SCA Public Issues Committee
AGENDA

October 14, 2020 – 7:00 PM

Due to the COVID-19 emergency and pursuant to the Governor’s Safe Start-Stay Healthy
Proclamation, the PIC meeting will be conducted remotely.
Members of the public may view or listen to the meeting using the following methods:
From computer, tablet or smartphone:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89856447927?pwd=dXl5UjVWT3dyREtFMWhHZ09TV09SZz09
Passcode: 463972
Or dial in by phone: 1-253-215-8782 / Webinar ID: 898 5644 7927 / Password: 463972
1. Welcome and Roll Call – Christie Malchow, Sammamish, Chair

5 minutes

2. Public Comment – Christie Malchow, Sammamish, Chair

10 minutes

3. Approval of Minutes – September 9, 2020 Meeting
Page 5

5 minutes

4. Chair’s Report – Christie Malchow, Sammamish, Chair

5 minutes

5. Executive Director’s Report – Deanna Dawson, SCA Executive Director

10 minutes

6. Appointment of 2021 PIC Nominating Committee
CHAIR ACTION
Page 16
Deanna Dawson, SCA Executive Director

5 minutes

7. Affordable Housing Sales Tax
DISCUSSION
Page 17
Alexis Mercedes Rinck, SCA Policy Analyst

20 minutes

8. 2021 SCA Legislative Agenda
POTENTIAL FUTURE ACTION
Page 23
Jackie Wheeler, SCA Policy Analyst

15 minutes

9. Emergency Management Zone Coordinators
DISCUSSION
Page 29
Jackie Wheeler, SCA Policy Analyst

15 minutes
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10. VISION 2050 Plan Update
UPDATE
Page 33
Brian Parry, SCA Policy Director

10 minutes

11. Levies and Ballot Measures in King County
UPDATE
Page 36
Brian Parry, SCA Policy Director

10 minutes

12. Potential Upcoming SCA Issues
UPDATE
Page 38
Brian Parry, SCA Policy Director

5 minutes

13. Informational Items
a. King County 2021-2022 Biennial Budget
Page 40
b. Hazardous Waste Management Program
Page 43
14. Upcoming Events
15. SCA Board Meeting – Wednesday, October 21, 2020 – 10:00 AM – noon
b. SCA Public Issues Committee – Thursday, November 12, 2020 – 7:00 to 9:00 PM – Note the
November PIC meeting will take place on a Thursday
c. SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series #5 (Special Challenges of Running for Office and Serving as
an Elected Official as a BIPOC) – Friday, November 13, 2020 – 2:30 to 4:00 PM
d. SCA Board Meeting – Wednesday, November 18, 2020 – 10:00 AM – noon
e. SCA Networking Event - Legislative Preview – Friday, November 20, 2020 – 2:30 to 4:00 PM
f. SCA Annual Meeting – Wednesday, December 2, 2020 – 5:30 – 7:30 PM
15. For the Good of the Order
16. Adjourn
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Sound Cities Association
Mission

To provide leadership through advocacy, education, mutual support and
networking to cities in King County as they act locally and
partner regionally to create livable vital communities.

Vision

Capitalizing on the diversity of our cities to lead policy change to make the
Puget Sound region the best in the world.

Values

SCA aspires to create an environment that fosters mutual support, respect, trust,
fairness and integrity for the greater good of the association and its membership.
SCA operates in a consistent, inclusive, and transparent manner that
respects the diversity of our members and encourages open discussion
and risk-taking.

SCA PIC October 14, 2020

3

Commonly Used Acronyms
ADS Advisory Council
AFIS Advisory Committee
AWC
BOH
CYAB
DVI Task Force
EDDB
EMAC
EMS Advisory Task Force
ETP
GMPB
GMPC
GSP
IJT
JRC
K4C
KCD
KCDAC
KCFCD
KCFCDAC
KCPEC
LEOFF1 Disability Board
LHWMP
LHWMP MCC
MIDD
MKCC
MSWMAC
PIC
PSAP
PSCAA
PSCAAAC
PSERN
PSRC
RLSJC
RPC
RPEC
RTC
RWQC
SCA
SCAACG
SCATBd
SeaShore
SWAC
TPB

Advisory Council on Aging and Disability Services
Automated Fingerprint Identification System Advisory Committee
Association of Washington Cities
Board of Health
Children and Youth Advisory Board
Domestic Violence Initiative Regional Task Force
Central Puget Sound Economic Development District Board
Emergency Management Advisory Committee
Emergency Medical Services Levy Advisory Task Force
Eastside Transportation Partnership
PSRC Growth Management Policy Board
King County Growth Management Planning Council
Greater Seattle Partners
Interjurisdictional Team – staff support to the GMPC
Joint Recommendations Committee for Community Development Block Grants
King County-Cities Climate Collaboration
King Conservation District
King Conservation District Advisory Committee
King County Flood Control District
King County Flood Control District Advisory Committee
King County Project Evaluation Committee
Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters Plan 1 Disability Board
Local Hazardous Waste Management Program
Local Hazardous Waste Management Program Management Coordination
Committee
Mental Illness and Drug Dependency Oversight Committee
Metropolitan King County Council
Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee
Public Issues Committee
Public Safety Answering Points
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency Advisory Council
Puget Sound Emergency Radio Network
Puget Sound Regional Council
Regional Law Safety and Justice Committee
Regional Policy Committee
PSRC Regional Project Evaluation Committee
Regional Transit Committee
Regional Water Quality Committee
Sound Cities Association
South Central Action Area Caucus Group
South County Area Transportation Board
Seashore Transportation Forum
Solid Waste Advisory Committee
PSRC Transportation Policy Board
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SCA Public Issues Committee
DRAFT MINUTES

September 9, 2020 – 7:00 PM
TELEPHONIC

1. Welcome and Roll Call
PIC Chair Councilmember Christie Malchow, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 31 cities
had representation (Attachment A).
Guests present: Councilmember Barbara de Michelle, Issaquah (PIC Alternate); Councilmember
Corina Pfeil, Kenmore (PIC Alternate); Councilmember David Rosenbaum, Mercer Island (PIC
Alternate); Councilmember Nancy Tosta, Burien (PIC Alternate); Councilmember Semra Riddle,
Lake Forest Park (PIC Alternate); Councilmember Toby Nixon, Kirkland (PIC Alternate);
Councilmember Venessa Kritzer, Redmond (PIC Alternate); Valerie O’Halloran, Renton staff;
Tom Goff, King County staff; Diana Hart, Woodville staff; Doug Levy, Renton consultant; Jenny
Huston, King County staff; Joyce Nichols, Bellevue staff; Kelsey Beck, Seattle staff; Lauren Craig,
King County Metro staff; and, Mike Dee, Issaquah Schools Foundation.
SCA Policy Director Brian Parry provided an overview of how the meeting would be facilitated
using Zoom Webinar. He noted that any discussion in the chat logs would be maintained for
public records purposes and included in the PIC minutes (Attachment B).
2. Public Comment
Chair Malchow asked if there was anyone in attendance who would like to provide public
comment. Hearing none, Chair Malchow closed the public comment portion of the meeting.
3. Approval of the July 8, 2020 PIC Minutes
Chair Malchow asked if there were any amendments to the July 8, 2020 PIC minutes. Mayor
David Baker, Kenmore, moved, seconded by Councilmember Ed Prince, Renton, to approve
the July 8, 2020 minutes. The motion passed unanimously.
4. Chair’s Report
Chair Malchow reported that members of SCA leadership recently met with King County
Executive Dow Constantine. One of the topics discussed was his intent to pursue a countywide
sales tax to support affordable housing through the councilmanic authority granted by the state
legislature during the 2020 legislative session (HB 1590). She said further discussion about the
proposal would occur during Item 8.
5. Executive Director’s Report
SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson reminded PIC members to RSVP for meetings to avoid
confusion over who would be representing their city at the meeting and to ensure the member
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or alternate receives the proper link to join the meeting as appropriate. She reminded
members to review PIC materials ahead of the meetings and encouraged members to provide
any feedback about how those materials can be more user-friendly. She noted that SCA staff
sought to limit the number of items on the agenda to those where there is the greatest need
for feedback to allow time for discussion, and that the agenda packet also included several
informational items. She said that SCA is organizing new forums to discuss important regional
issues and encouraged members to suggest topics for future events. SCA is also working to set a
regular meeting with King County Public Health and more information will be coming soon. She
said the call for nominations to serve on regional boards and committees in 2021 would be sent
to SCA members in the coming days. She also introduced Policy Analyst Jackie Wheeler, who
was recently hired by SCA and will be staffing SCA members on a host of regional committees,
including the Regional Transit Committee, Regional Water Quality Committee, Solid Waste
Advisory Committee, Flood Control Advisory Committee, and the Emergency Management
Advisory Committee.
6. Appointment of 2021 PIC Nominating Committee
Chair Malchow reported that per the SCA bylaws, in October of each year the PIC chair is to
appoint a Nominating Committee of the PIC consisting of one representative from each SCA
regional caucus. Nominating Committee members must also serve on PIC. There is a vacancy in
2021 for a committee member from the SCA South Caucus as Councilmember Ed Prince,
Renton, has decided to step away from the committee after many excellent years of service.
SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson sent a request for nominees on August 13, 2020 and
received two volunteers: Councilmember Kate Kruller, Tukwila; and Councilmember Traci
Buxton, Des Moines. Chair Malchow said that she would be making a decision on filling the
south vacancy in the coming week and make the formal appointment at the October PIC
meeting. Eligible members were asked to contact SCA or Chair Malchow if they were interested
in serving on the committee. The other three current members who will continue serving on
the Nominating Committee in 2021 are Councilmember Chance LaFleur, Enumclaw (South
Valley Caucus); Councilmember Ross Loudenback, North Bend (Snoqualmie Valley Caucus); and
Councilmember Chris Roberts, Shoreline (North Caucus).
7. 2021 Legislative Agenda
SCA Policy Analyst Jackie Wheeler reported on the work of SCA’s Legislative Committee in
developing a 2021 legislative agenda and requested input from PIC members on potential
priorities for consideration as well as insight on where cities are in developing their own
legislative priorities for the upcoming session. At future meetings, PIC will review the
recommendations of the Legislative Committee and recommend a proposed Legislative Agenda
for formal adoption by the SCA Board of Directors.
Wheeler referenced the SCA 2020 Legislative Agenda and end-of-session report which focused
on issues related to affordable housing, transportation, and local decision-making authority.
She also reminded PIC of the COVID-19 Legislative Agenda, adopted earlier in the year in
anticipation of a potential special legislative session. A special session has not been convened
and is not expected until possibly after the November General Election, if at all.
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Wheeler explained that SCA has traditionally worked in partnership with the Association of
Washington Cities (AWC) to either amplify their message or to focus on issues that more
directly impact SCA cities. She stated that AWC’s Legislative Priorities Committee recently
identified five top priorities for the 2021 session, pending AWC Board review and approval.
Those priorities include state shared revenue, transportation revenue package, fiscal flexibility,
statewide policing reform, and housing instability assistance.
SCA’s Legislative Committee met in August to begin identifying high-level legislative priorities
that are consistent with those identified by the SCA Board at their 2020 retreat. Those issue
areas include the following “buckets” that will be refined at future Legislative Committee
meetings:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Invest in Economic Recovery
Address the Fiscal Needs of Cities to Provide Local Services
Address Housing Instability
Invest in Transportation and Other Infrastructure
Limit State Interference in Local Democracy
Enact Law Enforcement Reform

SCA’s Legislative Committee will continue to meet over the coming months and will bring
recommendations to PIC for review at a future meeting.
Councilmember Kelli Curtis, Kirkland, asked for clarification on what is meant by “limit state
interference on local democracy” in the current list of high-level priorities identified by the SCA
Legislative Committee. SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson responded that it is a way that
some have started to explain the concept of local control and the idea that local government is
closer to the people and best equipped to address many issues. Curtis said that Kirkland has
begun querying councilmembers for legislative priorities, but nothing has been vetted at this
point. She said the city has been talking with local legislators about a pilot project at the
Kingsgate Park & Ride property to support specific public benefits, such as affordable housing,
within Transit Oriented Developments on public land. She noted that council is also concerned
about the presence of armed citizens at peaceful gatherings and is talking internally about how
to enforce unlawful carry laws and welcome input from PIC members on suggestions.
Councilmember Kate Kruller, Tukwila, said that her city council has not started considering
priorities as they are in the middle of their biennial budget process. She asked if the Legislative
Committee and staff would like to hear draft ideas on legislative priorities or wait until they are
more solidified. SCA Policy Analyst Jackie Wheeler stated that SCA staff welcomes any feedback
on what cities are thinking even though it may be preliminary.
Councilmember Janice Zahn, Bellevue, stated two issues being discussed in Bellevue are
childcare and support for small businesses as a part of economic recovery. SCA Executive
Director Deanna Dawson responded that the SCA Legislative Committee is also talking about
those issues as part of the economic recovery priority.
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PIC Vice Chair Bill Boyce, Kent, said that his city is still early in their process, but some issues
that may come forward are streamlined sales tax mitigation, transportation, parks, and
statewide law enforcement data collection.
Councilmember Traci Buxton, Des Moines, said that they have not started discussion on
legislative priorities, but she expects their legislative agenda will include priorities focused on
transportation, economic recovery, and Sea-Tac Airport. She said she supports all of the issues
identified by the SCA Legislative Committee.
Deputy Mayor Krystal Marx, Burien, stated that Burien is still discussing priorities. She said they
are asking legislators to focus on the airport community and environmental impacts, COVID-19
recovery, and support for school districts. There has also been a lot of support for working with
Washington Association of Sheriffs & Police Chiefs (WASPC) on a database for tracking extreme
use of force and hiring practices.
8. Affordable Housing
SCA Policy Analyst Alexis Mercedes Rinck updated PIC on the Affordable Housing Committee's
work on two priorities identified in the Five‐Year Action Plan: recommending amendments to
the Housing Chapter of the Countywide Planning Policies and identifying new resources to
build, preserve, or subsidize affordable units.
Rinck reported that the Countywide Planning Policies (or “CPP’s”) are a series of policies that
address growth management issues in King County. The CPP’s are developed and approved by
the King County Growth Management Planning Council, and must also be approved by the King
County Council and ratified by cities and towns. The role of the CPP’s is to implement the
Growth Management Act by creating a shared policy framework that guides the development
of local comprehensive plans, provides consistent expectations and direction for issues that
extend beyond a single jurisdiction, and ensures that the comprehensive plans of each city
work together toward a common purpose. The Affordable Housing Committee will be providing
recommendations to the Growth Management Planning Council on updates to the Housing
Chapter of the CPP’s. She described that the current Housing Chapter of the CPP’s was first
established in 1992 and was substantially revised as part of the most recent update in 2012.
The intent of the current policies is to recognize that conditions affecting housing supply are
different throughout the county and will require different solutions. For example, in some
communities, efforts focused on preservation of existing affordable housing stock may be the
most effective. In others, the more effective approach may be to capitalize on new
development and tools to incentivize or require the inclusion of affordable units.
Rinck explained that the AHC has identified several priority areas of focus for the update to the
CPP’s, including reconsidering how overall need is defined; opportunities to increase
jurisdictional accountability toward meeting housing need; and, address equity and social
justice in regional planning.
Rinck emphasized that to help guide the SCA caucus of the Affordable Housing Committee as
they engage in the current update to the CPP’s, it is important to have SCA city feedback on the
current policy framework and how it can be improved.
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In addition to reviewing affordable housing policies, the Affordable Housing Committee is also
engaged in an effort to analyze and identify unused and new revenue sources to support
affordable housing development and preservation. As provided for in the Five‐Year Action Plan,
the Affordable Housing Committee is tasked with working with cities and the county to identify
affordable housing revenue sources that could be implemented at the city or countywide level,
and to collectively advocate for increased state and federal resources. Rinck said that other
community stakeholder groups have been asked to provide input on questions related to
potential revenue sources including preferred revenue tools to consider, what criteria should
be used to evaluate new sources, and whether new revenue sources should be considered.
Rinck reported that the SCA caucus to the Affordable Housing Committee met recently and the
consensus from that discussion is that given the fiscal realities of the COVID‐19 pandemic, and
its effect on cities’ budgets and the impact on residents, members do not feel this is an
appropriate time to be advocating for new taxing options at the local level. However, there
remains an opportunity to provide input on priorities related to affordable housing funding in
the short and long term.
Rinck referred to a current example of the new authority granted by HB 1590, approved in the
most recent legislative session, to adopt a one‐tenth of one percent sales tax for affordable
housing by councilmanic authority. She described that this can only be implemented
countywide until September 30, 2020; however, following that deadline, cities are able to
authorize the tax themselves. She noted that if the County authorizes the tax after a city does
so, the county must provide a credit to that city for the portion of the tax attributable to that
city.
Rinck said that King County Executive Dow Constantine met with SCA leadership and expressed
his intent to propose a countywide tax for affordable housing to the King County Council;
however, it is unlikely that it will be implemented before the September 30 deadline, offering a
window of opportunity for cities to instead implement the tax.
Rinck asked PIC members for feedback on whether their city is considering imposing some or all
the levy amount authorized under HB 1590 should King County not impose the full tax rate by
September 30; and for feedback on the potential for the County to move forward with a
countywide levy.
Councilmember Ed Prince, Renton, said that based on the discussion at a recent meeting
between SCA Board leadership and King County Executive Dow Constantine, it appears likely
the county will move forward with a countywide tax. He said SCA Board leadership emphasized
that any countywide levy needs to include legitimate subregional planning with cities that
considers their needs for housing and for wrap-around services.
Mayor Leanne Guier, Pacific, said that the county should be working with the jurisdictions to
get community support before they purchase property, and that they should also ensure
supportive services are in place.
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Chair Malchow stated that during the meeting with Executive Constantine she emphasized the
need to make sure there is a plan before any tax is implemented.
Councilmember Traci Buxton, Des Moines, noted that Des Moines is a member of South King
Housing and Homelessness Partners (SKHHP), and she would like to see outreach to
organizations that cities are investing in, such as SKHHP and A Regional Coalition for Housing
(ARCH) to ensure they are consulted when considering spending the funds raised from HB1590.
Mayor Angela Birney, Redmond, said the city would not be pursuing the sales tax authority
authorized by HB 1590, but if the county does so it would have the ability to pool resources and
could take action quickly. She agreed that it’s extremely important that there is communication
between the county and cities regarding how the funds are spent, and that any properties
purchased by the county need to be in the right locations where services can be provided.
Councilmember Ross Loudenback, North Bend, said he is concerned with the county unilaterally
taking action and that cities should have more input on the issue.
Councilmember Kate Kruller, Tukwila, said she understands city concerns about being involved
in decisions about how any funds from the tax are spent in their cities, but she did not want to
dismiss the idea of a countywide levy entirely. She emphasized that if the county works with
cities, it could have some good impacts on growth in the region.
Councilmember Bill Boyce, Kent, said that it may be best to control one’s own destiny by
enacting the tax. He said his city council has not discussed the issue but would be doing so.
Councilmember Kelli Curtis, Kirkland, reported that they have not spoken as a council, but that
with some guardrails on how the funds are spent, there are some great opportunities.
Councilmember Earnest Thompson, Normandy Park, questioned what senior facilities are for
sale that the county might be thinking of purchasing. He said that he would like the ability for
cities to option in or out of the tax. He said he does not like the idea of the county imposing the
tax upon them. He said that he has no objections to affordable housing but that his community
wants to see housing built that is equal to what they already have, not superior or inferior, and
that this will ensure new residents are able to blend in and be part of the community.
Councilmember Benson Wong, Mercer Island thanked those who represented SCA at the
meeting with Executive Constantine and that he agreed the county should be working with
cities on how the new funding might be spent.
Mayor Elaine Cook, Woodinville, reported on a North King County Housing Task Force effort to
build a shelter in Shoreline by January and said they too are looking at senior living facilities as
potential options.
9. VISION 2050 Plan Update
SCA Policy Director Brian Parry reported that the proposed update to the regional plan for
growth, VISION 2050, is being considered for action at the September 24, 2020 meeting of the
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PSRC Executive Board. If approved by the Executive Board, the draft plan will then go before
the PSRC General Assembly made up of all PSRC member jurisdictions for final approval in
October.
Parry said the draft VISION 2050 plan sets the framework for how the four-county PSRC region
will manage growth of an additional 1.8 million people and 1.2 million jobs in the next 30 years.
The plan sets important expectations that will guide the development of countywide growth
targets, city comprehensive plans, and sets the stage for regional collaboration on a host of
important issues such as affordable housing and local infrastructure funding.
The Executive Board reviewed a limited set of amendments at their July meeting that are
expected to be voted upon this month along with the full plan. Notably, the Executive Board
will be asked to decide an issue that received significant debate earlier in the process related to
the distribution of population in Snohomish County in the plan.
Parry said a closely split vote was anticipated at the September Executive Board meeting
concerning projected population growth in Snohomish County’s rural areas (growth occurring
outside of the urban growth boundary). In total, the amendment would shift planning
expectations for 12,000 people in Snohomish County by increasing anticipated rural growth
while lowering the growth that must be planned for in "Core Cities" (Bothell, Lynnwood) and
"Cities and Towns" (Brier, Darrington, Gold Bar, Granite Falls, Index, Lake Stevens, Snohomish,
Stanwood, Sultan, Woodway).
At prior meetings of the Executive Board, some members raised concerns about indirect
impacts to a potentially more dispersed growth pattern and whether it would lead to negative
environmental and transportation impacts in the region. Snohomish County and others
supporting their proposed growth pattern have questioned the role of PSRC in requiring
changes to what was negotiated and approved by Snohomish County and its cities’ countywide
planning body, Snohomish County Tomorrow. Snohomish County has also noted that they have
programs in place to transfer development rights from the rural area to urban parts of the
county.
Mayor Angela Birney, Redmond, noted that she serves on the PSRC Executive Board. She said
that she can understand where Snohomish County is coming from, but that their proposal
works against the overall goal of the region to focus growth in centers and urban areas, and
that it raises concerns about increased impacts to transportation infrastructure and the
environment.
Councilmember Kate Kruller, Tukwila, said that the proposed amendment sounds aggressive,
but that she would like to discuss with her council and also hear more from environmental
advocacy groups that are opposing the amendment before taking a position.
Councilmember Tola Marts, Issaquah, said that he does not support growth outside of the
urban growth area and cited passthrough traffic in the city of Issaquah as an example of the
impacts to quality of life from growth that is not supported by necessary infrastructure.
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Councilmember James McNeal said that he had concerns with the proposed amendment, and
that growth should be focused in cities that have the infrastructure to support it.
Mayor Benson Wong, Mercer Island, said that his city council has a long history of involvement
in sustainability and environmental issues and that while he personally did not support the
proposed amendment, he would need to confer with his full council before weighing-in
formally.
Councilmember Traci Buxton, Des Moines, noted that she serves on the PSRC Growth
Management Policy Board, which previously considered the proposed amendment now before
the PSRC Executive Board. She said she believes Snohomish County has worked hard to reduce
the amount of growth they are seeing in the rural area and that it is unclear that their proposal
would cause harm to other jurisdictions.
Councilmember Chris Roberts, Shoreline, said he does believe there is potential harm to cities
presented by the Snohomish County amendment, including environmental impacts that affect
everyone. He said many compromises were made to develop the recommendation that is
currently in front of the Executive Board and he did not see a reason to make any changes now.
10. Levies and Ballot Measures in King County
SCA Policy Director Brian Parry reported on results of the August 4, 2020 election and measures
that will appear on the November 3, 2020 General Election ballot. In August, voters approved
operating fund increases for Snoqualmie Pass Fire & Rescue, Mountain View Fire & Rescue, and
South King Fire & Rescue. Measures that will appear on the ballot in November include a bond
measure for Harborview Medical Center, a series of proposed amendments to the King County
Charter, a fire and emergency services levy in Kirkland, and a utility tax proposal in Newcastle.
Mayor Elaine Cook, Woodinville, reported that a proposal to merge the Northshore Fire
Department and the Woodinville Fire and Rescue is anticipated in early 2021. Mayor David
Baker, Kenmore, agreed and asked that the proposed merger be included on future reports.
11. Potential Upcoming SCA Issues
SCA Policy Director Brian Parry said that SCA would hosting the third in a series of Racial Equity
and Justice webinars on Friday, September 11, and that recordings of the webinar series were
being made available on the SCA website.
Mayor Marianne Klaas, Clyde Hill, complimented the Racial Equity and Justice Series and
encouraged PIC members to attend or watch the recordings online.
12. Informational Items
SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson noted that three information items were included in
the PIC packet covering the King County Regional Homelessness Authority, Charter Review
Amendment Proposals, and Metro Service Changes. She noted that at a recent meeting of the
King County Regional Policy Committee, questions were raised about proposed bylaws for the
Regional Homelessness Authority and whether the proposals were in legal accordance with the
Interlocal Agreement that formed the Authority. She said that SCA staff will continue to
monitor the issue.
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13. Upcoming Events
a. SCA Public Issues Committee – Wednesday, October 14, 2020 – 7:00 to 9:00 PM
b. SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series #4 (Policing) – Friday, October 9, 2020 – 2:30 to 4:00
PM
c. SCA Public Issues Committee – Wednesday, October 14, 2020 – 7:00 to 9:00 PM
d. SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series #5 (Special Challenges of Running for Office and
Serving as an Elected Official as a BIPOC) – Friday, November 13, 2020 – 2:30 to 4:00 PM
e. SCA Networking Event – Legislative Preview – Friday, November 20, 2020 – 2:30 to 4:00
PM
f. SCA Annual Meeting – Wednesday, December 2, 2020 – 5:30 to 7:30 PM
14. For the Good of the Order
Councilmember Erin Stout, Black Diamond, reported that former Black Diamond city
councilmember Craig Goodwin recently passed away. She offered remembrance of Goodwin as
an avid outdoorsman, fantastic photographer, and an inspirational member of the Black
Diamond City Council and community. Stout also reported that the city recently hit a policy
milestone many months in the making with the adoption of their school impact fee program.
Councilmember Janice Zahn, Bellevue, said that she would like to take a moment to
acknowledge the many communities impacted by wildfires.
Councilmember James McNeal, Bothell, complimented the work of SCA in organizing the Racial
Equity and Justice Series and said that he appreciated being a part of those conversations and
hearing the perspectives of not only elected officials but also youth in the community. McNeal
reported on recent work with teens in the Northshore School District to hold a series of
conversations about race. He said it is an evolving conversation and showed promise to bring
people together.
SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson noted that the most recent of the Racial Equity and
Justice series was a discussion with youth that included their recommendations on best
practices for engaging with youth in communities through youth councils. She said more
information on their recommendations would be sent to SCA mayors and city managers.
Councilmember James McNeal, Bothell, said that combined action by everyone in the region is
the way to move forward.
Councilmember Kate Kruller, Tukwila, highlighted the launch of Spice Bridge, a global food hall
at Tukwila Village. Spice Bridge is a food business incubator program that helps King County
women of color and immigrants start and grow thriving businesses. Kruller encouraged PIC
members to visit and said the food is amazing.
15. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 8:56 PM.
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Public Issues Committee Meeting
September 9, 2020
City
Representative
Alternate
Algona
Dave Hill
Auburn
Nancy Backus
James Jeyaraj
Beaux Arts Village
Tom Stowe
Athena Howes
Bellevue
Janice Zahn
Jeremy Barksdale
Black Diamond
Erin Stout
Tamie Deady
Bothell
James McNeal
Tom Agnew
Burien
Krystal Marx
Nancy Tosta
Carnation
Dustin Green
Kim Lisk
Clyde Hill
Marianne Klaas
Kim Muromoto
Covington
Joseph Cimaomo, Jr.
Kristina Soltys
Des Moines
Traci Buxton
Anthony Martinelli
Duvall
Michelle Hogg
Jennifer Knaplund
Enumclaw
Chance LaFleur
Tony Binion
Federal Way
Martin Moore
Lydia Assefa-Dawson
Hunts Point
Joseph Sabey
N/A
Issaquah
Tola Marts
Barbara de Michele
Kenmore
David Baker
Corina Pfeil
Kent
Bill Boyce
Toni Troutner
Kirkland
Kelli Curtis
Toby Nixon
Lake Forest Park
Tom French
Semra Riddle
Maple Valley
Sean Kelly
Les Burberry
Medina
Jennifer Garone
Jessica Rossman
Mercer Island
Benson Wong
David Rosembaum
Milton
Jim Gillespie
Shanna Styron Sherrell
Newcastle
Linda Newing
Tony Ventrella
Normandy Park
Sue-Ann Hohimer
Ernest Thompson
North Bend
Ross Loudenback
Heather Koellen
Pacific
Leanne Guier
David Sporaasli
Redmond
Angela Birney
Vaness Kritzer
Renton
Ed Prince
Armondo Pavone
Sammamish
Christie Malchow
Kent Treen
SeaTac
Erin Sitterley
Pam Fernald
Shoreline
Chris Roberts
Will Hall
Skykomish
Henry Sladek
Snoqualmie
Katherine Ross
Matt Larson
Tukwila
Kate Kruller
Verna Seal
Woodinville
Elaine Cook
Gary Harris
Yarrow Point
Dicker Cahill
SCA
Deanna Dawson
Alexis Mercedes Rinck
Brian Parry
Leah Willoughby
Cities present at the meeting are bolded. Voting representatives present are highlighted.
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Item 6:
Appointment of 2021 PIC Nominating Committee
CHAIR ACTION

October 14, 2020
SCA PIC Meeting

SCA Staff Contact
Deanna Dawson, Executive Director, deanna@soundcities.org, (206) 495-3265
Action
The Public Issues Committee (PIC) Chair will appoint members to the 2021 PIC Nominating
Committee at the October PIC meeting per the SCA bylaws as follows:
•
•
•
•

Councilmember Chance LaFleur, Enumclaw (South Valley Caucus);
Councilmember Ross Loudenback, North Bend (Snoqualmie Valley Caucus);
Councilmember Chris Roberts, Shoreline (North Caucus); and,
Councilmember Traci Buxton, Des Moines, (South Caucus).

Background
SCA Bylaw 4.16.7(g) provides that, “A nominating committee of the Public Issues Committee
consisting of one representative of each SCA Regional Caucus shall be appointed by the Chair of
the Public Issues Committee in October to recommend appointments to the committee.
Members shall serve for a period of one year.”
The PIC Nominating Committee makes recommendations to the PIC on who should be
appointed to various regional boards and committees. The PIC then makes recommendations
to the SCA Board of Directors for final approval. The boards and committees that SCA appoints
to can be found here.
At the September PIC meeting, PIC Chair Christie Malchow indicated her intent to reappoint
three current members of the SCA PIC Nominating Committee for an additional year as follows:
Councilmember Chance LaFleur, Enumclaw (South Valley Caucus); Councilmember Ross
Loudenback, North Bend (Snoqualmie Valley Caucus); and Councilmember Chris Roberts,
Shoreline (North Caucus). In addition, she reported that she would be filling a vacancy for a
South Caucus member created by Councilmember Ed Prince stepping away from the committee
after many excellent years of service. Chair Malchow has selected Councilmember Traci Buxton,
Des Moines, to serve on the Nominating Committee representing the South Caucus.
Next Steps
For more information, contact SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson at
deanna@soundcities.org or (206) 495-3265.
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October 14, 2020
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Item 7:
Affordable Housing Sales Tax
DISCUSSION

SCA Staff Contact
Alexis Mercedes Rinck, SCA Policy Analyst, alexis@soundcities.org , (206) 495-5238
Discussion
On September 22, King County Executive Constantine announced a proposal to adopt a onetenth of a percent countywide sales tax for affordable housing and related services as
authorized by RCW 82.14.530 (as amended during the during the 2020 legislative session by HB
1590).
The proposal is divided into two separate pieces of legislation. The first, Proposed Ordinance
2020-0337, would authorize the collection of the tax beginning January 2021, and the second,
Proposed Ordinance 2020-0338, directs the Executive to create an “Initial Implementation
Plan” for how the funds will be spent. The ordinance enacting the tax is anticipated to be acted
upon by the County Council on October 13. The Initial Implementation Plan has been referred
to the Regional Policy Committee for consideration in the coming months.
King County had the “right of first refusal” to enact the tax countywide by September 30, 2020,
after which cities gained the authority to impose the tax. If a city chooses to impose the tax
before the county, the county is required to credit the full amount of the tax imposed by the
city back to that jurisdiction. To date, at least five King County cities have elected to enact the
tax.
Executive Constantine’s proposal, named the “Health through Housing” initiative, is to set a
goal to house 45% of the chronic homeless population in King County, or 2,000 people currently
experiencing or close to experiencing chronic homelessness, by October 2022. As proposed,
this would be done through bonding against the tax revenue to support acquisition of singleroom settings like hotels, providing immediate services, funding operating and supportive
services, and converting acquired single-room settings into permanent supportive housing.
Current revenue forecasts predict that the tax will generate $65-70 million a year if adopted
countywide. As noted above, while the tax is expected to be enacted by the County Council on
October 13, the plan for how the funds are spent must be reviewed through the Regional Policy
Committee.
Background
HB 1590 was approved by the Washington State Legislature in 2020 and provided
councilmanic authority to implement a sales tax of up to one-tenth of a percent to support
affordable housing and related services provided for under RCW 82.14.530. Prior to the
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adoption of HB 1590, the proposed tax could only be levied with voter approval. Counties had
the sole authority to enact the tax until September 30, 2020, after which cities gained the
authority to do so. If a city chooses to impose the tax and the county does so subsequently, the
county is required to credit the full amount of the tax imposed by the city back to that
jurisdiction. To date, at least five King County cities have elected to enact the tax (Covington,
Issaquah, Kent, Renton, and Snoqualmie).
In accordance with RCW 82.14.530, a minimum of 60% of the money collected from the
tax must be used for construction of affordable housing, construction of mental and behavioral
health facilities, funding the operations and maintenance costs of new units of affordable
housing and facilities where housing-related programs are provided, or newly constructed
evaluation and treatment centers. The affordable facilities and programs funded through the
levy must serve individuals whose income is below 60% Area Median Income (AMI) and within
the following population groups:
• Persons with behavioral health disabilities;
• Veterans;
• Senior citizens;
• Homeless, or at-risk of being homeless, families with children;
• Unaccompanied homeless youth or young adults;
• Persons with disabilities; or,
• Domestic violence survivors.
The remainder of the funds collected must be used for the operation, delivery, or evaluation of
mental and behavioral health treatment programs and services.
In addition, the statute has specific requirements for how proceeds are expended by the county
within cities. The county is required to “consult” with a city before constructing any facility
within city limits. Additionally, the county is required to spend at least 30% of proceeds
collected within cities with a population over 60,000 within those cities’ boundaries.
“Health Through Housing” Proposal
Included in the proposed 2021-2022 biennial budget, Executive Constantine has proposed
enacting the one-tenth of percent sales tax countywide to support a new Health through
Housing initiative. The initiative proposes to house 2,000 homeless or those at risk of chronic
homelessness by Oct 22, 2022 through the use of the sales tax funds and a bonds package. The
four primary strategies to accomplish this goal are to use funds to:
1. Acquire single-room properties like hotels while economic conditions are favorable;
2. Convert to emergency housing;
3. Provide supportive services, including behavioral health; and,
4. Convert single-room settings into permanent supportive housing over time while
developing other affordable housing.
RCW 82.14.530 states that the funds must be used for 0-60% AMI; however, the ordinance to enact
the tax under consideration by the county would limit the use of funds to serving individuals within
0-30% AMI.
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For the purposes of Executive’s proposal, a household experiencing chronic homelessness must
include an adult with a disability, and either be currently experiencing homelessness for at least
twelve consecutive months or have experienced homelessness for a cumulative twelve months
within the prior three years.
A household at-risk of chronic homelessness describes a household that includes an adult with a
disability and meets two of the following criteria:
1. Currently experiencing homelessness for 10-12 months in the previous three years or
previously experienced homelessness for more than 12 months within the last five
years; and
2. Include one adult that has been incarcerated within the previous five years, or been
detained or involuntarily committed, or identifies as a member of a population that is
demographically overrepresented among persons experiencing homelessness.
In total countywide, the one-tenth of a percent sales tax is projected to generate $65-$70
million a year. The Executive proposes issuing bonds against up to 50% of the monies collected
with an intent to develop a bond package for $400 million over the next biennium. However,
the total funding available to the county will depend on which, and how many, cities enact the
tax before the county.
For more information, an at-a-glance guide to the Health through Housing initiative is included
in Attachment A.
Implementation Plan
In addition to the ordinance imposing the tax, a separate ordinance (Proposed Ordinance 20200338) directs the Executive to create an Initial Implementation Plan for the funds collected in
2022-2028. Funds collected in 2021 are directed by the County’s 2021-2022 biennial budget.
The Initial Implementation Plan will be developed by the Executive in consultation with the
Affordable Housing Committee and the CEO of the King County Regional Homelessness
Authority, and has been referred to the Regional Policy Committee. The plan is due by June 30,
2021. The primary goal of the Initial Implementation Plan is creation and ongoing operation of
2,000 permanently affordable homes with housing-related services for eligible households that
are experiencing chronic homelessness or that are at risk of experiencing chronic homelessness.
Additionally, the Initial Implementation Plan will support the creation and operation of a mobile
behavioral health intervention program as an alternative to the use of law enforcement. Lastly,
the Initial Implementation Plan will specify the process to site affordable housing and
behavioral health facilities funded from 2022-2028. After 2028 and every eight years after that,
the Executive will propose an update to the Implementation Plan.
Next Steps
The King County Council is expected to vote to impose the councilmanic sales tax through
Proposed Ordinance 2020-0337 as early as Oct 13; currently five cities have imposed the tax
within their own jurisdictions. Proposed Ordinance 2020-0338 which requires the Executive to
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develop an Implementation Plan for Council approval is dual referred and currently is in the
Regional Policy Committee, which offers an opportunity for SCA members to weigh-in on the
plan as it is developed.
For more information, contact SCA Policy Analyst Alexis Mercedes Rinck at
alexis@soundcities.org or (206) 495-5238.
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Health through Housing Proposal Summary
The King County Executive is proposing
enactment of a Health through
Housing 0.1% Countywide Sales Tax authorized under RCW 82.14.530 (aka the Legislature’s
2020 HB 1590).

By October 2022, house 2,000 King County residents who are experiencing or at risk of chronic
homelessness—while reducing racial-ethnic disproportionality—by:
1. acquiring single-room settings like hotels while economic conditions are favorable,
2. putting them into immediate service as emergency and affordable housing,
3. funding operating and supportive services within housing, including behavioral health
services, to keep people healthy and housed; and
4. converting acquired single-room settings into permanent supportive housing over time
while continuing to develop additional affordable housing.
Why this concept, why this instrument, why now?
• Housing is a Foundation for Health: Single Room Housing is Healthier; Congregate
Shelters are Not a Long-Term Solution
Our COVID-19 deintensification actions show that the basics that underpin health for most
of us would do the same for people without a home: the ability to sleep in a bed, to use a
bathroom, to feel safe, and to have the dignity of a place to be are foundations of health,
preventing problems that we must otherwise treat at even greater personal and financial cost.
•

A Temporary Opportunity to Make an Immediate & Lasting Difference
COVID-19 provides TEMPORARY economic conditions to purchase single-room
properties like hotels that we can immediately convert to emergency housing—we must be
nimble enough to leverage this window for change. We have a chance to immediately
increase housing stock for less money than is normally possible. This window will close.

•

Reframing the Housing vs. Shelter False Policy/Funding Choice
We can invest in immediate emergency housing for King County residents—people and
resources that would otherwise go to congregate shelters or unsheltered homelessness—and
then re-develop the purchased properties to build permanent supportive housing for even
more people over time. The same resources can provide emergency housing now and
support long-term affordable housing goals.

•

We Center the Most Affected. Nothing is More Regressive for a Person Than
Experiencing Homelessness.
Attempts at more progressive revenue sources have failed, leaving the sales tax as the only
available tool. Meanwhile, the status quo is costing our society, community, and budgets.

What is proposed?
Upon a majority vote of the King County Council, proposed ordinance 2020-0311 (sponsored
by Councilmember Joe McDermott) will implement a 0.1% sales tax across King County for
affordable housing, housing-related services and behavioral health treatment. Current forecasts
estimate the tax will generate $65-70 million/year.
The ordinance authorizes funding for the following:
• Affordable housing;
• Behavioral health-related facilities;
• Operations and maintenance costs of affordable housing, facilities for housing-related
services, or newly constructed evaluation and treatment centers;
• Operation, deliver, or evaluation of behavioral health treatment programs and services or
housing-related services;
The Executive’s proposed 2021-22 budget appropriates $96 million from revenue generated in the
first two years of the tax. These funds are appropriated for debt service payments for up to $400
million in bonds to finance affordable housing, operating and service expenses for those
affordable housing units, and behavioral health treatment.
Updated: September 25, 2020
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Health through Housing Proposal Summary
How will funds be spent?
Proceeds collected in 2021 are directed by the County’s 2021-2022 biennial budget. Proceeds collected in
2022-2028 will be governed by the Initial Health through Housing Implementation Plan (Initial Plan),
upon adoption by ordinance. In 2028 and every eight years after that, the executive will propose an update to
the Health through Housing Implementation Plan.
Ongoing Implementation Plan
The Implementation Plan will:
• Describe goals, strategies, performance
measures, reporting requirements and
annual expenditures
• Include goals and performance measures for
the annual reduction of racial and ethnic
demographic disproportionality among
persons experiencing chronic homelessness
• Establish composition and responsibilities
of a Health through Housing Advisory
Committee to provide advice to the
executive and council and report annually
on the accomplishments and effectiveness
of programs funded with the revenues. The
committee will include:
o Persons who have experienced
homelessness;
o Persons representative of racial and
ethnic communities demographically
disproportionately represented among
persons experiencing chronic
homelessness;
o Residents of unincorporated areas and
of cities with populations greater than
60,000 persons; and
o Representatives from other county,
city, and sub-regional boards,
commissions or committees.

INITIAL Implementation Plan (by 6/30/2021)
The Executive will consult with the Affordable
Housing Committee and the CEO of the King
County Regional Homelessness Authority to
develop the Initial Plan.
1. The paramount goal of the Initial Plan is
creation and ongoing operation of 2,000
permanently affordable homes with
housing-related services for eligible
households that are experiencing chronic
homelessness or that are at risk of
experiencing chronic homelessness.
2. The Initial Plan will also support the
creation and operation of a mobile
behavioral health intervention program as
an alternative to the use of law enforcement.
This program will connect clients to
housing created or operated with Health
through Housing revenues. A portion of
expenditures for 2022-2028 will also
support and build the capacity of
community-based organizations serving
communities that are disproportionately
demographically represented among
persons experiencing chronic homelessness.
3. Specify the process to site affordable
housing and behavioral health facilities
funded from 2022-2028.

Who will be served?
All households served with affordable housing, or facilities providing housing-related services, with these
funds must earn at or below 30% of Area Median Income and meet the following qualifications (required by
RCW 82.14.530):
• Persons with behavioral health disabilities;
• Senior citizens;
• Persons with disabilities;
• Domestic violence survivors;
• Homeless, or at-risk of being homeless, families with children; or
• Unaccompanied homeless youth or young adults.
Households must also meet one of the following definitions:
• A household experiencing chronic homelessness must include an adult with a disability and either
be currently experiencing homelessness for at least 12 consecutive months or have experienced
homelessness for a cumulative 12 months within the prior 3 years.
• A household at-risk of chronic homelessness describes a household that includes an adult with a
disability and meets two additional criteria:
1. currently experiencing homelessness for 10-12 months in the previous 3 years or previously
experienced homelessness for 12+ months within the last 5 years; and
2. include one adult that has been incarcerated within the previous 5 years, or been detained or
involuntarily committed, or identifies as a member of a population that is demographically
overrepresented among persons experiencing homelessness.
How will you make decisions about siting housing and facilities?
• Use an equity and social justice impact review process and consult with cities in which capital
projects will be located.
• Prioritize 2021 proceeds for sites/services within a city that submits a written statement of support.
• Plan to spend at least 30% of funds collected in cities with over 60,000 residents in the community
that generated those funds (consistent with RCW 82.14.530).
Updated: September 25, 2020
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Item 8:
SCA 2021 Legislative Agenda
POTENTIAL FUTURE ACTION
SCA Staff Contact
Jackie Wheeler, SCA Policy Analyst, jackie@soundcities.org, 206-495-3020

SCA Legislative Committee Members
Mayor Dana Ralph, Kent (Chair); Mayor Angela Birney, Redmond; Mayor Leanne Guier, Pacific;
Mayor Amy Ockerlander, Duvall; Mayor Mary Lou Pauley, Issaquah; Deputy Mayor Wendy
Weiker, Mercer Island
Discussion
The SCA Legislative Committee is working to develop the SCA 2021 Legislative Agenda to
recommend to PIC. At the October PIC meeting, members will receive an update on the work
of the Legislative Committee, review initial ideas under consideration, and provide input on
potential priorities.
PIC members are encouraged to provide information on any work that has already begun in
your city to identify priorities for 2021 and to provide input for the SCA Legislative Committee
to consider as it develops recommendations.
Background
The SCA Legislative Committee, made up of members from each geographic caucus, is working
to develop the 2021 Legislative Agenda to recommend to PIC for consideration. Using the SCA
2020 Legislative Agenda (Attachment A), AWC’s Legislative Priorities (Attachment B), and
feedback from the September PIC meeting, the Legislative Committee met for the second time
on September 29, 2020 to continue refining the 2021 priorities.
Based on feedback from the September PIC meeting, the Legislative Committee has identified
the following policy areas to focus the 2021 Legislative Agenda.
Draft Legislative Priorities:
• Invest in Economic Recovery
• Address the Fiscal Needs of Cities to Provide Local Services
• Address Housing Instability
• Invest in Transportation and Other Infrastructure
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•
•

Address Law Enforcement Reform 1
Clarify the Open Public Meetings Act Regarding Remote Meetings

The committee also outlined general legislative principles through which all priorities and
legislation will be viewed through and measured against.
Draft Legislative Principles:
• Advance racial equity and social justice
• Limit state interference in local democracy
• Do not eliminate the social safety net
• Protect shared revenues
• No unfunded mandates to cities
Next Steps
PIC members are encouraged to provide input for the SCA Legislative Committee on the
priorities being considered and what specific legislative asks should be included under each
priority bullet. The SCA Legislative Committee will continue to meet over the upcoming weeks
to refine the list of priority issue areas and make recommendations for the SCA 2021 Legislative
Agenda. At future meetings, PIC will review the recommendations of the Legislative Committee
and recommend the proposed Legislative Agenda to the SCA Board, by whom it may be
formally adopted.
PIC members are also encouraged to provide information on where your city is at in the process
of identifying and adopting 2021 legislative priorities.
Questions or feedback can be provided to SCA Policy Analyst Jackie Wheeler,
jackie@soundcities.org, 206-495-3020.

Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs (WASPC) proposed law enforcement
reforms (Attachment C)

1
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SCA 2020 Legislative Agenda
Address the Affordable Housing and Homelessness Crisis
The state and cities must partner to preserve and increase the supply of affordable housing as, well as
address behavioral health needs and other root causes of homelessness. Sound Cities Association urges
the Legislature to:
•
•
•

Allow cities to create and preserve affordable housing through optional local tools, including
extending the timeline to approve a “qualifying local tax” provided under HB 1406 adopted in the
2019 legislative session
Continue to expand investment in the Housing Trust Fund
Address other underlying causes of homelessness by providing support to cities to implement
innovative local solutions and increasing investments in our state’s behavioral health system

Invest in Transportation Infrastructure and Mobility
The economic vitality of our state demands that we invest in our existing transportation infrastructure
and prioritize new investments that improve the movement of people and goods. Cities have increased
investments in local transportation systems, but still face an annual funding gap for maintenance and
operation of those systems of $1 billion statewide. Sound Cities Association urges the Legislature to:
•

Partner with cities to develop a comprehensive transportation bill that provides new resources and
options for local government to address transportation and mobility needs

Fully Fund the Public Works Trust Fund and Provide Options for Local Infrastructure Needs
Today’s cities are building the infrastructure necessary to accommodate a growing population and
economy. Investments in infrastructure keep communities vibrant, protect the environment, and attract
economic development. Cities need tools to lower the cost of providing local infrastructure and to avoid
further exacerbating the housing affordability crisis. Sound Cities Association urges the Legislature to:
•
•

Fully fund the Public Works Trust Fund
Support economic development tools that help maintain and expand local infrastructure, such as
Tax Increment Financing and similar tools

Preserve Local Decision-Making Authority
Cities possess strong local knowledge and authority to keep communities safe, healthy, and improve
quality of life. It is critical cities maintain the authority to provide the necessary services and retain local
control over land use planning that will help communities thrive.
Provide the Tools for Cities to Address Local Priorities
City revenue streams are limited and are not structured to sustainably keep-up with rising costs. Cities
need flexible local funding tools, fewer unfunded mandates, and continued support from the state for
shared responsibilities. Sound Cities Association urges the Legislature to:
•
•
•

Replace the arbitrary 1% cap on annual property tax increases with a limit tied to inflation plus
population growth
Meet the state’s commitment to revenues intended to be shared with cities to serve our shared
constituents
Continue streamlined sales tax mitigation to affected cities
SCA PIC October 14, 2020
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2021

City Legislative Priorities

State-shared revenues

Maintain revenue sharing with cities.
Cities support increased shared revenue
distributions to cities (if the state sees increased
shared revenues) and ask the state to look for other
opportunities to expand revenue sharing.

Transportation revenue package

Adopt a new transportation revenue
package that emphasizes maintenance/
preservation funding and provides an equitable
level of local funding as well as additional local
revenue options for cities.

Fiscal flexibility

Provide cities greater flexibility to use
funds from existing revenue sources
to help cities manage the impacts of the current
economic downturn. This will allow cities to direct
scarce resources where they are most needed when
responding to pressing community conditions.

Housing instability assistance

Work in a coalition to develop additional
resources to address housing instability
created by the economic impacts of the COVID‐19
pandemic, including rent assistance and
foreclosure/eviction prevention assistance.

AWC’s advocacy is guided by the
following core principles from our
Statement of Policy:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Local decision-making authority
Fiscal flexibility and sustainability
Equal standing for cities
Diversity, equity, and inclusion
Strong Washington state partnerships
Nonpartisan analysis and decision-making

Contact:

Statewide policing reforms

Support local control over city law
enforcement policy decisions to meet
the needs of each community and appropriately
contain costs. Cities understand our obligation
to address racial equity in policing – both state
requirements and local policies.
Cities support the following statewide reforms:
• Develop a statewide standard for use of force that
preserves the right of local jurisdictions to enact
more restrictive standards based on community
input.
• Create a database to track officers who have been
fired for misconduct.
• Expand grounds for decertification to include use
of force violations.
• Require that officer misconduct investigations be
completed, regardless of an officer’s resignation.
• Establish a duty for all law enforcement officers to
immediately intervene and report misconduct or
illegal activity by a fellow police officer.
• Require that all officers receive regular support for
vicarious trauma and mental well-being, including
peer support, mental health counseling, and
appropriate mental health screenings. Officers
involved in any fatal use of force must undergo a
mental health screening prior to returning to duty.

Candice Bock
Government Relations Director
candiceb@awcnet.org

Association of Washington Cities • 1076 Franklin St SE, Olympia, WA 98501 • 1.800.562.8981 • wacities.org
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Lacey, WA 98516
360-486-2380 (Phone)
360-486-2381 (Fax)
www.waspc.org
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Chief Craig Meidl
City of Spokane
President-Elect
Sheriff Rick Scott
Grays Harbor County
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Chief Steve Crown
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Thurston County
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Chief John Batiste
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Chief Gary Jenkins
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Sheriff James Raymond
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Washington State
Gambling Commission
Steven D. Strachan
Executive Director

WASPC Seeks Feedback on Proposed Law Enforcement Reforms
www.waspc.org/reforms
On June 25, 2020, the Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs (WASPC)
sent a letter to the Governor and each of Washington’s 147 state legislators making
certain acknowledgements and commitments, and sharing 13 recommendations to
improve the public service of law enforcement in Washington.
Since that time, WASPC has been working to author legislation to enact each of the 13
recommendations. While these documents are still in draft form, they do represent
the most current version of each proposal.
WASPC now seeks formal feedback from legislators, stakeholders, advocates, and
labor partners regarding these bill drafts.
Each of the 13 recommendations are listed below, hyperlinked to its most current bill
draft. These recommendations are also available at www.waspc.org/reforms.
Those interested in providing feedback regarding any of these proposals should
submit their feedback to James McMahan, WASPC Policy Director, at
reforms@waspc.org. Please be sure to be specific about which proposal your
feedback is regarding, and be as specific as possible about what changes in the text
you would recommend. Those interested in formally endorsing any of these
proposals should do so via the same email address.
WASPC requests feedback on these proposals to be submitted no later than 5:00 PM
on Friday, October 30, 2020.
WASPC has conducted a series of virtual briefings to discuss each of its 13
recommendations. Each briefing lasts approximately 90-120 minutes, plus time for
questions and discussions. Those interested in participating in a virtual briefing to
learn more about WASPC’s recommendations should email James McMahan, WASPC
Policy Director, at reforms@waspc.org.
Finally, WASPC and its members have begun to produce a series of videos in the
interests of public engagement and dialogue to improve the public service of law
enforcement. These videos are produced in partnership with WASPC’s
#wearthebadgewa program.
•

A unified message from the Valley Police Chiefs of King County

•

Mental Health Field Response Program

Serving the Law Enforcement Community and the Citizens of Washington
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WASPC Recommended Reforms
Use of Force:
1. Standardize the use of force policies and training centered on the cornerstone principle of the sanctity of human
life. De-escalation, proportionality, and the use of time, cover and distance will be emphasized, and the
required training from I-940 should be accelerated. This required curriculum also includes training on implicit
bias and the history of race and law enforcement.
2. Require all law enforcement officers to intervene and report to their agency whenever another law enforcement
officer uses excessive force or knowingly violates the rights of any person. Violation of this duty should be cause
for discipline, up to and including termination.
Transparency and Accountability:
3. Establish and expand wellness, resiliency and mental health support for law enforcement and corrections
officers.
4. Establish clear and meaningful support for law enforcement and corrections agencies to become accredited
(undergo a Best Practice Audit) by a recognized state or national law enforcement or corrections accreditation
entity.
5. Reform the civil service system to provide greater access for more diverse candidates into the law enforcement
profession and enable Sheriffs and Police Chiefs greater flexibility to hire and promote law enforcement officers
who are best suited to carry out the agency’s mission.
6. Assist law enforcement and corrections agencies to establish intervention programs to identify troubling
patterns and behaviors among law enforcement and corrections officers so intervention and support can be
offered in a non-disciplinary manner.
7. Establish a monitoring and review mechanism to ensure existing requirements for independent investigations
regarding the use of deadly force are followed. Additionally, explore models for creating a completely
independent statewide deadly force investigative team governed by a board that includes community members.
8. Facilitate the implementation and use of body cameras.
9. Reform binding interest arbitration to provide greater authority for Chiefs and Sheriffs to dismiss officers who
are not helpful to the agency’s mission or betray the public’s trust.
10. Change licensure rules to provide that a law enforcement officer can lose their Peace Officer Certification for
excessive use of force, showing a pattern of failing to follow public policy, and other serious breaches of the
public’s trust.
11. Require all Washington law enforcement agencies to submit data regarding the use of deadly force (creation of
a statewide data base as proposed in SHB 2789 in 2020).
Defining the role of law enforcement:
12. Partner with the Washington Commission on African American Affairs, Commission on Asian Pacific American
Affairs, Commission on Hispanic Affairs, and the Governor’s Office of Indian Affairs to build relationships and
trust between law enforcement and the community.
13. Study and establish clear expectations for state investments and expansions of programs that support social

services to address mental illness, substance use, and other adverse events that are shown to increase the
likelihood of future criminal justice involvement.
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Item 9:
King County Emergency Management Zone Coordinators
DISCUSSION

October 14, 2020
SCA PIC Meeting

SCA Staff Contact
Jackie Wheeler, SCA Policy Analyst, jackie@soundcities.org, 206-495-3020
SCA Members of the Emergency Management Advisory Committee
Councilmember Bob Baggett, Auburn (Chair); Councilmember David Carson, Redmond;
Councilmember; Mayor Marianne Klaas, Clyde Hill; Councilmember Alan Gothelf, North Bend
(alternate); Councilmember Pam Fernald, SeaTac (alternate)
Discussion
SCA cities and many special purpose districts within King County are served by two Zone
Coordinators who operate under contracts administered by the county to assist cities in
meeting their emergency management responsibilities.
In May 2020, King County Office of Emergency Management (OEM) made the decision to allow
the contracts for Zone Coordinators to expire and advertise those positions as internal King
County OEM staff. Following feedback from concerned cities and members of the Emergency
Management Advisory Committee (EMAC), the contracts were extended through the end of
2020 to provide an opportunity for stakeholder engagement.
In September, OEM requested input on the path forward for zone coordination in King County
from EMAC members. The SCA representatives to EMAC met recently and their consensus is to
recommend that the Zone Coordinators remain contract positions to preserve the independent
advocacy role that has been incredibly important to cities, in particular smaller cities with
limited or no emergency management staff.
Initial feedback will be discussed at the October 14 EMAC meeting with plans to present a
proposal for the positions at the November EMAC meeting. At PIC, SCA staff will provide an
update to members on the outcome of the October 14 EMAC meeting and potential next steps.
PIC members are encouraged to provide feedback on the county’s proposal and the role of the
Zone Coordinators within your city’s emergency management planning to inform
representatives on EMAC.
Background
SCA cities and many special purpose districts within King County are served by two Zone
Coordinators who operate under contracts administered by the county, funded by State
Homeland Security Program (SHSP) grants. The purpose of the Zone Coordinator positions is to
strengthen regional emergency management coordination and to support cities in times they
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do not have the capacity to fulfill all of their emergency responsibilities under RCW 38.52.
Acting as independent advocates and liaisons within the regional emergency management
system, the Zone Coordinators serve eastside cities (Zone 1) and south county cities (Zone 3).
Prior to 2016, the Zone 1 coordinator was managed through agreement by eastside cities on a
two-year cycle starting with Bellevue, then Issaquah, Shoreline, Kirkland, Clyde Hill and Mercer
Island, respectively. In Zone 3, the City of Kent took on that responsibility and sustained it until
2016, when King County agreed to take on administration of the project.
Despite being recently hosted by King County, the Zone Coordinators do not work for the
County. Instead, they advocate for the cities, write plans directly for cities that need assistance,
attend and summarize meetings that city staff cannot not attend, provide training, work in
Emergency Operations Centers, coordinate regionalized approaches to emergency
management in their respective zones, and perform many other important task level functions.
At no time has there ever been an understanding that Zone Coordinators would become part of
King County Office of Emergency Management (OEM) staff. Even now the role is recognized as
a liaison relationship, supplemental to the regular OEM organizational chart.
In May 2020, King County OEM notified the current Zone Coordinators that their contracts
would be allowed to expire in June 2020 and indicated that these positions would be advertised
as King County staff members at OEM. Following feedback from concerned cities, members of
EMAC, and SCA, the contracts were extended through the end of 2020 to provide opportunities
for stakeholders to provide feedback. In September, OEM requested feedback from EMAC
members on the future of zone coordination and provided the current Zone Coordinator
position description (Attachment A).
SCA heard feedback from some cities that transitioning the positions to King County employees
may be workable with appropriate service commitments and city oversight in place; however,
others have expressed strong reservations about losing the independence of the Zone
Coordinators and have urged the county to continue the current model or allow cities to
consider managing the contracts as was the case prior to 2016.
At the June PIC meeting, members discussed the important role that Zone Coordinators hold
with their cities and echoed the concerns of losing the independence of those positions.
Members questioned if the services and level of access that cities rely on through the Zone
Coordinators would continue if they become direct county employees with other roles and
responsibilities.
At the October EMAC meeting, consistent with feedback from PIC members, SCA
representatives to EMAC intend to recommend that the Zone Coordinators remain contract
positions to preserve the independent advocacy role that has been incredibly important to zone
cities. To ensure there is accountability with these positions and that they are meeting the
needs of the zone cities and the county, they also plan to recommend that OEM implement
regular opportunities for performance reviews on the Zone Coordinators that represented cities
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and the county could participate in, as well as a clear, structured way to address issues as they
arise in the future.
Next Steps
SCA staff will update PIC members at the October PIC meeting on the response to the
recommendations provided by the SCA representatives on EMAC. Depending on that update,
PIC members could consider potential next steps. PIC members are encouraged to provide
feedback on the county’s proposal and the role of the Zone Coordinators within your city’s
emergency management planning to inform representatives on EMAC to share with OEM. For
more information, contact SCA Policy Analyst Jackie Wheeler at jackie@soundcities.org or 206495-3020.
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Item 10:
VISION 2050 Plan Update
UPDATE
SCA Staff Contact
Brian Parry, Policy Director, brian@soundcities.org, (206) 499-4159

SCA Members of the PSRC Executive Board
Mayor Amy Ockerlander, Duvall; Councilmember Chris Roberts, Shoreline; Mayor Allan Ekberg,
Tukwila; Mayor David Baker, Kenmore (alternate); Councilmember James McNeal, Bothell
(alternate); Councilmember Nancy Tosta, Burien (alternate); Mayor Jeff Wagner, Covington (2nd
alternate); Mayor Mary Lou Pauly, Issaquah (2nd alternate)
Other SCA Cities with Seats on the PSRC Executive Board
Mayor Nancy Backus, Auburn; Mayor Lynne Robinson, Bellevue; Mayor Jim Ferrell, Federal
Way; Mayor Dana Ralph, Kent; Mayor Penny Sweet, Kirkland, Mayor Angela Birney, Redmond;
Mayor Armondo Pavone, Renton
Update
The proposed update to the regional plan for growth, VISION 2050, was recommended for
approval by the PSRC Executive Board at their meeting on September 24, 2020.
A limited set of amendments were reviewed by Executive Board in September prior to
recommending approval of the plan. Notably, the Executive Board held a closely split vote to
reject an amendment that would have increased the share of growth anticipated in the plan in
rural areas of Snohomish County. The final vote to recommend the draft plan was approved
unanimously apart from Snohomish County, who abstained.
The recommended plan will now go before the PSRC General Assembly, which includes
representatives from each PSRC member jurisdiction, at their meeting on October 29, 2020, at
9:00 AM.
Background
VISION 2050 sets the framework for how the four-county PSRC region (King, Snohomish, Pierce,
and Kitsap) will manage growth of a projected 1.8 million people and 1.2 million jobs in the next
30 years. The plan sets important expectations that will guide the development of countywide
growth targets, city comprehensive plans, and sets the stage for regional collaboration on a
host of important issues such as affordable housing and local infrastructure funding.
In January, the PSRC Executive Board received the draft VISION 2050 plan recommended by the
PSRC Growth Management Policy Board (GMPB). The plan updates recommended by the GMPB
were the culmination of two years of review, public comment, and discussion among PSRC’s
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member jurisdictions to update regional planning policies and extend the region’s long-range
plan for growth from 2040 out to 2050. The PSRC Executive Board met several times in 2020 to
review the proposed plan, consider amendments, and ultimately make a final recommendation
to the PSRC General Assembly.
The plan update builds-off of the existing framework for growth in the region, VISION 2040, by
continuing to emphasize growth within the urban growth area and centers while adding new
emphasis to health and equity; climate change; and implementation of recent plans and
initiatives such as the Regional Economic Strategy, Regional Open Space Conservation Plan,
Regional Centers Framework, and Growing Transit Communities.
The recommended plan reflects many of the comments previously provided by SCA members
to:
•
•
•
•

Set ambitious goals for accommodating region’s growth in proximity to high‐capacity
transit;
Include emphasis on reducing climate change impacts, addressing the region’s need for
affordable housing, and promoting community health;
Provide a framework for cities to address the region’s challenges with growth through
their local plans and avoid some of the “top‐down mandates” related to zoning that
have been considered by the legislature;
Promote consistency across the region to focus growth in centers and high‐capacity
transit areas while recognizing that, for the setting of growth targets, different
approaches may be appropriate based on local circumstances, and that the Growth
Management Act requires counties and cities to provide capacity to accommodate 20‐
year projected growth targets at a minimum.

Once adopted, work to implement the plan – including updating of the Countywide Planning
Policies and growth targets that guide development of local comprehensive plans – will take
place over the next year through the work of the King County Growth Management Planning
Council. Most cities in King County are required to update their comprehensive plans by June
30, 2024, which will be required to incorporate the Multicounty Planning Policies included in
VISION 2050.
Additional information and background can be found in the September 9, 2020 PIC packet.
Snohomish County Rural Growth Amendment Proposal
At the September PIC meeting, PIC members were briefed on a proposal by Snohomish County
to reconsider an issue related to distribution of growth in that county that was considered
previously by the GMPB. The proposed amendment would change the portion of VISION that
provides a numeric guidance on where growth will occur, called the Regional Growth Strategy.
The Regional Growth Strategy guides growth by assigning shares of expected population and
job growth into “Regional Geographies,” which are defined by the idea that different types of
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cities and unincorporated areas will play distinct roles in the region’s future growth based on
containing regional centers, access to high-capacity transit, and other factors.
The draft plan before the PSRC Executive Board called for rural development in Snohomish
County to be limited to 3% of projected population and employment growth through 2050.
Snohomish County initially requested this be amended to a 6% rural growth share, arguing that
6% would represent a lower share of rural growth than current trends and noting the limited
ability for jurisdictions to prevent development on vested lots.
During the Executive Board meeting on September 24, Snohomish County Executive Dave
Somers proposed a compromise of setting the expected rural growth share at 4.5%. However,
the amendment was rejected by a vote of 54% to 46%. As a result, Snohomish County
abstained from voting to recommend the plan to the PSRC General Assembly.
Next Steps
For more information, contact SCA Policy Director Brian Parry at brian@soundcities.org or 206499-4159.

SCA PIC Meeting October 14, 2020
Item 10

35

Item 11:
Levies and Ballot Measures in King County
UPDATE

October 14, 2020
SCA PIC Meeting

SCA Staff Contact
Brian Parry, Policy Director, brian@soundcities.org, (206) 499-4159
Update
This is a monthly item on the PIC agenda to share information on recent and upcoming local
levies and ballot measures in King County jurisdictions. Items identified as “potential future
ballot measures” are under consideration or reflect potential renewal of an existing levy but
have not been approved to be placed on the ballot and may not ultimately move forward.
Please send information on any upcoming measures affecting your city to SCA Policy Director
Brian Parry at brian@soundcities.org or 206-499-4159.
Future Ballot Measures – SCA Cities
Year
Month
Jurisdiction
2020
November Kirkland

2020

November Newcastle

Measure
Fire and Emergency Services Levy. This proposition
would fund public safety, including stockpiling
pandemic personal protective equipment, constructing
a new fire station, seismically renovating existing
stations, and hiring additional firefighters/EMTs to
improve response times by increasing the City’s regular
property tax by approximately $0.23513/$1,000 to a
maximum rate of $1.22951/$1,000 assessed valuation
for collection in 2021.
Utility Tax. This proposition would levy a 3% utility tax
on the total gross income of utility businesses
providing telephone, cellular phone, gas distribution,
light and power, cable television, sewer, solid waste,
and water in the City to fund public safety services
(police, fire).

Future Ballot Measures – Other Jurisdictions and Special Purpose Districts
Year
Month
Jurisdiction
Measure
2020
November King County/
Harborview Health and Safety Improvement Bonds.*
Harborview
This proposition would authorize King County to make
Medical Center public health, safety and seismic improvements to
Harborview Medical Center facilities, including
construction of new buildings, renovation and
upgrading of existing facilities and demolition of
existing buildings, and to issue $1,740,000,000 of
general obligation bonds.
SCA PIC October 14, 2020
Item 11

36

2020

November Seattle

2020

November King County

2020

November King County

2020

November King County

2020

November King County

2020

November King County

2020

November King County

2020

November King County

Funding for Transportation and Related Needs. If
approved, this proposition authorizes up to 0.15% sales
and use tax expiring April 1, 2027, to replace the
current voter-approved 0.1% sales tax, expiring
December 31, 2020. Revenues are dedicated to: transit
services benefitting Seattle residents, including
frequent transit network maintenance and associated
capital improvements; low-income fare programs for
Seattle seniors, students, workers, and residents; and
transportation needs related to COVID-19 recovery and
the West Seattle Bridge closure.
Charter Amendment No. 1 Concerning Law
Enforcement Inquests
Charter Amendment No. 2 Concerning Disposition of
Real Property for Affordable Housing
Charter Amendment No. 3 Concerning References to
Citizens in the Charter
Charter Amendment No. 4 Concerning Subpoena
Authority for the King County Office of Law
Enforcement Oversight
Charter Amendment No. 5 Concerning Making the
County Sheriff and Appointed Position
Charter Amendment No. 6 Concerning the Structure
and Duties of the Department of Public Safety (a.k.a.
the King County Sheriff’s Office)
Charter Amendment No. 7 Concerning Prohibiting
Discrimination on the Basis of Family Caregiver,
Military, or Veteran Status

*Requires 60% yes vote for approval with a minimum of turnout of no less than 40% of voters voting in
the district at the last general election

Potential Future Ballot Measures – Other Jurisdictions and Special Purpose Districts
Year
Month
Jurisdiction
Measure
2021
King County
Operations levy of 50-cents per $1,000 of assessed
Library System value, up from the current rate of 32-cents per $1,000.
2021
King County
Best Starts for Kids Renewal
2021
Northshore
Measure to consolidate the Northshore Fire
Fire
Department (serving Kenmore and Lake Forest Park)
Department & and Woodinville Fire and Rescue (serving the greater
Woodinville
Woodinville area).
Fire and
Rescue
Next Steps
Please share this information with your city and provide information on upcoming elections in
your city to SCA Policy Director Brian Parry at brian@soundcities.org or 206-499-4159.
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Item 12:
Potential Upcoming SCA Issues
UPDATE
SCA Staff Contact
Brian Parry, Policy Director, brian@soundcities.org, (206) 499-4159

Update
This is an ongoing, monthly PIC item noting issues that SCA members have asked to be
brought to the PIC.
Potential Issues
The current COVID-19 crisis will have a substantial impact on SCA’s ability to host educational
and networking events.
Prior to the crisis, the SCA Board identified as policy priorities:
•
•
•
•

Transportation
Budget Challenges/Infrastructure Needs
Homelessness
Diversity/Equity/Inclusion

Upcoming SCA Webinars
SCA is hosting a monthly Racial Equity and Justice (REJ) Series on the second Friday of the
month from 2:30 to 4:00 PM. The fourth convening – a conversation on policing – is scheduled
for October 9, 2020.
SCA will be hosting a panel discussion with legislators to preview the 2021 Washington State
legislative session on Friday, November 20, from 2:30 to 4:00 PM.
Webinar Recordings
Recordings of several previous SCA webinars can be found on the SCA website. Recordings
available include:
• How Cities can Help Neighborhood Businesses Survive and Thrive in Phase 1 and Phase 2
(recorded June 15, 2020)
• SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series, Session 1: How we got here – a panel discussion
with SCA members reflecting on history and personal experience (recorded July 10,
2020)
• SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series, Session 2: From a Youth’s Perspective – A panel
discussion with Black and African American youth from SCA cities (recorded August 14,
2020)
• SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series, Session 3: Communities of Opportunity (recorded
September 11, 2020)
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Next Steps
SCA staff and Board would appreciate feedback from all our member cities on priorities, and on
ideas for how to engage during the public health crisis when meetings must be held virtually.
If you or your city has feedback, please contact SCA Policy Director Brian Parry,
brian@soundcities.org or 206-499-4159.
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Item 13a:
King County 2021-22 Biennial Budget
INFORMATION
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SCA PIC Meeting

SCA Staff Contact
Jackie Wheeler, SCA Policy Analyst, jackie@soundcities.org, 206-495-3020
Update
On September 22, 2020, King County Executive Dow Constantine transmitted his proposed
budget to the King County Council, formally initiating the 2021-22 Biennial Budget process.
Moving forward, the County Council will begin reviewing and deliberating on the $12.4 billion
proposed budget through a series of committee meetings and roundtable discussions on
different aspects of the budget. The County Council is expected to take final action on the
biennial budget on Tuesday, November 17.
2021-22 Proposed Budget Highlights
King County Executive Dow Constantine transmitted his proposed budget to the King County
Council on September 22. The Proposed 2021-2022 Budget totals $12.4 billion and includes a
host of key investments for County Council consideration.
Key aspects of the Proposed Budget include:
• Enacting a 0.1% sales tax increase to fund a $400 million investment in permanent
housing for about 2,000 people who are chronically homeless.
• Shifting $4.6 million in marijuana tax revenue from the Sheriff’s Office to communitybased programs, including $2.8 million to fund a program to help vacate marijuanarelated convictions and $6.2 million would be invested in “Restorative Community
Pathways” that would refer up to 800 young people between 2022-2023 away from the
criminal justice system and provide community-based support, mentorship, and
targeted intervention.
• Investing $2.7 million in a community-based diversion program for qualified first-time
offenders while divesting $1.9 million from detention centers through continuing limits
on jail populations.
• Support for Metro Transit’s implementation of new RapidRide lines, including
Renton/Kent/Auburn, and the alignment of fixed bus routes and other Metro services
with Sound Transit Link light rail integration.
• Investments to support unincorporated King County, including $10 million in seed
funding for a Skyway community center, $24 million for open space conservation, and
$6 million for new Metro transit service in Skyway.
• Dedicated funding for environmental initiatives and priorities, including stormwater
infrastructure investments, support for improved fish passage, preservation and
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•

maintenance of green spaces, 242 capital projects that incorporate green building
standards, and programs for zero waste of resources.
Continued investments towards an all-electric bus fleet for Metro to advance the
county’s climate goals.

Budget Process Timeline
With the transmittal of the King County Executive’s Proposed Budget, the King County Council
has begun their review of the with anticipated final action coming on November 17.
Councilmember Jeanne Kohl-Welles will be leading the process as the Chair of the Budget and
Fiscal Management Committee (BFM).
On September 30, the BFM Committee was briefed from separately elected officials to give a
brief presentation on their proposed budget to Council. Officials reported on goals for their
respective offices, the impacts that COVID-19 has had on their budget, staff-level, and services,
and needs going forward into 2021-2022. Below is the budget process timeline moving forward:
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

October 5-9: Budget and Fiscal Management Committee initial briefings
October 12-16: Roundtable meetings to conduct in-depth briefings of budgets aligned to
specific policy areas. All roundtable meetings will be held 9:30 am – 12:00 pm
o Roundtable 1: Tuesday, October 13 - Justice
o Roundtable 2: Wednesday, October 14 - Health, Housing, and Human Services
o Roundtable 3: Thursday, October 15 - Regional Services
o Roundtable 4: Friday, October 16 - Local Services
October 19-23: BFM Committee final briefings on budgets that still need deliberation
o October 21, 6:00 pm- 8:00 pm – will include opportunity for public comment
October 26-30: BFM Committee briefings on Executive proposed ordinances to support
proposed budget
November 2-6: Deadlines for budget striking amendments and amendments to the
striking amendments
November 9-13: BFM Committee meeting on Tuesday, November 10 to take action on
Executive proposed legislation related to the budget. BFM meeting on Thursday,
November 12 to take action on the biennial budget ordinance including striking
amendment and any amendments therein.
o November 12, 9:30 am – 12:00 pm – will include opportunity for public comment
November 16-20: Special council meeting at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 17 to
take final action on the 2021-22 biennial budget.
o November 17, 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm – will include opportunity for public comment

Additional Resources
King County Council Biennial Budget Webpage
Office of the Executive Biennial Budget Webpage
2021-2022 Proposed Budget Book
Proposed Ordinance No. 2020-0306
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Next Steps
SCA staff will continue to monitor the biennial budget process and provide updates to members
of PIC. Questions or feedback can be provided to SCA Policy Analyst Jackie
Wheeler, jackie@soundcities.org, 206-495-3020.
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Item 13b:
Hazardous Waste Management Program Update
INFORMATION

October 14, 2020
SCA PIC Meeting

SCA Staff Contact
Jackie Wheeler, SCA Policy Analyst, jackie@soundcities.org, 206-495-3020
SCA Hazardous Waste Management Program Management Coordination Committee Member
Deputy Mayor Krystal Marx, Burien
Update
The Hazardous Waste Management Program protects and enhances public health and
environmental quality in King County by reducing the threat posed by the production, use,
storage and disposal of hazardous materials by households and small quantity generator
businesses. The Program works in partnership with local jurisdictions, the Snoqualmie
Tribe, and community-based organizations to increase the availability of resources and
services to all rate payers. The travelling Wastemobile is part of the Program, and the
recycling and hazardous waste collection events hosted by cities throughout King County
are funded in part by the Hazardous Waste Program.
As a partner in the Hazardous Waste Management Program, SCA appoints a member to
serve on the Management Coordinating Committee, which guides and oversees the
Program’s work.
The County is in the early stages of updating the Hazardous Waste Management Plan that
will guide the work of the Program over the next ten years and will be soliciting feedback
from SCA member cities to inform that update.
Comprehensive Plan Update
The Hazardous Waste Program is updating their Comprehensive Plan for the next ten years.
They are currently conducting initial research and will reach out to SCA members in late
October/early November with invitations to participate in an online opportunity to share what
they have learned thus far and solicit feedback. This is an opportunity for jurisdictional partners
to influence the plan at an early stage, and ultimately, the work the Hazardous Waste Program
focuses on for the next ten years. SCA members are encouraged to participate and provide
feedback to ensure the Hazardous Waste Management Program is meeting the needs of your
communities. The Program will also connect with participating SCA staff and city staff members
through their City/Tribal Staff Workgroup, which meets quarterly.
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The Hazardous Waste Program intends to have a draft ready for public comment in July 2021,
and, following approval by the Management Coordinating Committee and the Board of Health,
will submit to the Department of Ecology in December 2021.
Committed to racial equity
The Hazardous Waste Program is reaffirming their commitment to their vision that “race is not
a determinant of hazardous materials exposure in households and businesses in King County”
throughout the Plan Update. They are working towards this goal by centering community voice
by proactively reaching out to community-based organizations to inform and guide the Plan
Update process, just as they are seeking SCA member input.
New website and E-Newsletter
The Program has an informative new website aimed at better serving all customers. And as SCA
members, look for the Program’s e-newsletter – and members are encouraged to sign up if you
have not yet received it.
Next Steps
SCA staff will continue to monitor the work of the Hazardous Waste Management Program and
will share opportunities to engage in the Program’s Comprehensive Plan update. Questions or
feedback can be provided to SCA Policy Analyst Jackie Wheeler, jackie@soundcities.org, 206495-3020.
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