropriate for all
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communities, but the document may provide cities with some high-level guidance on policy
opportunities to consider and may serve as a tool to reinforce ongoing work by cities.
The adopted Guideline and Recommendation consists of two sections—Local Policy Actions and
Cross Sector Partnership Opportunities. In each section, Board of Health guidelines related to
housing quality and healthy communities are outlined and more specific Board of Health
recommendations are then offered for each guideline. All of the included guidelines and
recommendations are at a high-level, and more detailed implementation work will be
necessary to execute the offered recommendations. Public Health – Seattle & King County staff
indicate that they plan to create an implementation manual to further assist local jurisdictions
as they make policy decisions impacting housing quality and the health of individuals and
communities. Public Health staff also indicate that they intend to serve as a resource for local
jurisdictions wishing to further explore opportunities to implement the policies highlighted in
the Healthy Housing Guideline and Recommendation.
Attachment
A. Healthy Housing Guideline and Recommendation
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Attachment A. King County Board of Health
Guideline and Recommendation on
Healthy Housing
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Housing Connection to Health and Human Services ...............................................................5
Housing Affordability ................................................................................................................5

The board may adopt guidelines and recommendations to express its current thinking on healthrelated topics pertinent to King County, and to provide policy guidance for other entities. The
guidelines and recommendations are advisory only and do not have the force and effect of law.
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King County Board of Health Guideline & Recommendation: Healthy Housing
OVERVIEW
Affordable, safe, quality housing is a social determinant of health and equityi and ensuring access to
housing is a key element in creating an overall healthy community. Poor quality housing stock and
decreased neighborhood safety, services and amenities, unhealthy environments, and lack of health
supporting policies contribute to significant health and opportunity inequities.ii,iii,iv Healthy community
design provides health-supporting environments and services such as access to transit, places to
walk and bike, parks and open space, and healthy and affordable food choices. By working in
partnerships to improve the safety and quality of housing and the surrounding neighborhood, a
community can build resiliency and strengthen its capacity to face other challenges while providing a
healthy environment for adults and children to live.
Housing Quality and Health
Children and adults spend a considerable amount of their time indoors and as much as 65% of their
time inside their home.v A 2009 statement from Steven K. Galson, Acting Surgeon General, identified
the leading causes of housing-related preventable deaths, disease and disability in the United States
as “asthma, lead poisoning, deaths in house fires, falls on stairs and from windows, burns and scald
injuries, and drownings in bathtubs and pools.” Consequently, deficient housing conditions can
contribute to illness especially in vulnerable populations such as children, persons with chronic health
conditions, and older adultsvi (see Appendix A for most recent King County rates of asthma, falls, and
unintentional poisonings).
Unhealthy housing conditions impact health and can contribute to excess healthcare costs and lost
revenue. Eliminating asthma triggers in housing can decrease missed days of school and work,
hospitalizations, and associated costs of treatment. In another case, economic loss due to the impact
of lead exposure on an individual’s IQ (intelligence quotient) is estimated to be up to $1 billion
annually in Washington State.vii
Housing maintenance approaches that consider the housing structure, the people in the home, and
potential health hazards can support the improvement of all residents’ health.
Equity
Communities have identified poor housing conditions and unaffordability as important underlying
causes of poor health outcomes. Anyone can suffer from housing-related illnesses or injuries, but
certain groups have historically had poor access to quality affordable housing because of
discriminatory rental and ownership practices and policies.
King County has 863,000 housing units, and with an estimated 757,000 residents living in rental
housing, this type of housing is an important option for many.viii Renters often have less control over
their housing environment than owners, are frequently unable to afford repair of housing hazards
themselves, and may fear retaliation or eviction if they request landlord assistance.
Residents often need to balance and prioritize housing quality, neighborhood characteristics, and
affordability. In King County, twenty-eight percent of homeowners and forty-five percent of rental
households, many of them older adults, pay 30% or more of their income on costs of housing.viii
Spending a high proportion of income on housing reduces resources for essentials like food, heating,
transportation, healthcare, and childcare and may force some to be homeless, live in shelters or
substandard housing, or move frequently. Improving and preserving the quality of existing housing
should be pursued simultaneously with building new affordable housing stock in King County to
prevent displacement and destabilization of residents.
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King County Board of Health Guideline & Recommendation: Healthy Housing

SECTION I – Local Policy Actions
Overarching Healthy Housing Policies
Board of Health Guideline: Reinforce the connections between housing and health for all
residents.
Key Healthy Housing Recommendations:
1.1 Adopt an ordinance or resolution that reinforces the importance of housing as a determinant of
health while balancing housing access, quality, and affordability.
1.2 Identify and collect standardized indicators to assess housing quality and include them in the
inventory and analysis of housing needs and conditions as part of the King County Countywide
Planning Policies.

Residential Building Design and Maintenance
Board of Health Guideline: Residents in all communities in King County have access to
housing that is dry, clean, pest-free, ventilated, thermally controlled, safe, contaminantfree, and maintained.
Key Healthy Housing Recommendations:
2.1 Use a rental property maintenance code that includes healthy housing standards.
Examples of health-related standards that may be included:
 Require building materials that are discolored or deteriorated by mold to be cleaned, dried,
and repaired.
 Encourage the implementation of smoke-free policies in multi-family housing.
 Require pest management that maintains dwellings free of infestation and conditions that
harbor pests by using methods that emphasize pest prevention and minimize the usage of
pesticides.
 Recommend building material in maintenance and renovations that is certified as having
no or low volatile organic chemicals and having no halogenated flame retardants.
 Assure that renovation, repair and painting work that disturbs painted surfaces (in pre-1978
dwellings) be performed in compliance with the requirements to reduce exposure to leadcontaminated dusts (EPA’s Renovation, Repair and Painting Rule), as administered by the
Washington Department of Commerce.
2.2 Use universal design building standards that enable people of all ages and persons with
different abilities to live safely in their home.
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King County Board of Health Guideline & Recommendation: Healthy Housing

Housing Knowledge and Education
Board of Health Guideline: Residents in all communities in King County are provided
proactive and meaningful opportunities to engage in decisions about their housing.
Key Healthy Housing Recommendations:
3.1 Assist residents to understand their rights and responsibilities and how to be good stewards of
their home.
3.2 Assist landlords to understand their rights, responsibilities, home maintenance requirements,
and potential funding mechanisms to assist in making repairs.
3.3 Work to resolve housing quality issues in a way that averts the need for code enforcement or
litigation.

Community Design
Board of Health Guideline: Residents throughout King County have access to housing that
is part of a broader community that supports healthy and equitable opportunities.
Key Healthy Housing Recommendations:
4.1 Use health and equity assessment tools for reviewing impacts of land use and community
planning on displacement, siting, and design.
4.2 Use meaningful engagement strategies to include underserved residents in community
planning and design processes and decision making.
4.3 Encourage policies, plans, and programs that consider bicycling, walking, and transit needs for
travel to and home, school, work, and other community services.
4.4 Encourage policies, plans, and programs in local jurisdictions that promote access to healthy
and affordable food in close proximity to housing (e.g. urban agriculture, farmers markets,
farm-to-table food distribution sites, and grocery stores).
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King County Board of Health Guideline & Recommendation: Healthy Housing

SECTION II – Cross Sector Partnership Opportunities
Housing Connection to Health and Human Services
Board of Health Guideline: Residents in all communities in King County have access to
health and human services that work to improve the housing environment in ways that
improve the health of residents.
Key Healthy Housing Recommendations:
5.1 Cultivate partnerships across multiple sectors (including jurisdictions, housing providers,
healthcare providers, and public health) in order to provide and promote services that improve
both housing conditions and health.
5.2 Improve communication and referral services across the multiple sectors (see 5.1) to better
connect residents to available services.
5.3 Create and enhance services (such as housing repair and healthy home visiting programs)
that improve housing quality and health outcomes.

Housing Affordability
Board of Health Guideline: Residents in all communities in King County have access to a
range of affordable healthy housing.
Key Healthy Housing Recommendations:
6.1 Promote existing and seek new financing opportunities at the state and federal level that could
assist property owners to improve their properties and reduce displacement of residents.
6.2 Develop a loan fund to assist landlords who do not have the resources to bring housing stock
up to minimum health and safety standards without raising rents. Such a loan fund would tie
affordability to favorable loan terms.
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Appendix A
BACKGROUND HEALTH DATA
Hospitalizations by Age Group and Select Cause — King County, WA, 2015

Asthma
Falls (all intents)
Unintentional Poisoning

Adults (18+ yrs.)
Count
Rate
664
40.7
6,268
384.6
667
40.9

Children (0-17 yrs.)
Count
Rate
488
112.1
182
41.8
40
9.2

Notes:
 Rate is per 100,000 population
 There are no unduplicated hospitalization data at this time. An individual hospitalized more
than once will be counted more than once, even if hospitalized for the same condition.
Data Source:
 WA Hospital Discharge Data, Comprehensive Hospitalization Abstract Reporting System
(CHARS) 1987-2015. Washington State Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics.
Prepared By:
 Public Health - Seattle & King County, Assessment, Policy Development & Evaluation Unit,
6/2018.
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Appendix B
RESOURCES
Resources organized by guideline.

Section I:
1. Overarching Healthy Housing Policies
Housing Facts Standard, City of San Francisco
http://housefacts.codeforamerica.org/SF/
2. Residential Building Design and Maintenance
National Healthy Housing Standards, 2014
http://www.nchh.org/Portals/0/Contents/NHHS_Full_Doc.pdf
City of Tukwila, Ordinance 2481 - 2015 International Property Maintenance Code (with Specific
Provisions of National Healthy Housing Standard)
http://records.tukwilawa.gov/WebLink8/DocView.aspx?id=267242&page=1&dbid=1
Rental Housing Licensing and Inspection Program, City of Tukwila, 2011,
http://www.tukwilawa.gov/departments/community-development/rental-housing/
Rental Housing Registration and Inspection Program, City of Seattle, 2012,
http://www.seattle.gov/DPD/codesrules/licensingregistration/RRIO/aboutrrio/
Inspections by Local Municipalities, Washington State Legislature, RCW 59.18.125,
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=59.18.125
Chronic Offenders Registry, City of Boston, 2012
https://law.resource.org/pub/us/code/city/ma/Boston/chapter09.pdf
Community Engagement & Rental Housing Inspection Program, City of Kent, 2017
http://www.kentreporter.com/news/kent-looks-to-start-rental-housing-inspection-program/
3. Housing Knowledge and Education
Renter’s Commission, City of Seattle, Ordinance 125280, March 2017
http://seattle.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=5106232&GUID=4A5220D6-7070-4D6A-89A2D3EA5EB0C4B5
Solid Ground, https://www.solid-ground.org/get-help/housing/for-tenants/
Tenant’s Union of Washington,
http://www.tenantsunion.org/en/programs/about-the-education-program1
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4. Community Design
Planning for Healthy Communities Guidelines and Recommendations, KC Board of Health, 2011
https://www.kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/ehs/~/media/health/publichealth/documents/heal
thyplaces/PHCGuidelines.ashx
Society of Health Impact Assessment Practitioners. http://hiasociety.org/
Health Impact Assessment is a process used to identify how a project, policy or program might
influence health
King County, Equity and Social Justice Tools and Resources.
http://www.kingcounty.gov/elected/executive/equity-social-justice/tools-resources.aspx
The Equity Team has developed a variety of tools and resources to increase equity and social
justice work, including resources on impact reviews, community engagement, and increasing
language access.
PolicyLink. Center for Health Equity and Place.
http://www.policylink.org/focus-areas/health-equity-and-place
PolicyLink and the Center for Health Equity and Place advances health equity as an essential
component of a society that values the well-being of all people by providing tools on food systems,
health systems, and the built environment.

Section II:
5. Connect Housing and Health Services
Breathe Easy at Home: Web-Based Referral System Linking Clinical Sites with Housing Code
Enforcement for Patients with Asthma, Boston
http://www.cityofboston.gov/news/uploads/5823_4_20_33.pdf
6. Housing Affordability
Property tax exemption program for preservation of certain affordable housing, Washington State
Legislature, 2015-16 Senate Bill 6239
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=6239&year=2015
Healthy Neighborhood Equity Fund Report. Boston Metropolitan Area Planning Council
http://www.mapc.org/hnef
Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing. U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development.
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/affht_pt.html#affh
A Regional Coalition for Housing
www.archhousing.org
South King Housing and Homelessness Partnership
http://www.housingconsortium.org/skhhp/
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July 11, 2018
SCA PIC Meeting

Item 11:
Future Levies and Ballot Measures in King County
UPDATE
SCA Staff Contact
Brian Parry, SCA Senior Policy Analyst, brian@soundcities.org, (206) 499-4159
Discussion
This is a monthly item on the PIC agenda to share information on upcoming local levies and
ballot measures in King County. Items identified as “potential future ballot measures” are
under consideration or reflect potential renewal of an existing levy, but have not been
approved to be placed on the ballot and may not ultimately move forward.
Future Ballot Measures – Countywide
Year
Month
Jurisdiction
2018
August
King County

Measure
Automatic Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS)
Levy. Six-year levy beginning with a rate of 3.5 cents
per $1,000 of assessed valuation in 2019; generating
approximately $21 million per year.

Future Ballot Measures – Schools and Special Purpose Districts
Year
Month
Jurisdiction
Measure
2018
August
South King Fire Levy increase to $1.50 per $1,000 of assessed
and Rescue
valuation from the current rate of $1.43
2019
February
Seattle School Operations Levy
District
2019
February
Seattle School Capital Levy
District
Potential Future Ballot Measures – SCA Cities
Year
Month
Jurisdiction
Measure
2018
November Bothell
Public Safety Operations Levy
2018
November Bothell
Fire Station Capital Bond
2018
November Covington
Transportation Benefit District (change source of
TBD funding from MVET to sales tax)
2018
November Kent
Public Safety Utility Tax
2018
November Kirkland
Public Safety Sales Tax
2018
November Renton
Parks Levy
2020
Kirkland
Fire Services and Capital Levy
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Potential Future Ballot Measures – Other Cities
Year
Month
Jurisdiction
Measure
2018
Seattle
Families and Education Levy (renewal)
2019
Seattle
Library Levy (renewal)
2020
Seattle
Transportation Benefit District (renewal)
Potential Future Ballot Measures – Countywide
Year
Month
Jurisdiction
Measure
2019
King County
Medic One/EMS Levy (renewal)
2019
King County
Regional Parks Levy (renewal)
2021
King County
Best Starts for Kids (renewal)
-----King County
Affordable Housing and Related Services Sales Tax
Next Steps
Please share this information with your city and provide information on upcoming elections in
your city to SCA Senior Policy Analyst Brian Parry at brian@soundcities.org or 206-499-4159.

July 11, 2018

Item 11: Future Levies & Ballot Measures

Page 68 of 73

July 11, 2018
SCA PIC Meeting

Item 12:
Potential Upcoming SCA Issues
UPDATE
SCA Staff Contact
Deanna Dawson, Executive Director, deanna@soundcities.org, (206) 495-3265,
Update
This is an ongoing, monthly PIC item noting issues that SCA members have asked to be
brought to the PIC.
Potential Issues
Throughout the year, issues brought forward by SCA members are tracked in this ongoing,
monthly agenda item and may be taken up by the PIC through workshops, briefings and
discussion items, and as action items.
Per direction of the PIC, staff are putting together workshops and trainings on the following
topics for the remainder of 2018:
• PSRC VISION 2050 (July)
• Open Public Meetings Act with trainer Kinnon Williams, Inslee Best (September)
• Emergency Management (October)
• Social Media (November)
If you or your city has additional items to be added to the list of potential upcoming SCA issues,
or items to suggest for future trainings or workshops, please contact Deanna Dawson,
deanna@soundcities.org.
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July 11, 2018
SCA PIC Meeting

Item 13a:
Local Hazardous Waste Management Program Rate
INFORMATIONAL ITEM
SCA Staff Contact
Ellie Wilson-Jones, Senior Policy Analyst, ellie@soundcities.org, (206) 495-5238
38TU

U38T

SCA Local Hazardous Waste Management Program (LHWMP) Management Coordination
Committee Member
Councilmember Hank Myers, Redmond
SCA Board of Health Members
Council President Angela Birney, Redmond (Caucus Chair); Deputy Mayor Susan Honda, Federal
Way (Vice Caucus Chair); Mayor David Baker, Kenmore (Alternate); Deputy Mayor Erin Sitterley,
SeaTac (Alternate)
Informational Item
The Local Hazardous Waste Management Program is a multi-jurisdictional program serving all
cities in King County with hazardous waste disposal services and more upstream interventions
intended to reduce exposure to harmful hazardous materials and reduce the amount of such
material being used. Funding to support the program comes from fees charged for wastewater
and solid waste services. In June, the Board of Health voted to approve a four-year, 5.4 percentper-year fee increase to support the program.
Background
The Local Hazardous Waste Program (LHWMP) is a multi‐jurisdictional program established in
1990 with a mission to protect and enhance public health and environmental quality in King
County by reducing the threat posed by the production, use, storage, and disposal of hazardous
materials. LHWMP was created to fulfill a state law requiring local governments to, either
individually or jointly, develop and implement a plan to address hazardous waste.
The LHWMP was enabled under the Board of Health code, and it serves all King County
residents. The LHWMP is guided by a Management Coordination Committee, consisting of one
SCA appointee (Redmond Councilmember Hank Myers) and representatives from each of the
agencies that partner to deliver LHWMP services: Public Health – Seattle & King County, Seattle
Public Utilities, King County Solid Waste Division, and King County Water & Land Resources
Division.
The Public Issues Committee was briefed on a proposed fee increase for the LHWMP during the
February 14, 2018 Public Issues Committee (Packet and Minutes). Fees on solid waste and
wastewater services that fund the program were, for the most part, last adjusted in 2012 (solid
waste fees were restructured in 2015 resulting in a decrease for single family ratepayers).
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Additional information about program expenses and revenue needs was provided in the
February PIC Packet and in supplementary materials provided by LHWMP staff and attached to
the February PIC Minutes.
During the February PIC meeting, it was reported that the LHWMP Management Coordination
Committee (MCC) was then proposing a phased fee increase with yearly fee adjustments
ranging from 8.6 percent to 3 percent each year for six years. That proposal was subsequently
refined by the MCC to smooth the fee increase proposal to 7 percent each year for six years.
More recently, during the May 9, 2018 PIC meeting, PIC members were provided an update
that the MCC had further reduced its fee proposal to a two-year fee period with an increase of
3.5 percent each year.
The Board of Health, which holds authority to set the fees that support the LHWMP program,
reviewed those fee options during its May meeting, and Board of Health members requested
an alternative fee option that would be of a smaller size and shorter duration than the prior sixyear, 7 percent-per-year option but that would provide more stability than the most recently
proposed two-year, 3.5 percent-per year option, which would have required rate-planning work
to resume in 2019 and which was projected to require a roughly 30 percent increase in the
subsequent two-year period.
Approved LHWMP Fee Increase
On June 21, 2018, the Board of Health approved a four-year, 5.4 percent-per-year increase to
the LHWMP fee beginning January 1, 2019. A Board of Health staff report summarizing the
three rate models considered by the Board of Health is available here. A table summarizing the
approved rate model is adapted from that staff report as Figure 1 below.
Figure 1. LHWMP Current and 2019-2022 Fees
Current Fees
2018

New 2019-2022 Fees
2019

2020

2021

2022

$45.79

$48.26

$50.87

$53.62

$56.51

Private Vehicle (per trip)

$1.81

$1.91

$2.01

$2.12

$2.23

Commercial Vehicle (per ton)

$4.73

$4.99

$5.25

$5.54

$5.84

Single Family Residential (per mo.)

$0.84

$0.89

$0.93

$0.98

$1.04

Commercial Cart (<0.48 yd3/mo.)

$1.46

$1.54

$1.62

$1.71

$1.80

Commercial Dumpster (0.48-10 yd /mo.)

$12.01

$12.66

$13.34

$14.06

$14.82

Commercial Roll-Off (>10 yd3/mo.)

$46.15

$48.64

$51.27

$54.04

$56.96

Wastewater Fee (per 1M gal.)
Transfer Station Fee

Solid Waste Fee

3
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Next Steps
There are eight billing entities for LHWMP wastewater fees (including the cities of Duvall,
Enumclaw, North Bend, and Snoqualmie and other water treatment providers), 11 billing
entities for solid waste fees charged on collection services (including the cities of Auburn,
Enumclaw, Kirkland, Pacific, Renton, Skykomish, Seattle, and private companies), and four
transfer station operators, all of which will need to update their systems to charge the new
fees. LHWMP staff indicate that they are preparing materials to communicate the fee changes
to billing entities and other stakeholders.
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