SCA Public Issues Committee
February 10, 2021 – 7:00 PM

Due to the COVID-19 emergency and pursuant to the Governor’s Safe Start-Stay Healthy Proclamation,
the PIC will meet remotely.
Members of the public may view or listen to the meeting using the following methods:
From computer, tablet or smartphone:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83417898893?pwd=ZEpEbFRMK1UweTIybHBUWjdzaDNzZz09
Passcode: 463972
Or dial in by phone: 1-253-215-8782 / Webinar ID: 839 8445 4266 / Passcode: 463972

AGENDA
1. Welcome and Roll Call – Christie Malchow, Sammamish, Chair

5 minutes

2. Public Comment – Christie Malchow, Sammamish, Chair

10 minutes

3. Approval of Minutes – January 13, 2021 Meeting
Page 5

5 minutes

4. Chair’s Report – Christie Malchow, Sammamish, Chair

5 minutes

5. Executive Director’s Report – Deanna Dawson, SCA Executive Director

5 minutes

6. Emergency Management Advisory Committee Appointment
ACTION
Page 13
Deanna Dawson, SCA Executive Director

5 minutes

7. 2021 State Legislative Session
DISCUSSION
Page 14
Jackie Wheeler, SCA Policy Analyst

20 minutes

8. Countywide Planning Policies
DISCUSSION
Page 20
Brian Parry, SCA Policy Director

20 minutes
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9. King County Regional Homelessness Authority
UPDATE
Page 28
Alexis Mercedes Rinck, SCA Policy Analyst

15 minutes

10. Levies and Ballot Measures in King County
UPDATE
Page 30
Brian Parry, SCA Policy Director

10 minutes

11. Potential Upcoming Issues
DISCUSSION
Page 32
Deanna Dawson, SCA Executive Director

10 minutes

12. Upcoming Events
a. SCA Partner Forum with Cedar Grove – Friday, February 5, 2021 – 1 :00 AM to 12:00 PM
b. SCA Public Issues Committee Meeting – Wednesday, February 10, 2021 – 7:00 to 9:00 PM
c. SCA Board Meeting – Wednesday, February 17, 2021 – 10:00 AM to noon
d. Lunch with the King County Council Series – Reagan Dunn – Monday, February 22, 2021 – Noon
to 1:00 PM
e. Lunch with the SCA Board Series – Angela Birney – Friday, February 26,2021 – Noon to 1:00 PM
f. SCA Partner Forum on Solid Waste & Sustainability – Friday, March 5, 2021 – 2:30 PM – 4:00
PM
13. For the Good of the Order
14. Adjourn
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Sound Cities Association
Mission

To provide leadership through advocacy, education, mutual support and
networking to cities in King County as they act locally and
partner regionally to create livable vital communities.

Vision

Capitalizing on the diversity of our cities to lead policy change to make the
Puget Sound region the best in the world.

Values

SCA aspires to create an environment that fosters mutual support, respect, trust,
fairness and integrity for the greater good of the association and its membership.
SCA operates in a consistent, inclusive, and transparent manner that
respects the diversity of our members and encourages open discussion
and risk-taking.
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Commonly Used Acronyms
ADS Advisory Council
AFIS Advisory Committee
AWC
BOH
CYAB
DVI Task Force
EDDB
EMAC
EMS Advisory Task Force
ETP
GMPB
GMPC
GSP
IJT
JRC
K4C
KCD
KCDAC
KCFCD
KCFCDAC
KCPEC
LEOFF1 Disability Board
LHWMP
LHWMP MCC
MIDD
MKCC
MSWMAC
PIC
PSAP
PSCAA
PSCAAAC
PSERN
PSRC
RLSJC
RPC
RPEC
RTC
RWQC
SCA
SCAACG
SCATBd
SeaShore
SWAC
TPB

Advisory Council on Aging and Disability Services
Automated Fingerprint Identification System Advisory Committee
Association of Washington Cities
Board of Health
Children and Youth Advisory Board
Domestic Violence Initiative Regional Task Force
Central Puget Sound Economic Development District Board
Emergency Management Advisory Committee
Emergency Medical Services Levy Advisory Task Force
Eastside Transportation Partnership
PSRC Growth Management Policy Board
King County Growth Management Planning Council
Greater Seattle Partners
Interjurisdictional Team – staff support to the GMPC
Joint Recommendations Committee for Community Development Block Grants
King County-Cities Climate Collaboration
King Conservation District
King Conservation District Advisory Committee
King County Flood Control District
King County Flood Control District Advisory Committee
King County Project Evaluation Committee
Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters Plan 1 Disability Board
Local Hazardous Waste Management Program
Local Hazardous Waste Management Program Management Coordination
Committee
Mental Illness and Drug Dependency Oversight Committee
Metropolitan King County Council
Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee
Public Issues Committee
Public Safety Answering Points
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency Advisory Council
Puget Sound Emergency Radio Network
Puget Sound Regional Council
Regional Law Safety and Justice Committee
Regional Policy Committee
PSRC Regional Project Evaluation Committee
Regional Transit Committee
Regional Water Quality Committee
Sound Cities Association
South Central Action Area Caucus Group
South County Area Transportation Board
Seashore Transportation Forum
Solid Waste Advisory Committee
PSRC Transportation Policy Board
SCA PIC February 10, 2021
4

SCA Public Issues Committee
DRAFT MINUTES
January 13, 2021 – 7:00 PM
TELEPHONIC
1. Welcome and Roll Call
PIC Chair Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 34 cities had
representation (Attachment A).
Guests present:
Councilmember James Jeyaraj, Auburn (PIC Alternate); Nancy Tosta, Burien (PIC Alternate);
Mayor Kimberly Lisk, Carnation (PIC Alternate); Councilmember Lydia Assefa-Dawson, Federal
Way (PIC Alternate); Councilmember Barbara de Michele, Issaquah (PIC Alternate); Mayor
Benson Wong, Mercer Island (PIC Alternate); Councilmember Vanessa Kritzer, Redmond (PIC
Alternate); Councilmember Ed Prince, Renton (PIC Alternate); Councilmember Pam Fernald,
SeaTac (PIC Alternate); Councilmember Jennifer Robertson, Bellevue; Councilmember Elizabeth
Porter, Covington; Council President Susan Honda, Federal Way; Mayor Mary Lou Pauly,
Issaquah; Council President Victoria Hunt, Issaquah; Councilmember Chris Reh, Issaquah;
Councilmember Lindsey Walsh, Issaquah; Councilmember Debra Srebnik, Kenmore; Mayor
Dana Ralph, Kent; Councilmember Zandria Michaud, Kent; Councilmember Brenda Fincher,
Kent; Mayor Penny Sweet, Kirkland; Deputy Mayor Jay Arnold, Kirkland; Councilmember Neal
Black, Kirkland; Councilmember Amy Falcone, Kirkland; Councilmember Jon Pascal, Kirkland;
Councilmember Lorri Bodi, Lake Forest Park; Deputy Mayor Dana Parnello, Maple Valley;
Councilmember Syd Dawson, Maple Valley; Deputy Mayor Wendy Weiker, Mercer Island;
Councilmember Ariana Sherlock, Newcastle; Councilmember Kim-Khanh Van, Renton;
Councilmember Clyde Hill, SeaTac; Mayor Allan Ekberg, Tukwila; Diana Hart, Woodinville staff;
Merina Hanson, Kent staff; Doug Levy, Renton consultant; Jenny Huston, King County staff; Tom
Goff, King County staff.
SCA Policy Director Brian Parry provided an overview of how the meeting would be facilitated
using Zoom Webinar. He noted that any discussion in the chat logs would be maintained for
public records purposes and included in the PIC minutes (Attachment B).
2. Public Comment
Chair Malchow asked if there was anyone in attendance who would like to provide public
comment. Hearing none, Chair Malchow closed the public comment portion of the meeting.
3. Approval of the December 9, 2020 PIC Minutes
Chair Malchow asked if there were any amendments to the December 9, 2020 PIC minutes.
Mayor Nancy Backus, Auburn, moved, seconded by Councilmember Kate Kruller, Tukwila, to
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approve the December 9, 2020 minutes. The motion passed 33-0-1. The city of Lake Forest
Park abstained.
4. Chair’s Report
Chair Malchow welcomed members to the first PIC meeting of 2021. She said that as chair she
is committee to PIC continuing to be a venue for cities to respectfully discuss and debate
regional issues. She said that the SCA board would be meeting on January 20 and electing SCA
leadership for 2021. She encouraged members to reach out to their representatives on the SCA
board to build relationships and communicate about important issues.
5. Executive Director’s Report
SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson noted that later in the agenda an orientation would be
held both for PIC members and for SCA regional board and committee appointees, many of
whom were in attendance as guests. She asked PIC members to ensure SCA has their correct
contact information by sending the best contact method to leah@soundcities.org. PIC members
were also asked to be sure to RSVP in advance of meetings to allow staff to provide members
with their unique link to join the meetings. Dawson said there was a vacant alternate seat
opening for an SCA member on the Emergency Management Advisory Committee and
encouraged members to apply. Dawson highlighted ongoing coordination with Public Health –
Seattle & King County to address COVID-19. She noted that many cities have offered to assist
with vaccinations and to expect upcoming meeting announcements for those who would like to
be involved in that effort.
6. 2021 PIC Meeting Schedule
SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson provided an overview of the 2021 PIC meeting
schedule. The PIC will meet on the second Wednesday of each month from 7:00 to 9:00 PM.
Meetings will be held remotely until otherwise stated.
Vice-Chair Councilmember Bill Boyce, Kent, moved, seconded by Councilmember Martin
Moore, Federal Way, to approve Resolution 2021-1 setting the 2021 Public Issues Committee
schedule (Attachment C). There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously.
7. Regional Board and Committee Appointments
SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson reported that the PIC Nominating Committee met on
January 5, 2021 to consider nominations to fill vacant alternate positions on the Regional Water
Quality Committee and Joint Recommendations Committee. Following deliberation, the
Nominating Committee recommended the following appointments: Councilmember Chris
Stearns, Auburn, to fill the vacant alternate position on the Regional Water Quality Committee;
and Councilmember Elizabeth Porter, Covington, to fill the vacant alternate position on the
Joint Recommendations Committee.
Councilmember Traci Buxton, Des Moines, moved, seconded by Councilmember Kate Kruller,
Tukwila, to appoint Councilmember Chris Stearns, Auburn, to fill the vacant alternate position
on the Regional Water Quality Committee; and Councilmember Elizabeth Porter, Covington,
to fill the vacant alternate position on the Joint Recommendations Committee. There was no
discussion. The motion passed unanimously.
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8. 2021 SCA Legislative Agenda
SCA Policy Analyst Jackie Wheeler presented a draft 2021 SCA Legislative Agenda that builds on
the legislative principles and priorities approved by the SCA Board of Directors at their
December meeting as recommended by the SCA Legislative Committee and PIC. She asked PIC
members to let staff know if there are any concerns about the one-pager and thanked the
committee for their feedback and contributions to the 2021 Legislative Agenda.
Wheeler said that the 2021 Legislative Session officially began on Monday, January 11.
Beginning at the February PIC meeting, Candice Bock with the Association of Washington Cities
(AWC) will be presenting monthly updates to PIC during session.
Wheeler stated that SCA signed on a letter coordinated by the Keep Washington Rolling
coalition urging the Legislature to take action on a transportation package this year. Many
individual cities also signed on to this letter. She informed PIC members that the Chair of the
House Transportation Committee is hosting stakeholder briefings during the week of January 18
on different transportation initiatives and encouraged members to reach out to SCA staff if they
would like more information.
9. King County Health Through Housing Initiative
SCA Policy Director Brian Parry reported on the recently approved countywide one-tenth of a
percent sales tax for affordable housing and supportive services to fund the King County Health
Through Housing Initiative. The initiative calls for issuing bonds to move quickly to acquire
single-room properties impacted by the current economic downturn (such as hotels and
assisted living facilities) to house as many as 2,000 chronically homeless persons as well as fund
services for those individuals. Beginning in 2022, spending under the initiative will be guided by
an Implementation Plan. The ordinance describing the Implementation Plan was referred to the
Regional Policy Committee (RPC) where SCA representatives put forward amendments seeking
more clarity about consultation with cities, including requiring joint agreement on the location
of any new facilities; requiring a plan for communicating with all cities, including partnerships
like ARCH and SKHHP; and requiring an annual forecast of dollars going to supportive services
and the operational costs of any new facilities. The SCA amendments were included in the
ordinance as approved by the RPC. The ordinance now goes to the County Council. If the
County Council amends the ordinance, the amended version of the ordinance would then
return to RPC for further deliberation.
Mayor Angela Birney, Redmond, thanked everyone who has participated in discussions about
the county’s proposal and for their input on the amendments proposed by SCA members at
RPC.
10. Emergency Management Zone Coordinators
SCA Analyst Jackie Wheeler reported that SCA representatives to the Emergency Management
Advisory Committee (EMAC) have been engaged in ongoing discussions regarding the roles and
responsibilities, oversight, and service model of the Emergency Management Zone
Coordinators that provide critical support to cities. At the December 2020 EMAC meeting, the
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Director of OEM sought feedback from the committee on draft documents that outlined
potential roles and responsibilities for the zone coordinators as well as possible selection and
evaluation measures. The committee decided to convene a smaller workgroup of EMAC
members and Emergency Managers to work through the details of these proposals and address
concerns before bringing back to the full committee for discussion. This workgroup, with
representation from the SCA caucus, is scheduled to meet the week of January 11 to work
through these details and report back to the full EMAC at their February meeting. To support
that work, PIC members are encouraged to provide feedback to SCA staff and EMAC
representatives on the role of Zone Coordinators in fulfilling your city’s emergency
management needs, particularly how the coordinators have served as advocates for your city.
Mayor Marianne Klaas, Clyde Hill, noted that she is an SCA representative on EMAC who is
participating in the Zone Coordinator discussions. She said they are working to ensure that
cities still see the same benefits of having the support of the Zone Coordinators and that this is
not lost in the regional approach. She asked cities to provide examples they have of strong
successes with their Zone Coordinators or other useful examples that would assist in
conversations with the county.
11. 2021 Preview – Orientation for PIC and Regional Committee Appointees
SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson welcomed SCA regional board and committee
appointees in attendance to join PIC for a 2021 orientation. Dawson highlighted that an
important part of SCA’s adopted mission is to provide leadership through advocacy on behalf of
all 38 SCA member cities and the more than one million residents they represent. Much of that
advocacy comes through the many city elected officials who volunteer their time to serve on
regional boards and committees on behalf of SCA. She stressed the importance of working
together with fellow cities and the role of regional committee members, PIC, and the SCA board
in developing policy.
PIC members were briefed on and discussed a host of issues anticipated to be of particular
importance in 2021, including: continuing to respond to COVID-19; economic recovery and
ongoing work through the Greater Seattle Partners to develop a Recovery Framework for the
region; service changes at Metro and updates to regional transit plans; updates to the
Countywide Planning Policies; affordable housing and homelessness; the Best Starts for Kids
levy renewal; the solid waste rate model; reforms at the King County Sheriff’s Office; and,
equity and inclusion.
12. Informational Items
a. Levies and Ballot Measures in King County
13. Upcoming Events
b. SCA Board Meeting – Wednesday, January 20, 2021 – 10:00 AM to noon
c. SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series – Washington Employers for Racial Equity – Friday,
January 8, 2021 – 2:30 to 4:00 PM
d. Lunch with the SCA Board Series – Incoming 2021 SCA President Ed Prince – Friday,
January 22, 2021 – Noon to 1:00 PM
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e. Lunch with the King County Council Series – 2021 County Council Chair Claudia Balducci
– Monday, January 25, 2021 – Noon to 1:00 PM
f. Public Issues Committee Meeting – Wednesday, February 10, 2021 – 7:00 to 9:00 PM
14. For the Good of the Order
15. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM.
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Public Issues Committee Meeting
January 13, 2020
City
Representative
Alternate
Algona
Dave Hill
Auburn
Nancy Backus
James Jeyaraj
Beaux Arts Village
Athena Howes
Tom Stowe
Bellevue
Janice Zahn
Jeremy Barksdale
Black Diamond
Erin Stout
Tamie Deady
Bothell
James McNeal
Tom Agnew
Burien
Krystal Marx
Nancy Tosta
Carnation
Dustin Green
Kim Lisk
Clyde Hill
Marianne Klaas
Kim Muromoto
Covington
Joseph Cimaomo, Jr.
Kristina Soltys
Des Moines
Traci Buxton
Duvall
Michelle Hogg
Jennifer Knaplund
Enumclaw
Chance LaFleur
Tony Binion
Federal Way
Martin Moore
Lydia Assefa-Dawson
Hunts Point
Joseph Sabey
N/A
Issaquah
Tola Marts
Barbara de Michele
Kenmore
David Baker
Corina Pfeil
Kent
Bill Boyce
Toni Troutner
Kirkland
Kelli Curtis
Toby Nixon
Lake Forest Park
Tom French
Semra Riddle
Maple Valley
Sean Kelly
Les Burberry
Medina
Jennifer Garone
Jessica Rossman
Mercer Island
David Rosembaum
Benson Wong
Milton
Jim Gillespie
Shanna Styron Sherrell
Newcastle
Linda Newing
Tony Ventrella
Normandy Park
Sue-Ann Hohimer
Ernest Thompson
North Bend
Ross Loudenback
Heather Koellen
Pacific
Leanne Guier
David Sporaasli
Redmond
Angela Birney
Vanessa Kritzer
Renton
Armondo Pavone
Ed Prince
Sammamish
Christie Malchow
Kent Treen
SeaTac
Erin Sitterley
Pam Fernald
Shoreline
Chris Roberts
Will Hall
Skykomish
Henry Sladek
Snoqualmie
Katherine Ross
Matt Larson
Tukwila
Kate Kruller
Verna Seal
Woodinville
Gary Harris
Les Rubstello
Yarrow Point
Dicker Cahill
SCA
Deanna Dawson
Alexis Mercedes Rinck
Brian Parry
Leah Willoughby
Cities present at the meeting are bolded. Voting representatives present are highlighted.
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SCA Public Issues Committee – December 9, 2020
Attachment B – Zoom Chat Log
From Sean P. Kelly, Maple Valley to Leah Willoughby (SCA)(Direct Message) : sorry i'm late. to
many meeting in one day
From Clyde Hill to All panelists : fwiw, yes... Clyde Hill the person from the Great City of
SeaTac :-)
From Christie Malchow, Sammamish to All panelists : Thank you Clyde!
From Traci Buxton, Des Moines to All panelists : Thank you, Ed!
From Ed Prince, Renton to All panelists : Thank you Traci!
From James McNeal to All panelists : Thank you for your leadership on PIC Ed!
From Kate Kruller, Tukwila to All panelists : You are amazing, Ed! Thank you for your great
service to SCA-PIC!
From Nancy Backus, Auburn : Ed rocks!
From Ed Prince, Renton to All panelists : Nancy and LeAnne are awesome!
From Ed Prince, Renton to All panelists : The House is limiting members to 7 bills a piece
From Nancy Backus, Auburn : I heard that as well!
From Angela Birney, Redmond to All panelists : WOW
From Deanna Dawson to All panelists : Just a reminder that we'd prefer people share info out
loud, rather than in chat, so everyone listening gets same info! Thank you!
From Janice Zahn, Bellevue : https://www.nlc.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/12/NLC_Survey_November_2020_One_Pager.pdf
From Janice Zahn, Bellevue : https://www.nlc.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/12/NLC_Survey_November_2020_Infographic_Web.pdf
From Krystal Marx, Burien :
https://burienwa.gov/news_events/featured_events/its_a_wonderful_burien_2020
From Angela Birney, Redmond to All panelists : https://www.redmond.gov/1139/RedmondLights
From Sean P. Kelly, Maple Valley to All panelists : awesome job Christie!
From James McNeal to All panelists : Amazing job Christie!
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Sound Cities Association
Resolution 2021-1
2021 Public Issues Committee Schedule
WHEREAS, the Public Issues Committee (PIC) of the Sound Cities Association meets monthly on
the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM to conduct the regular business of the Committee,
unless otherwise stated; and
WHEREAS, due to the COVID-19 public health emergency, the PIC will meet remotely until
otherwise stated;
NOW THEREFORE:
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PUBLIC ISSUES COMMITTEE OF THE SOUND CITIES ASSOCIATION AS
FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1:
The Public Issues Committee sets the following schedule for 2021 PIC meetings:
January 13
February 10
March 10
April 14
May 12
June 9
July 14
August 11
September 8
October 13
November 10
December 8
SECTION 2:
Due to the COVID-19 public health emergency, the PIC will meet remotely until otherwise
stated.
PASSED BY THE PUBLIC ISSUES COMMITTEE OF THE SOUND CITIES ASSOCIATION AT ITS
REGULAR MEETING ON THE 13th DAY OF JANUARY, 2021.

Christie Malchow, 2021 PIC Chair

Date

Attest:
Deanna Dawson, SCA Executive Director

Date

SCA PIC Meeting January 13, 2021
Resolution 2021‐1, Setting the PIC’s 2021 Meeting Schedule
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Item 6:
Emergency Management Advisory Committee Appointment
ACTION

February 10, 2021
SCA PIC Meeting

SCA Staff Contact
Jackie Wheeler, SCA Policy Analyst, jackie@soundcities.org, 206-495-3020
SCA PIC Nominating Committee Members
Councilmember Ross Loudenback, North Bend, Chair; Councilmember Chance LaFleur,
Enumclaw; Councilmember Chris Roberts, Shoreline; Councilmember Traci Buxton, Des Moines
Action
Recommend the SCA Board of Directors appoint Mayor Linda Newing, Newcastle, to fill a
vacant SCA alternate position on the Emergency Management Advisory Committee, as
recommended by the PIC Nominating Committee.
Background
The PIC Nominating Committee met on February 3, 2021 to consider nominations to fill a
vacant alternate position on the Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC).
Following deliberation, the PIC Nominating Committee voted recommend the appointment of
Mayor Linda Newing, Newcastle, to fill the vacancy. If approved by PIC, the recommendation
will be sent to the SCA Board of Directors for final approval at their meeting on February 17,
2021.
Committee Information
EMAC advises, assists, reviews, and comments on emergency management and homeland
security issues and allocations, as well as regional planning and policies. EMAC is an advisory
body to the King County Executive, the King County Council, and the Office of Emergency
Management to facilitate coordination of regional emergency planning in King County.
Members of EMAC represent cities, fire service, law enforcement, hospitals, the Port of Seattle,
King County departments, special purpose districts, tribes, utilities, non-profit agencies, faithbased organizations, and the private sector. Cities with population over 100,000 have their own
EMAC seats (Seattle, Bellevue, Kent, Renton). SCA has appointing authority for three voting
members and three alternates. More information is available on the committee’s website.
Next Steps
For more information, contact SCA Policy Analyst Jackie Wheeler at jackie@soundcities.org or
206-495-3020.
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February 10, 2021
SCA PIC Meeting

Item 7:
2021 State Legislative Session
UPDATE
SCA Staff Contact
Jackie Wheeler, SCA Policy Analyst, jackie@soundcities.org, 206-495-3020
SCA Legislative Committee Members
Mayor Dana Ralph, Kent (Chair); Mayor Angela Birney, Redmond; Mayor Leanne Guier, Pacific;
Mayor Amy Ockerlander, Duvall; Mayor Mary Lou Pauly, Issaquah; Deputy Mayor Wendy
Weiker, Mercer Island
Update
SCA has adopted a 2021 Legislative Agenda urging the Washington State Legislature to take
action on five priorities:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Promote Economic Recovery
Address the Fiscal Needs of Cities to Provide Local Services
Address Housing Instability
Invest in Transportation Infrastructure and Mobility
Address Law Enforcement Reform
Clarify the Open Public Meetings Act Regarding Remote Meetings

Throughout the legislative session, staff will be providing PIC with updates on bills being
considered by the Legislature that are related to each of these priorities. Additional
legislation impacting cities and flagged for importance by SCA members is also summarized
here.
At the February meeting, PIC will be joined by Candice Bock, Director of Government
Relations for the Association of Washington Cities (AWC), to provide an update to members
on key legislative priorities.
Background
The SCA Legislative Committee, consisting of representation from each SCA geographic caucus,
met throughout 2020 to develop the SCA 2021 Legislative Agenda that reflects city priorities
common across SCA membership. With the recommendation of PIC, the SCA Board of Directors
adopted the SCA Legislative Agenda for the 2021 session at their January meeting.
The Washington State Legislature convened for the first day of session on Monday, January 11,
2021 in a largely remote setting due to COVID-19 restrictions. Committee meetings are being
SCA PIC February 10, 2021
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held virtually over Zoom with opportunities for members of the public to sign in and testify or
provide written testimony. The Legislature has provided a resource page with instructions on
how to follow along and participate during session. Key issues during the 2021 legislative
session include: COVID-19 response and recovery, housing, law enforcement reform, revenue
options, climate change, and adopting the biennial budgets.
2021 Session Cutoff Calendar
January 11, 2021

First Day of Session

February 15, 2021

Last day to read in committee reports in house of origin, except House fiscal
committees and Senate Ways & Means and Transportation committees.

February 22, 2021

Last day to read in committee reports from House fiscal committees and
Senate Ways & Means and Transportation committees in house of origin.

March 9, 2021

Last day to consider (pass) bills in house of origin (5 p.m.).

March 26, 2021

Last day to read in committee reports from opposite house, except House
fiscal committees and Senate Ways & Means and Transportation committees.

April 2, 2021

Last day to read in opposite house committee reports from House fiscal
committees and Senate Ways & Means and Transportation committees.

April 11, 2021

Last day to consider (pass) opposite house bills (5 p.m.) (except initiatives and
alternatives to initiatives, budgets and matters necessary to implement
budgets, differences between the houses, and matters incident to the interim
and closing of the session).

April 25, 2021

Last day allowed for regular session under state constitution.

SCA 2021 Legislative Priorities
Below are summaries of legislation related to the adopted SCA 2021 Legislative Agenda but
does not imply SCA support or opposition for specific bills. Additionally, as over 800 bills have
been introduced so far this session, this list does not include all proposals being considered on
these topics. As the Legislature approaches the varying cutoffs outlined above, the list of
legislation likely to continue through the legislative process will become more refined.
Promote Economic Recovery
On January 22, state legislators introduced COVID-19 relief legislation that would appropriate
$2.2 billion in federal funding to high-priority areas. HB 1368 includes:
- $714 million for assistance to K-12 schools;
- $618 million for public health, including $438 million for testing and contract tracing,
and $68 million for vaccines;
- $365 million to address housing concerns including rental assistance;
- $240 million for business assistance grants;
- $91 million for other income assistance programs;
- $50 million for childcare-related items; and
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-

$26 million for food banks and other food-related programs.

On Monday, February 1, the House passed HB 1368 on a 61-36 vote and is now being
considered by the State Senate. House Republicans also introduced a $4 billion COVID-19 relief
bill (HB 1334) that, in addition to federal funding, would include $2.1 billion from the state’s
budget reserves. That bill was first read on January 20 and referred to the House
Appropriations Committee.
Other bills related to economic recovery include those that would exempt businesses from
paying state taxes on COVID-19 aid (HB 1095), provide tax relief from unemployment insurance
(SB 5061), and temporarily waive certain liquor license fees (SB 5272).
Address the Fiscal Needs of Cities to Provide Local Services
The Association of Washington Cities’ (AWC) fiscal flexibility bill (HB 1069) has been progressing
steadily in the first weeks of session, moving out of both the House Committee on Local
Government and House Committee on Finance with a do pass recommendation as amended.
The bill, sponsored by Representative Gerry Pollet, would provide local governments with
greater flexibility with existing revenue sources, such as the Criminal Justice Sales Tax and Real
Estate Excise Tax, to manage the economic impacts resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. As
seen in previous sessions, a bill that would modify the annual regular property tax revenue
growth limit was introduced on January 25 and referred to the House Committee on Finance
(HB 1362).
Address Housing Instability
A number of bills have been introduced in the 2021 Legislative Session related to housing. In
addition to the COVID-19 relief bill mentioned above that includes $365 million for housing
assistance, lawmakers are considering proposals that would suspend the eviction moratorium
and create a $600 million Emergency Rental Assistance Grant Program for tenants and
landlords with past due rental payments (HB 1228) and another bill that would create an
ongoing, dedicated rental assistance fund supported by a $100 fee on certain recording
documents (HB 1277).
SB 5160 proposes prohibiting, with some exceptions, landlords from terminating or refusing to
renew a rental lease for two years after public health emergency, requiring landlords to offer a
repayment plan schedule, and establishing a “right to counsel” for indigent tenants, paid for by
the state. SB 5139 would prohibit rent increases for the first six months following the expiration
of the eviction moratorium and places limitations on increases to rent for an additional six
months following.
HB 1070, a “fix” to last session’s HB 1590, would expand the eligible uses for the sales and use
tax for affordable housing and supportive services, allowing the county to acquire units of
housing with funds in addition to the current authority to construct new units. A substitute bill,
which added requirements that the county consult with the city in which the facility is located
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prior to acquisition and ensures that at least 15% of services provided at facilities are for
residents of that city, passed out of the House Committee.
Other bills related to affordable housing include HB 1128 which would allow local jurisdictions
to establish Housing Benefit Districts and authorize the district to impose sales and uses taxes
and property taxes with voter approval to support affordable housing preservation and
development. HB 1220 proposes updates to the housing goals of the Growth Management Act
to include planning for and accommodating affordable housing. HB 1220 would also restrict
cities from prohibiting emergency housing, permanent supportive housing, or emergency
shelters in multifamily, commercial, mixed use, or form-based zones where short-term rentals
are allowed.
Invest in Transportation Infrastructure and Mobility
Both the House and the Senate have released their own transportation revenue package
proposals. In the House, Representative Jake Fey introduced a 16-year, $26 billion package that
includes a $4.6 billion investment in transportation maintenance and preservation. The House
proposal calls for a gas tax increase of 18-cents per gallon over the next biennium and a carbon
fee of $15 per ton in 2021-2023. Representative Fey has stated a project list will be negotiated
this spring as the plan includes significant investments for state and local transportation
projects.
In the Senate, Senator Steve Hobbs released his 16-year, nearly $19 billion package that would
collect revenue from either a carbon fee of $20 per metric ton or a cap-and-invest system as
well as through a series of new fees and taxes, including a 6-cent increase to the gas tax. The
proposal provides $375 million for direct distribution for cities and counties and $200 million
for bicycle and pedestrian grant programs. A balance sheet, revenue summary, and proposed
project list can be found here.
Address Law Enforcement Reform
As expected, a major topic of interest in the 2021 Legislative Session has been around public
safety and law enforcement reform. In December 2020, Representative Jesse Johnson pre-filed
HB 1054, which would restrict certain police tactics like chokeholds, tear gas, neck restraints,
and use of no-knock warrants, military equipment, and unleashed police dogs in making arrests.
HB 1054 also includes requirements regarding identification of officers, requiring the officer’s
uniform clearly display the officer’s name or other information to identify the officer. The bill
passed out of the House Committee on Public Safety on January 22 with a do pass
recommendation. SCA has heard concerns on certain elements of this bill from member cities.
Representative Johnson has also sponsored HB 1310 which establishes a standard use of force,
narrowing the acceptable uses of physical and deadly force and requiring the use of deescalation tactics before using physical force. The bill does not prevent law enforcement
agencies from adopting stricter standards than those included in this proposed statewide
standard.
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HB 1082 and its companion SB 5051 would expand the grounds for officer decertification and
would require the Criminal Justice Training Commission (CJTC) to maintain a public database
with records that include reasons for an officer’s separation from a law enforcement agency
and any decertification or suspension actions pursued. The Senate version of the bill was
passed out of the Senate Committee on Law and Justice with a do pass recommendation and
referred to Ways and Means.
Lawmakers are also considering legislation that would require local jurisdictions with at least 10
officers to establish a community oversight board with a budget of at least 5% of the total funds
allocated for law enforcement in the jurisdiction (HB 1203).
Clarify the Open Public Meetings Act Regarding Remote Meetings
On January 22, the House unanimously approved HB 1056 that would allow local governments
to hold virtual public meetings following an emergency declaration by a local, state, or federal
government. The bill requires public agencies to post agendas online and provide an option for
the public to listen in real-time. Following passage in the House, HB 1056 has been referred to
the Senate State Government and Elections Committee.
Other Areas of Interest
Below are other bills that cities have indicated interest in during the 2021 Legislative Session:
HB 1025 / SB 5006

Provides local voter approved sales tax for parks.

HB 1053

Delaying the implementation of restrictions on carryout bags.

HB 1058

Modifying the sales and use tax for cultural access programs by
allowing the tax to be imposed by a councilmanic or commission
authority.

HB 1099

Adds a goal of climate change mitigation to the listed goals of the
Growth Management Act (GMA).

HB 1117

Adds salmon recovery as a goal under the Growth Management Act
and requires a strategy that achieves net ecological gain of salmon
habitat.

HB 1156

Local Option for Even-Year Elections and Ranked Choice Voting

HB 1189 / SB 5211

Authorizes tax increment financing for local governments.

SB 5110

Limits local government authority when siting telecommunications
infrastructure.
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For more information on legislation and their potential impact on cities, the Association of
Washington Cities has a Legislative Bulletin that is distributed weekly during the legislative
session.
Next Steps
SCA staff will continue to monitor bills that address the SCA 2021 Legislative Agenda
throughout session. PIC members are also encouraged to notify staff of other bills that impact
may impact our member cities. Questions or feedback can be provided to SCA Policy Analyst
Jackie Wheeler, jackie@soundcities.org, 206-495-3020.

SCA PIC February 10, 2021
Item 7

19

February 10, 2021
SCA PIC Meeting

Item 8:
Countywide Planning Policies Update
DISCUSSION
SCA Staff Contact
Brian Parry, SCA Policy Director, brian@soundcities.org, (206) 499-4159
SCA Members of the King County Growth Management Planning Council
Mayor Leanne Guier, Pacific; Mayor Matt Larson, Snoqualmie; Councilmember Thomas
McLeod, Tukwila; Councilmember Satwinder Kaur, Kent; Councilmember Pam Stuart,
Sammamish; Councilmember Chris Reh, Issaquah; Councilmember Syd Dawson, Maple Valley
(alternate); Councilmember Salim Nice, Mercer Island (alternate); Councilmember Debra
Srebnik, Kenmore (alternate); Councilmember Ryan McIrvin, Renton (alternate)
Discussion
The King County Countywide Planning Policies (CPP’s) are a series of policies that address
growth management issues in King County. The purpose of the CPP’s is to provide a
consistent vision and planning framework for each jurisdiction in King County as they develop
their own individual comprehensive plans.
The CPP’s are proposed to be updated in 2021 to align with the recently approved update to
VISION 2050 and in anticipation of updates to county and city comprehensive plans due by
the end of June 2024. The current CPP’s have not been substantively updated since 2012.
Among other things, the proposed updates to the CPP’s include new requirements for
jurisdictions associated with planning for and monitoring affordable housing supply; add new
emphasis to planning for health and equity outcomes in housing, land use, transportation,
environmental, and economic policies; provide greater emphasis to climate change; and
incorporate changes to state law and the regional plan for growth, VISION 2050. The CPP’s
will also include the employment and growth targets that are foundational to the zoning and
land use assumptions in comprehensive plans.
Staff working groups from cities, the county, and other regional stakeholders drafted
proposed updates that were provided to the King County Growth Management Planning
Council on January 27. The GMPC will hold its first formal discussion of the proposed
amendments in late February with a goal of releasing a public review draft for comment at
their meeting in late March. Feedback from cities concerning the proposed changes will be
critical to ensuring the region is successful in implementing its vision for future growth.
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Background
The King County Countywide Planning Policies (CPP’s) are a series of policies that address
growth management issues in King County. The purpose of the CPP’s is to provide a consistent
vision and planning framework for each jurisdiction in King County as they develop their own
individual comprehensive plans.
The CPPs set direction for issues that extend beyond boundaries of a single jurisdiction and
serve as the framework for local comprehensive plans and development regulations. They serve
to ensure that the comprehensive plans of King County and each city work together toward a
common regional direction and are one part of a cascading set of regulations that govern how
the Puget Sound region, and other populous areas of Washington State, plan for growth. The
CPPs offer an opportunity to enforce consistency, concurrency, and accountability in affordable
housing plans and regulations across the county.
Local comprehensive plans are due to be updated by the end of June 2024 and are required to
plan for anticipated growth over the next 20-year period. Over that time, King County is
expected to grow by more than 700,000 new people and over 500,000 more jobs.

The King County Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC) is the countywide planning
body responsible for recommending updates to the CPP’s. The GMPC includes representation
from SCA, King County, Seattle, Bellevue, special purpose districts, and the Port of Seattle. CPP
changes recommended by the GMPC must be approved by the County Council and then ratified
by at least 30 percent of cities and towns representing at least 70 percent of the total county
population. Upon ratification, the CPP’s become binding on the County and its 39 cities and
provide direction on elements that must be included in local comprehensive plans.

SCA PIC Meeting February 10, 2021
Item 8

21

Proposed Changes
The CPP’s are divided into six chapters: Environment, Development Patterns, Housing,
Economy, Transportation, and Public Facilities and Services. Staff working groups from cities,
the county, and other regional stakeholders drafted proposed policy updates to each chapter
that were provided to the King County Growth Management Planning Council on January 27.
A matrix of the full list of policy changes under consideration can be found here. A summary of
proposed changes is included in Attachment A.
The proposed updates to the CPP’s include new requirements for jurisdictions associated with
planning for and monitoring affordable housing supply; add new emphasis to planning for
health and equity outcomes in housing, land use, transportation, environmental, and economic
policies; provide greater emphasis to climate change; and incorporate changes to state law and
the regional plan for growth, VISION 2050.
The CPP’s will also include the employment and growth targets that are foundational to the
zoning and land use assumptions in comprehensive plans. Under the Washington State Growth
Management Act, the state Office of Financial Management (OFM) develops population
projections for the state and each county. In the Puget Sound Region, VISION 2050 as ratified
by Puget Sound Regional Council member jurisdictions, defines roles for different types of
places in accommodating the region’s growth, which inform target setting processes at the
local level. Ultimately, counties are mandated to determine, in consultation with cities, where
that growth should be directed to occur. Once these growth projections are adopted, then the
county and cities are to use them in their comprehensive planning processes and make sure
that their plans can accommodate the projected level of growth (RCW 36.70A.115). City and
county staff are currently engaged in a technical review of potential growth targets and
capacity with a goal of having draft targets available in March.
Among the most significantly revised sections of policy concerns affordable housing planning,
preservation, and monitoring. Despite local and regional efforts to address the shortage of
affordable housing, the challenge has only continued to grow in recent years. The GMPC tasked
the Affordable Housing Committee, which includes SCA representation, with recommending
policy changes to address the issue.
As recommended by the Affordable Housing Council, the proposed housing policy updates are
intended to reflect the region’s commitment to addressing the 2018 findings of the Regional
Affordable Housing Task Force. Key findings include:
•
•

Dramatic housing price increases between 2012 and 2017 resulted in an estimated
156,000 extremely low-, very low-, and low-income households spending more than 30
percent of their income on housing (housing cost burdened); and
Black, Hispanic, Indigenous, and extremely low-income households are among those
most disproportionately impacted by housing cost burden.
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Building on the Task Force’s work, the proposed housing chapter revisions would establish a
countywide need for affordable housing defined as the additional housing units needed in King
County by 2044 so that no household earning at or below 80 percent of Area Median Income is
housing cost burdened. While the need is expressed in countywide terms, housing affordability
varies significantly across jurisdictions. In addressing housing needs, less affordable jurisdictions
will need to take significant action to increase affordability across all income levels while more
affordable jurisdictions will need to take significant action to preserve affordability.
The proposed policies guide jurisdictions through a four-step process:
1. Conduct a housing inventory and analysis;
2. Implement policies and strategies to equitably meet housing needs;
3. Measure results and provide accountability; and
4. Adjust strategies to meet housing needs.
In reviewing the proposed housing chapter amendments, SCA members of the Affordable
Housing Committee expressed the need for more discussion concerning new expectations in
the proposals concerning data analysis, planning, and monitoring, and the cost and feasibility of
doing this work. SCA cities are encouraged to review all of the proposed policies within your
own city’s planning context and resources and provide feedback that can be shared with the
Growth Management Planning Council as they review the recommendations.
Next Steps
The King County Growth Management Planning Council is the formal countywide planning body
responsible for recommending updates to the CPP’s. Changes to the CPP’s must be approved by
the County Council and then ratified by at least 30 percent of cities and towns representing at
least 70 percent of the total county population. Upon ratification, the CPP’s become binding on
the County and its 39 cities and provide direction on elements that must be included in local
comprehensive plans.
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FOR DISCUSSION AT THE JANUARY 27, 2021
GMPC WORK SESSION
2021 CPP Update – Interim Chapter Summaries
The chapters of the King County Countywide Planning Policies are proposed to be
updated with amendments to existing 2012 policies and with the inclusion of new
polices to align with VISION 2050 Multicounty Planning Policies. Below, is a summary
of the concepts guiding the proposed changes, organized by chapter.
1. Environment
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Emphasize climate change by adding a new subsection.
Update the greenhouse gas reduction goals to correspond to the goals set by the
King County-Cities Climate Collaboration (K4C).
Protect and restore natural resources that sequester and store carbon.
Address fossil fuel facilities to protect public health, safety, and welfare; and to
protect the natural ecosystem to reduce climate change.
Address environmental justice issues across several policies including access to
a healthy environment, community resilience, and reduction of pollution.
Provide parks, trails, and open space within walking distance of urban residents
prioritizing underserved communities.
Call for the use of best available science when establishing and implementing
environmental standards.

2. Development Patterns
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Integrate social equity and public health into local and countywide planning.
Ensure a stable urban growth area boundary.
Codify growth target and urban growth capacity report processes.
Link growth targets to land use assumptions in comprehensive plans.
Address four-to-one program provisions, clarifying the process for reassigning
potential annexation areas.
Establish a Centers Designation Framework consistent with the PSRC regional
framework (note: this is related to the GMPC approved process for identifying
Candidate Countywide Centers by the end of 2021. These candidates will be in
effect until 2025-26, at which time GMPC will finalize the designations.)
Ensure better understanding in local planning of past housing and land use
practices have led to inequities by race and ethnicity.
Develop new growth targets with a planning horizon to 2024.
Strengthen city-county collaboration around annexation area planning.
Recognize the role of Cities in the Rural Area consistent with the King County
Comprehensive Plan.
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3. Housing
The Housing Chapter is being updated to support efforts of the Regional Affordable
Housing Task Force (RAHTF) to address the shortfall of 156,000 affordable homes
needed in 2018 and another 88,000 affordable homes by 2040 and other housing
and affordable housing needs. The Affordable Housing Committee (AHC) expects
to adopt a recommendation to the GMPC at their next meeting on January 29,
2021. The draft amendments shared with the GMPC were developed by the
Affordable Housing Committee’s Housing Interjurisdictional Team (HIJT).
In response to stakeholder feedback, the HIJT developed CPP amendments to
achieve the following:
• Align with existing plans, including VISION 2050 and the RAHTF recommendations;
• Strengthen methods of local and regional accountability; and
• Achieve health and equity outcomes.
Align with Existing Plans
• VISION 2050: Proposed amendments to the CPP Housing Chapter reflect changes
in VISION 2050, including addressing displacement, supporting moderate density
housing development, acknowledging historic inequities in access to
homeownership, and planning for affordability near transit.
• Regional Affordable Housing Task Force Final Report and Recommendations: The
proposed CPP Housing Chapter amendments align with and advance the goals
recommended by the Task Force.
Strengthen Methods of Local and Regional Accountability
• New Definition of Countywide Need: The proposed amendments adopt the RAHTF
report’s approach to defining housing need as the number of homes needed today
and in the future to ensure that no low-income household is cost burdened.
• Revised Learning Model: The proposed Housing Chapter policies guide cities and
the county through a four-step continuous improvement process to meet the
countywide need:
o Conduct a housing inventory and analysis;
o Implement policies and strategies to equitably meet housing needs;
o Measure results and provide accountability; and
o Adjust strategies to meet housing needs.
• More Effective Regional Monitoring System: The proposed chapter revisions seek
to:
o Establish regular monitoring of regional and jurisdictional progress through the
Affordable Housing Dashboard; and
o Minimize the reporting burden on local jurisdictions by leveraging the new
centralized data infrastructure created by King County staff that support the AHC.
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Achieve Health and Equity Outcomes
• The CPP policy amendments are structured to achieve health and equity outcomes.
In terms of equity, the proposed amendments promote:
o Distributional equity: An individual’s income race, ethnicity, immigration status,
sexual orientation, ability, or income doesn’t impact their ability to access housing
in the neighborhood of their choice;
o Cross-generational equity: The impact of the housing policies created result in
fair and just distribution of benefits and burdens to future generations;
o Process equity: The housing policy development, decision-making, and
implementation process is inclusive, open, fair, and accessible to all
stakeholders; and
o Reparative policies: The policies implemented will actively seek to repair harms
cause by racially biased policies.
• The policies are grouped in the “implement policies and strategies to equitably meet
housing needs” section of the chapter into five key equity objectives:
o Equitable processes and outcomes;
o Increased housing supply, particularly for households with the greatest needs;
o Expanded housing options and increased affordability accessible to transit
and employment;
o Expanded housing and neighborhood choice for all residents; and
o Housing stability, healthy homes, and healthy communities.
4. Economy
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Support the Regional Economic Strategy.
Support advanced manufacturing throughout the county.
Foster a supportive environment for locally owned and women and minority owned
businesses.
Reduce historic and ongoing disparities in income and employment opportunities for
communities that have been economically disadvantaged.
Call for the development of a system that provides a safety net during economic
downturns.
Prioritize a diversity of middle-wage jobs.
Encourage the public and private sectors to incorporate environmental stewardship
and social responsibility into their practices.

5. Transportation
•
•
•
•
•
•

Emphasize creating an equitable transportation system.
Improve the safety of the system for all users.
Encourage alternatives to driving along including transit and active transportation.
Minimize displacement and impact on affected communities.
Strengthen connections between land use and transportation.
Promote a sustainable system by encourage transit use, active transportation and
alternative fuels.
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6. Public Facilities and Services
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Address impacts of climate change on fisheries and water reuse and reclamation.
Make investments in renewable and alternative energy sources.
Make the provision of telecommunication infrastructure a focus on broadband
service to businesses and households of all income levels.
Further continue King County’s ahead-of-the-curve approach to school siting
policy with specific RCW acknowledgement, and requirements for districtjurisdiction review meetings with reports to the GMPC.
Establish a process for public capital facilities of regional or statewide importance
to incorporate equity in determining impacts and benefits.
Prioritize investments for affordable and equitable access to public services in
this chapter.
Consider climate change, economic and health impacts when siting and building
essential public facilities.
Establish a new Public Facility and Service Disaster Preparedness topic area to
plan for such preparedness and ensure a resilience and recovery focus in
facilities site selection.
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Item 9:
King County Regional Homelessness Authority
UPDATE
SCA Staff Contact
Alexis Mercedes Rinck, SCA Policy Analyst, alexis@soundcities.org
SCA Members of the King County Regional Homelessness Authority Governing Committee
Mayor Nancy Backus, Auburn; Mayor Angela Birney, Redmond; Councilmember Ed Prince,
Renton
SCA Members of the King County Regional Homelessness Authority Implementation Board
Dr. Damien Pattenaude, Superintendent of Renton School District; Nate Caminos, Director of
Government Relations at the Port of Seattle
Update
The King County Regional Homelessness Authority (KCRHA) Governing Committee and
Implementation Board has continued to meet monthly. During their January meeting, the
Governing Committee approved their bylaws, and was updated on the CEO hiring process with
the recruiting firm the Hawkins Company.
At their meeting on February 4, following a unanimous recommendation by the
Implementation Board, the Governing Committee unanimously approved offering the CEO
position to Regina Cannon. Cannon is currently the chief equity and impact officer at the Center
for Social Innovation, better known as C4. In that capacity, Cannon leads C4’s internal and
external equity and impact initiatives and directs the SPARC Initiative: Supporting Partnerships
for Anti-Racist Communities. She has previous experience in the fields of homelessness,
supportive housing, mental health and drug court programs, as well as restorative programs for
young adults engaged with the criminal justice system. Cannon received Masters’ degrees in
Counseling and Developmental Psychopathology from Florida State University and also served
as an Assistant Professor at Bennett College. Cannon’s full bio can be found here.
The Governing Committee and Implementation Board continue to meet monthly. The
Implementation Board meets every second Wednesday of the month from 2:00 to 4:00 PM. he
Governing Committee meets every third Thursday of the month from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM.
Background
The King County Regional Homelessness Authority (KCRHA), established by Interlocal
Agreement (ILA) between King County and the City of Seattle in December 2019, is focused on
homelessness crisis response and is charged with managing procurement for organizations that
provide services to people experiencing homelessness or about to experience homelessness.
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The Governing Committee of the KCRHA serves as the primary oversight body and is
responsible for evaluating and approving all plans for the Authority. The Implementation Board
is tasked with providing expertise to develop and inform strategic plans for the Authority.
For additional information on the KCRHA and its authority structure, please refer to the May 13,
2020 PIC Packet.
The CEO hiring process is coming to a close. For a high-level look, these are the six stages for
CEO interview and selection:
1. Implementation Board conducted first round of interviews with 5-8 candidates.
2. Implementation Board recommended the top 1-3 finalists for second round interviews
3. Lived Experience Coalition and SCA had meet and greets with the top 1-3 finalists
4. Implementation Board and Governing Committee will have an executive session for
second round interviews.
5. The Implementation Board will meet separately to decide on their recommendation.
6. The Governing Committee will confirm or deny the Implementation Board’s hiring
recommendation.
SCA held a Meet and Greet on January 26 with the CEO candidate finalists to hear from the
candidates in a casual setting. This was an opportunity for members to hear from the
candidates in a casual setting. Final interviews by both the Governing Committee and the
Implementation Board occurred on February 3.
At their meeting on February 4, following a unanimous recommendation by the
Implementation Board, the Governing Committee unanimously approved offering the CEO
position to Regina Cannon. Cannon is currently the chief equity and impact officer at the Center
for Social Innovation, better known as C4. In that capacity, Cannon leads C4’s internal and
external equity and impact initiatives and directs the SPARC Initiative: Supporting Partnerships
for Anti-Racist Communities. She has previous experience in the fields of homelessness,
supportive housing, mental health and drug court programs, as well as restorative programs for
young adults engaged with the criminal justice system. Cannon received Masters’ degrees in
Counseling and Developmental Psychopathology from Florida State University and also served
as an Assistant Professor at Bennett College. Cannon’s full bio can be found here.
Next Steps
For more information contact Alexis Mercedes Rinck, SCA Policy Analyst,
alexis@soundcities.org, (206) 495-5238
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Item 10:
Levies and Ballot Measures in King County
UPDATE
SCA Staff Contact
Brian Parry, Policy Director, brian@soundcities.org, (206) 499-4159
Update
This is a monthly item on the PIC agenda to share information on recent and upcoming local
levies and ballot measures in King County jurisdictions. Items identified as “potential future
ballot measures” are under consideration or reflect potential renewal of an existing levy but
have not been approved to be placed on the ballot and may not ultimately move forward.
Please send information on any upcoming measures affecting your city to SCA Policy Director
Brian Parry at brian@soundcities.org or 206-499-4159.
Potential Future Ballot Measures – SCA Cities (none reported)
.

Potential Future Ballot Measures – Other Jurisdictions and Special Purpose Districts
Year
Month
Jurisdiction
Measure
2021
August
King County
Best Starts for Kids renewal
2021
Northshore
Measure to consolidate the Northshore Fire
Fire
Department (serving Kenmore and Lake Forest Park)
Department & and Woodinville Fire and Rescue (serving the greater
Woodinville
Woodinville area).
Fire and
Rescue
2023
King County
Veterans, Seniors, and Human Services levy renewal
2024
King County
Automated Fingerprint Identification System levy
renewal
2025
King County
Parks levy renewal
2025
King County
EMS levy renewal
Best Starts for Kids
The Best Starts for Kids Levy was first approved by King County voters in November 2015 and
raises an average of $65 million per year to support services for King County families and
children, from prenatal care throughout childhood and young adulthood. The levy costs the
average King County property owner about $1 per week ($0.14 per $1,000 assessed property
value).
The Levy is set to expire December 31, 2021, and a levy development process has been initiated
by the county with the expectation that a measure to renew the levy will likely go to ballot
in August 2021.
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The levy renewal proposal transmitted by King County Executive Dow Constantine would
authorize an additional six-year property tax levy for collection beginning in 2022 at $0.19 per
$1,000 of assessed valuation (a 35% increase from the 2015 rate) with the 2022 levy amount
being the base for calculating annual increases of up to 3% in 2022 through 2026. In total, the
levy would raise approximately $811 million compared to the 2015 six-year levy that totaled
$440 million. The proposed levy would maintain and expand current Best Starts for Kids
programs that support pre-natal care through early adulthood. These programs include:
-

Home-based services for new parents
Programs that promote healthy development for youth
The Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative

The new funding from the increased rate would primarily go towards expanding access to
childcare with the intention to reduce the number of children under five who have no access to
affordable childcare by two thirds. In total, the proposal includes funding for 3,000 children
who currently have no access to childcare.
In total under the Executive’s proposal, 22.5% of revenues will continue funding the Youth and
Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative and provide new funding for affordable childcare. Of
the remaining revenues, 50% would support programs for children aged pre-natal through five;
37% would be directed to services for children, youth, and young adults aged five through 24;
8% would continue funding for Communities of Opportunity; and 5% would fund evaluation.
The levy ordinance proposal was transmitted to the King County Council and has been referred
to the Regional Policy Committee (RPC) for their consideration. RPC will be briefed on the
proposal at their February 10 meeting and revisit the ordinance for potential action in March
either at the regularly scheduled meeting on March 10 or a special meeting later in the month.
The Children and Youth Advisory Board will also be advising on the levy ordinance proposal’s
implementation plan component over the next couple of months.
Next Steps
Please share this information with your city and provide information on upcoming elections in
your city to SCA Policy Director Brian Parry at brian@soundcities.org or 206-499-4159.
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Item 11:
Potential Upcoming SCA Issues
UPDATE
SCA Staff Contact
Brian Parry, Policy Director, brian@soundcities.org, (206) 499-4159
Update
This is an ongoing, monthly PIC item noting issues that SCA members have asked to be
brought to the PIC.
Potential Issues
The following is a list of some of the major regional issues that are anticipated to be coming
forward in 2021 that will be discussed at SCA and at regional boards and committees:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Continuing to address COVID-19
Economic recovery
Sheriff’s Office reforms
Equity and inclusion
Metro service and long-range plans
Updates to the Countywide Planning Policies
Affordable housing and homelessness
Solid waste rate restructure and the future of recycling and disposal
Development of a Clean Water Plan
Emergency management coordination
VISION 2050 implementation

Webinar Recordings
Due to COVID-19 restrictions on in-person meetings, SCA has transitioned to hosting many
events and trainings virtually. Recordings of several previous SCA webinars can be found on the
SCA website. Recordings available include:
•
•
•
•

How Cities can Help Neighborhood Businesses Survive and Thrive in Phase 1 and Phase 2
(recorded June 15, 2020)
SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series, Session 1: How we got here – a panel discussion
with SCA members reflecting on history and personal experience (recorded July 10,
2020)
SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series, Session 2: From a Youth’s Perspective – A panel
discussion with Black and African American youth from SCA cities (recorded August 14,
2020)
SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series, Session 3: Communities of Opportunity (recorded
September 11, 2020)
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•
•
•

SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series, Session 4: Policing (recorded October 14, 2020)
SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series, Session 5: Challenges Faced by BIPOC Candidates
and Newly Elected Officials (recorded November 13, 2020)
SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series, Session 6: Washington Employers for Racial Equity
(recorded January 8, 2021)

Next Steps
SCA staff and Board would appreciate feedback from all our member cities on priorities, and on
ideas for how to engage during the public health crisis when meetings must be held virtually.
If you or your city has feedback, please contact SCA Policy Director Brian Parry,
brian@soundcities.org or 206-499-4159.
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