SCA Public Issues Committee
April 14, 2021 – 7:00 PM

Due to the COVID-19 health emergency and pursuant to the Governor’s Safe Start-Stay Healthy
Proclamation, the April 14, 2021 Public Issues Committee meeting will be held remotely.
Members of the public may view or listen to the meeting using the following methods:
From computer, tablet or smartphone:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89613959657?pwd=bjRqVU9RNzZISHU3YVhldVd2SHNvZz09
Passcode: 390118
Or dial in by phone: 1-253-215-8782 / Webinar ID: 896 1395 9657 / Passcode: 390118

AGENDA
1. Welcome and Roll Call – Christie Malchow, Sammamish, Chair

5 minutes

2. Public Comment – Christie Malchow, Sammamish, Chair

10 minutes

3. Approval of Minutes – March 10, 2021 Meeting
Page 5

5 minutes

4. Chair’s Report – Christie Malchow, Sammamish, Chair

5 minutes

5. Executive Director’s Report – Deanna Dawson, SCA Executive Director

10 minutes

6. Legislative Update
DISCUSSION
Page 11
Jackie Wheeler, SCA Policy Analyst

25 minutes

7. King County Rates and Fees
DISCUSSION
Page 22
Jackie Wheeler, SCA Policy Analyst

15 minutes

8. Unincorporated King County Fireworks Ban
DISCUSSION
Page 32
Brian Parry, SCA Policy Director

15 minutes

SCA PIC April 14, 2021
1

9. Best Starts for Kids Levy
UPDATE
Page 35
Alexis Mercedes Rinck, SCA Policy Analyst

10 minutes

10. King County Countywide Planning Policies
UPDATE
Page 41
Brian Parry, SCA Policy Director

10 minutes

11. Levies and Ballot Measures
UPDATE
Page 45
Brian Parry, SCA Policy Director

5 minutes

12. Upcoming Issues
UPDATE
Page 47
Brian Parry, SCA Policy Director

5 minutes

13. Information Items
a. King County Regional Homelessness Authority Update
14. Upcoming Events
15. SCA Board Meeting – Wednesday, April 21, 2021 – 10:00 AM to noon
b. Lunch with the SCA Board Series –Amy Ockerlander and Jan Molinaro– Friday, April 23, 2021 –
Noon to 1:00 PM
c. Meet the King County Council Series –Girmay Zahilay– Monday, April 26, 2021 – Noon to 1:00
PM
d. SCA Public Issues Committee Meeting – Wednesday, May 12, 2021 – 7:00 to 9:00 PM
e. SCA Board Meeting – Wednesday, May 19, 2021 – 10:00 AM to noon
f. Meet the King County Council Series –Pete von Reichbauer – Monday, May 24, 2021 – Noon to
1:00 PM
15. For the Good of the Order
16. Adjourn
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Sound Cities Association
Mission

To provide leadership through advocacy, education, mutual support and
networking to cities in King County as they act locally and
partner regionally to create livable vital communities.

Vision

Capitalizing on the diversity of our cities to lead policy change to make the
Puget Sound region the best in the world.

Values

SCA aspires to create an environment that fosters mutual support, respect, trust,
fairness and integrity for the greater good of the association and its membership.
SCA operates in a consistent, inclusive, and transparent manner that
respects the diversity of our members and encourages open discussion
and risk-taking.
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Commonly Used Acronyms
ADS Advisory Council
AFIS Advisory Committee
AWC
BOH
CYAB
DVI Task Force
EDDB
EMAC
EMS Advisory Task Force
ETP
GMPB
GMPC
GSP
IJT
JRC
K4C
KCD
KCDAC
KCFCD
KCFCDAC
KCPEC
LEOFF1 Disability Board
LHWMP
LHWMP MCC
MIDD
MKCC
MSWMAC
PIC
PSAP
PSCAA
PSCAAAC
PSERN
PSRC
RLSJC
RPC
RPEC
RTC
RWQC
SCA
SCAACG
SCATBd
SeaShore
SWAC
TPB

Advisory Council on Aging and Disability Services
Automated Fingerprint Identification System Advisory Committee
Association of Washington Cities
Board of Health
Children and Youth Advisory Board
Domestic Violence Initiative Regional Task Force
Central Puget Sound Economic Development District Board
Emergency Management Advisory Committee
Emergency Medical Services Levy Advisory Task Force
Eastside Transportation Partnership
PSRC Growth Management Policy Board
King County Growth Management Planning Council
Greater Seattle Partners
Interjurisdictional Team – staff support to the GMPC
Joint Recommendations Committee for Community Development Block Grants
King County-Cities Climate Collaboration
King Conservation District
King Conservation District Advisory Committee
King County Flood Control District
King County Flood Control District Advisory Committee
King County Project Evaluation Committee
Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters Plan 1 Disability Board
Local Hazardous Waste Management Program
Local Hazardous Waste Management Program Management Coordination
Committee
Mental Illness and Drug Dependency Oversight Committee
Metropolitan King County Council
Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee
Public Issues Committee
Public Safety Answering Points
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency Advisory Council
Puget Sound Emergency Radio Network
Puget Sound Regional Council
Regional Law Safety and Justice Committee
Regional Policy Committee
PSRC Regional Project Evaluation Committee
Regional Transit Committee
Regional Water Quality Committee
Sound Cities Association
South Central Action Area Caucus Group
South County Area Transportation Board
Seashore Transportation Forum
Solid Waste Advisory Committee
PSRC Transportation Policy Board
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SCA Public Issues Committee
DRAFT MINUTES
March 10, 2021 – 7:00 PM
TELEPHONIC
1. Welcome and Roll Call
PIC Chair Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow, Sammamish, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
29 cities had representation (Attachment A).
SCA Policy Director Brian Parry provided an overview of how the meeting would be facilitated
using Zoom Webinar. He noted that any discussion in the chat logs would be maintained for
public records purposes and included in the PIC minutes (Attachment B).
Guests present included:
Councilmember James Jeyaraj, Auburn (PIC alternate); Councilmember Rick Shaffer, Duvall (PIC
alternate); Councilmember Kristina Soltys, Covington (PIC alternate); Councilmember Barbara
de Michele, Issaquah (PIC alternate); Councilmember Vanessa Kritzer, Redmond (PIC alternate);
Councilmember Corina Pfeil, Kenmore (PIC alternate); Councilmember Ed Prince, Renton (PIC
alternate); Councilmember Susan Honda, Federal Way; Councilmember Ruth Perez, Renton;
Councilmember Wendy Weiker, Mercer Island; Sheila Capestany, King County staff; Diana Hart,
Woodinville staff; Kyle Moore, SeaTac staff; Kelsey Beck, Seattle staff; Tom Goff, King County
staff; Carrie Nass, Renton staff; Marcy Miller, King County staff; Doug Levy, Renton staff; Dean
Rohla, Clyde Hill staff; Jenny Huston, King County staff; Rebeccah Maskin, King County staff;
Erika Harris, PSRC staff; Karen Wolf, King County staff.
2. Public Comment
Chair Malchow asked if there was anyone in attendance who would like to provide public
comment. Hearing none, the public comment portion of the agenda was closed.
3. Approval of the January 13, 2021 PIC Minutes
Chair Malchow asked if there were any amendments to the February 10, 2021 PIC minutes.
Vice Chair Boyce, Kent, moved, seconded by Councilmember Kate Kruller, Tukwila, to
approve the February 10, 2021 minutes. There was no discussion. The motion passed
unanimously.
4. Chair’s Report
Chair Malchow asked PIC members to please be sure to RSVP for meetings in a timely manner.
She said that SCA leadership would be meeting with King County Executive Dow Constantine
the following day and encouraged members to contact her if they had any issues that should be
discussed.
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5. Executive Director’s Report
SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson reported on the 2021 legislative session and in
particular highlighted ongoing discussion of bills concerning emergency housing as well as
addressing the State v. Blake decision; new funds for cities in the Coronavirus Local Recovery
Fund; the status of the hiring of a CEO of the new Regional Homelessness Authority; and
upcoming SCA events and workshops. Dawson also noted for members that topics for future
PIC meetings are distributed two weeks prior to each PIC meeting to give members time to
discuss topics with their councils and staff. She also noted for attendees that only PIC voting
members are panelists during the virtual meetings, just as only voting members sit at the table
in in person meetings, to ensure that each city has equal ability to participate. If alternates or
city staff present have questions/comments, they can share those with their city’s voting
representative, who can in turn share with the group. Dawson welcomed the alternates and
guests present at the meeting, and thanked them for their attendance. Dawson noted that
several cities had appointed new councilmembers recently. She asked that PIC members share
the names and contact information of new appointees with SCA. She extended congratulations
to former PIC member Tom O’Dell, who was appointed to serve on the Sammamish City
Council.
6. Best Starts for Kids Levy
SCA Policy Analyst Alexis Mercedes Rinck introduced Sheila Capestany, King County Department
of Community and Human Services Division Director who oversees the Children, Youth and
Young Adult Division. Capestany presented to PIC on the Best Starts for Kids Levy renewal
proposal and performance of the existing levy, which is set to expire at the end of 2021
(Attachment C).
Councilmember Tola Marts, Issaquah, said the amount of the increase in the levy year-overyear from 2020 to 2021 was concerning and could hurt public support for the levy. He also
stressed the need for better data to show results of the levy supported programs.
Councilmember Janice Zahn, Bellevue, noted that there are bills under consideration in the
2021 state legislative session that could change the landscape of services and need and
encouraged collaboration between efforts.
Mayor Sue-Ann Hohimer, Normandy Park, asked for more information about client data
collection and community engagement.
Councilmember Kate Kruller, Tukwila, said that she shared concerns others expressed about the
size of the levy, but said that she is also very worried about the impact of the Coronavirus
pandemic on children and the need to address those concerns.
Councilmember Chance LaFleur, Enumclaw, asked what the county will do if the levy is not
adopted by voters at the August election. He said that he is a supporter of the goals of the BSK
levy and is concerned that residents are tax fatigued. Capestany answered that the decision on
next steps, should that occur, would be up to elected leaders to determine.
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Vice Chair Boyce, Kent, said that he shared concerns about the rate of increase proposed and
asked about the process for awarding funding to service providers. Capestany responded that
contracts are competitively bid and that contracts are terminated if an organization cannot
meet their service metrics.
7. Countywide Planning Policies
SCA Policy Director Brian Parry introduced Karen Wolf, Senior Policy Analyst with the King
County Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget; and Rebeccah Maskin, Demographic
Planner with the King County Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget. Wolf and Maskin
presented on the purpose of the Countywide Planning Policies and revisions being considered
in 2021 (Attachment D).
Councilmember Traci Buxton, Des Moines, asked about the impact of the new policies on
resources and whether staffing is available to do that work.
Councilmember Tola Marts, Issaquah, noted that the city has taken-on significant new growth
in recent years. He said he would like to see more data on the migration of people in and out
of, and around, the region.
Councilmember Michelle Hogg, Duvall, said that the biggest challenge to growth in her
community is the regional road network that connects to other communities and job centers.
8. Informational Items
Chair Malchow noted that there were three informational items in the meeting packet
concerning the 2021 Washington State legislative session; upcoming levies and ballot measures
in King County; and potential upcoming SCA issues.
9. Upcoming Events
Upcoming SCA events include:
a. SCA Workshop: Is Zoom Ruining Your Relationships? (Or at Least Your Meetings?) with
Ann Macfarlane and Jurassic Parliament – Friday, March 12, 2021 – Noon to 1:00 PM
b. SCA Board Meeting – Wednesday, March 17, 2021 – 10:00 AM to noon
c. Meet the King County Council Series –Joe McDermott– Monday, March 22, 2021 – Noon
to 1:00 PM
d. Lunch with the SCA Board Series –De’Sean Quinn and Jim Ferrell– Friday, March 26,2021
– Noon to 1:00 PM
e. SCA Public Issues Committee Meeting – Wednesday, April 14, 2021 – 7:00 to 9:00 PM
f. SCA Board Meeting – Wednesday, April 21, 2021 – 10:00 AM to noon
g. Meet the King County Council Series –Girmay Zahilay– Monday, April 26, 2021 – Noon to
1:00 PM
10. For the Good of the Order
Councilmember Erin Stout, Black Diamond, announced that she would be moving out of state
and therefore resigning from the city council and her position on PIC.
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Mayor Sean Kelly, Maple Valley, noted that March is women’s history month and recognized
the many women in city leadership in King County.
11. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM.
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City
Algona
Auburn
Beaux Arts Village
Bellevue
Black Diamond
Bothell
Burien
Carnation
Clyde Hill
Covington
Des Moines
Duvall
Enumclaw
Federal Way
Hunts Point
Issaquah
Kenmore
Kent
Kirkland
Lake Forest Park
Maple Valley
Medina
Mercer Island
Milton
Newcastle
Normandy Park
North Bend
Pacific
Redmond
Renton
Sammamish
SeaTac
Shoreline
Skykomish
Snoqualmie
Tukwila
Woodinville
Yarrow Point

Public Issues Committee Meeting
March 10, 2021
Representative
Alternate
Dave Hill
Nancy Backus
Athena Howes
Janice Zahn
Erin Stout
James McNeal
Krystal Marx
Dustin Green
Marianne Klaas
Joseph Cimaomo
Traci Buxton
Michelle Hogg
Chance LaFleur
Martin Moore
Joseph Sabey
Tola Marts
David Baker
Bill Boyce
Kelli Curtis
Tom French
Sean Kelly
Jennifer Garone
David Rosenbaum
Jim Gillespie
Linda Newing
Sue-Ann Hohimer
Ross Loudenback
Leanne Guier
Angela Birney
Armondo Pavone
Christie Malchow
Erin Sitterley
Chris Roberts
Henry Sladek
Katherine Ross
Kate Kruller
Gary Harris
Dicker Cahill

none
James Jeyaraj
Tom Stowe
Jeremy Barksdale
Tamie Deady
Tom Agnew
Nancy Tosta
Kim Lisk
Kim Muromoto
Kristina Soltys
none
Rick Shaffer

none
Lydia Assefa-Dawson
none
Barbara de Michele
Corina Pfeil
Toni Troutner
Toby Nixon
Lorri Bodi
Les Burberry
Jessica Rossman
Benson Wong
Shanna Styron Sherrell
Tony Ventrella
Ernest Thompson
Heather Koellen

none
Vanessa Kritzer
Ed Prince
Kent Treen
Pam Fernald
Will Hall
none
Matt Larson
Zak Idan
Rachel Best-Campbell
none

Cities present at the meeting are bolded. Voting representatives present are highlighted.
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SCA Public Issues Committee – March 10, 2021
Attachment B – Zoom Chat Log
19:13:52 From Traci Buxton, Des Moines to All panelists : Deanna, I would love that
information re the federal funding - thank you!
19:14:04 From Kate Kruller, Tukwila to All panelists : What happened to the first choice?
19:24:32 From Dustin Green, Carnation to All panelists : Is the presentation available online,
or can it be emailed out to the PIC?
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April 14, 2021
SCA PIC Meeting

Item 6:
2021 State Legislative Session
UPDATE
SCA Staff Contact
Jackie Wheeler, SCA Policy Analyst, jackie@soundcities.org, 206-495-3020
SCA Legislative Committee Members
Mayor Dana Ralph, Kent (Chair); Mayor Angela Birney, Redmond; Mayor Amy Ockerlander,
Duvall; Mayor Mary Lou Pauly, Issaquah; Councilmember Ed Prince, Renton; Deputy Mayor
Wendy Weiker, Mercer Island
Update
SCA has adopted a 2021 Legislative Agenda urging the Washington State Legislature to take
action on five priorities:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Promote Economic Recovery
Address the Fiscal Needs of Cities to Provide Local Services
Address Housing Instability
Invest in Transportation Infrastructure and Mobility
Address Law Enforcement Reform
Clarify the Open Public Meetings Act Regarding Remote Meetings

Throughout the legislative session, staff will be providing PIC with updates on bills being
considered by the Legislature that are related to each of these priorities. Additional
legislation impacting cities and flagged for importance by SCA members is also summarized
here.
Background
With the regularly scheduled 105-day legislative session ending April 25, the focus for the
remaining few weeks will be on floor action as both the House and the Senate consider and
pass bills off the floor by the April 11 opposite house cutoff date. If a bill was amended by the
opposite house, it must go back to the house of origin to decide whether it will concur with the
amendments, ask the opposite house to recede from the amendments, or ask for a conference
committee to meet to discuss the differences.
A list of bills that made it past the opposite house fiscal committee cutoff (April 2) can be
viewed here. As noted above, bills must pass out of the opposite house by April 11, just prior to
the April PIC meeting. Bills deemed necessary to implement the budget are not subject to these
cutoff dates.
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2021 Session Cutoff Calendar
January 11, 2021

First Day of Session

February 15, 2021

Last day to read in committee reports in house of origin, except House fiscal
committees and Senate Ways & Means and Transportation committees.

February 22, 2021

Last day to read in committee reports from House fiscal committees and
Senate Ways & Means and Transportation committees in house of origin.

March 9, 2021

Last day to consider (pass) bills in house of origin (5 p.m.).

March 26, 2021

Last day to read in committee reports from opposite house, except House
fiscal committees and Senate Ways & Means and Transportation committees.

April 2, 2021

Last day to read in opposite house committee reports from House fiscal
committees and Senate Ways & Means and Transportation committees.

April 11, 2021

Last day to consider (pass) opposite house bills (5 p.m.) (except initiatives and
alternatives to initiatives, budgets and matters necessary to implement
budgets, differences between the houses, and matters incident to the interim
and closing of the session).

April 25, 2021

Last day allowed for regular session under state constitution.

Budgets
Over the last few weeks, the House and the Senate released their biennial operating, capital,
and transportation budget proposals and passed them out of their respective chamber. Now,
budget leaders will come together and work out the differences and negotiate the final
budgets. The Association of Washington Cities (AWC) notes that many city priorities were
funded in the proposals, but some areas of the proposed budgets are more preferable than
others and some funding areas are inadequate. AWC released a budget matrix comparing the
different proposals and their impacts to cities.
State vs. Blake Legislative Response
On February 25, 2021, the Washington State Supreme Court ruled that RCW 69.50.4013, the
state law that made it made it a felony to possess controlled substances, even if the person had
no knowledge of the drug possession, was unconstitutional. In response to the court’s decision,
multiple legislative proposals have been introduced including those that would simply add
“knowingly” to the statute (HB 1560, SB 5468) and one that would grant authority to local
jurisdictions to enact laws and ordinances related to the possession of controlled substances
(HB 1562).
So far, only SB 5476 has received a public hearing and is scheduled for executive hearing on
April 10. SB 5476 would legalize personal use amounts of controlled substances by persons over
21 years of age along with a number of other provisions. Senator Manka Dhingra, the prime
sponsor of the bill, is still refining the details of the legislation but has indicated that she is
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committed to addressing a gap in the current language regarding 18-20 year olds and her intent
is to not have any prosecution in municipal courts for drug possession crimes.
SCA 2021 Legislative Priorities
At the recommendation of the SCA Legislative Committee and PIC, the SCA Board of Directors
adopted the SCA 2021 Legislative Agenda that reflects city priorities found in common across
SCA membership (Attachment A). In February and March, PIC members received updates on
key pieces of legislation relating to SCA’s legislative priorities and other bills flagged for
importance by members. Below are summaries of legislation related to the adopted SCA 2021
Legislative Agenda but does not imply SCA support or opposition for specific bills.
Promote Economic Recovery
On January 22, state legislators introduced COVID-19 relief legislation appropriates $2.2 billion
in federal funding to high-priority areas. Early in the session, legislators passed HB 1368 that
appropriates $2.2 billion in federal funding to high-priority areas. The bill was signed by the
Governor on February 19 and takes effect immediately.
Earlier in the session, the Legislature passed other economic recovery bills including those that
would exempt businesses from paying state taxes on COVID-19 aid (HB 1095), provide tax relief
from unemployment insurance (SB 5061), and temporarily waive certain liquor license fees (SB
5272).
Late in session, legislators introduced SB 5478 which allocates $500 million in targeted
unemployment insurance relief to specific industries impacted by COVID-19 layoffs, including
those in the retail, hospitality, and tourism industries. This bill would come on top of SB 5061
mentioned above, which prevented $1.7 billion in unemployment insurance tax increases due
to the pandemic.
Address the Fiscal Needs of Cities to Provide Local Services
The Association of Washington Cities’ (AWC) fiscal flexibility bill (HB 1069) would provide local
governments with greater short-term flexibility with existing revenue sources, such as the
Criminal Justice Sales Tax and Real Estate Excise Tax, to manage the economic impacts resulting
from the COVID-19 pandemic. HB 1069 was voted out of the Senate Committee on Housing and
Local Government and is waiting floor action in the Senate.
HB 1189 would authorize tax increment financing (TIF) as an option for local governments to
finance public infrastructure to spur economic development. On April 5, the bill passed out of
the Senate, 45-2-0-2, and must go back to the House for concurrence on the Senate changes
before it is sent to the Governor for his review and signature. SCA and many of our cities are
members of the TIF for Jobs Coalition that is urging the Legislature to authorize this important
economic development tool for cities.
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A bill that would modify the annual regular property tax revenue growth limit had its first
hearing in the House Committee on Finance on March 18 and needs committee action to
advance (HB 1362).
HB 1521 would restore funding to the streamlined sales tax (SST) mitigation program. A similar
bill was passed by the Legislature during the 2020 session but was ultimately vetoed by the
Governor to address the anticipated fiscal impacts of COVID-19. HB 1521 passed out of the
House in March and was recently voted out of the Senate with bipartisan support.
Address Housing Instability
A number of bills have been introduced in the 2021 Legislative Session related to housing. HB
1220 proposes updates to the housing goals of the Growth Management Act to include
planning for and accommodating affordable housing. There have been concerns with certain
provisions of the bill that would broadly preempt local zoning authority and a many SCA mayors
signed on to a letter addressed to Senate leaders expressing those concerns. AWC has been
working with bill sponsors on possible amendment language. The bill passed out of the Senate
Ways & Means Committee and is waiting floor action.
HB 1070, a “fix” to last session’s HB 1590, would expand the eligible uses for the sales and use
tax for affordable housing and supportive services, allowing the county to acquire units of
housing with funds in addition to the current authority to construct new units. HB 1070 passed
out of both the House (56-42) and Senate (36-13). If signed by the Governor, the bill will take
effect immediately.
Lawmakers are considering HB 1277 that would create an ongoing, dedicated rental assistance
fund supported by a $100 fee on certain recording documents. The bill passed out of the House
on a 57-40 vote and is waiting committee action in Senate Ways & Means.
SB 5160 proposes a requirement that landlords offer a repayment plan schedule to tenants for
unpaid rent accrued during the public health emergency, authorizes landlords to apply for
certain state rental assistance programs, and establishes a “right to counsel” for indigent
tenants paid for by the state. This bill passed out of the Senate 29-20 before moving to the
House where it has passed out of its respective committees as amended and is waiting floor
action.
Other bills related to affordable housing include one that would expand and extend the MultiFamily Tax Exemption (MFTE) program (SB 5287) and another that authorizes cities to create a
real estate excise tax (REET) density incentive zone within an urban growth area (HB 1157).
Invest in Transportation Infrastructure and Mobility
While the most recent economic forecast showed favorable improvements to the operating
and capital budgets, the impacts of COVID-19 continue to negatively impact transportation
revenue. On March 29, the Senate passed SB 5165, the 2021-23 Transportation Budget, on a
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unanimous vote and was later passed by the House, 87-11, on April 2 and goes back to the
Senate for final negotiations.
Senate Transportation Chair Steve Hobbs called the budget a “no frills” budget, relying on
approximately $1 billion from the federal American Rescue Plan Act to fill funding gaps. He
stated that more is needed than what is included the transportation budget and that a new
revenue package must be passed to address the state’s critical transportation and
infrastructure needs. Both Senator Hobbs and House Transportation Committee Chair Jake Fey
have released updates to their respective transportation revenue packages originally
introduced earlier in session.
Senator Hobbs released his updated “Forward Washington” proposal earlier this week including
a spending bill (SB 5482), revenue bill (SB 5483), and bond bill (SB 5481) and updated the
details on his proposal in the documents below:
• Balance Sheet
• Revenue Summary
• Forward Washington Project List
• Forward Washington Operating and Grant Program Investments
Representative Fey released his proposed new law spending plan called “Miles Ahead
Washington” on March 31 (HB 1564). Details on the proposal can be found in the documents
below:
• Spending bill
• Investment Package Spending Plan
• Project list
Address Law Enforcement Reform
As expected, a major topic of interest in the 2021 Legislative Session has been around public
safety and law enforcement reform. HB 1054 bans certain police tactics like chokeholds and
neck restraints and creates restrictions on other tactics such as tear gas, vehicular pursuits,
firing upon a moving vehicle, and using certain military equipment. The bill also requires the
Criminal Justice Training Commission (CJTC) to convene a workgroup and develop a model
policy for training and use of police canines. HB 1054 passed out of the Senate (27-22) on April
6 and now goes back to the House to consider the Senate amendments.
HB 1310 would establish a standard use of force, narrowing the acceptable uses of physical and
deadly force and requiring the use of de-escalation tactics before using physical force. The bill
passed out of the House (55-42) and is waiting floor action in the Senate, as amended.
SB 5051 would expand the grounds for officer decertification and would require the Criminal
Justice Training Commission (CJTC) to maintain a public database with records that include
reasons for an officer’s separation from a law enforcement agency and any decertification or
suspension actions pursued. The bill passed out of the House (54-43-0-1) and will go back to the
Senate to consider House amendments. SB 5259, which passed out of the House on April 6,
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would require law enforcement agencies to report instances of the use of force to a data
collection program once established.
Two bills that cities were following closely appear to have stalled in this session. HB 1203 would
have required local jurisdictions with a law enforcement agency that has at least 15 officers to
establish a community oversight board. HB 1202 would create a cause of action for a person
injured by an officer or any law enforcement officer who could have prevented the injury but
failed to act. Both bills failed to receive a House floor vote before the cutoff deadline.
Clarify the Open Public Meetings Act Regarding Remote Meetings
On January 22, the House unanimously approved HB 1056 that would allow local governments
to hold virtual public meetings following an emergency declaration by a local, state, or federal
government. The bill requires public agencies to post agendas online and provide an option for
the public to listen in real-time. The bill passed out of committee in the Senate and is waiting
floor action.
Summary on status of bills
The table below outlines the status of bills related to the 2021 SCA Legislative Agenda as well as
other legislation that cities have indicated interest in during the Legislative Session. As the next
cutoff is April 11, legislators are moving quickly to advance bills and the information below will
change. For the most current information on the status of bills, click the hyperlink attached to
each bill number below or search for the bill on the Washington State Legislature’s Bill
Information webpage.
Promote Economic Recovery
HB 1095
Exempt businesses from paying state taxes on
COVID-10 aid
HB 1368
COVID-19 relief - Appropriates $2.2 billion in
federal funding
SB 5061
Unemployment insurance tax relief

SB 5272

Temporarily waiving certain liquor license fees

SB 5478

Unemployment insurance relief for certain
employers

Address the Fiscal Needs of Cities to Provide Local Services
HB 1069
Fiscal flexibility with existing revenue sources

Passed - Signed by Governor –
effective date 2/19
Passed - Signed by Governor –
effective date 2/19
Passed – Signed by Governor –
effective date 2/8
Passed – Signed by Governor –
effective date 2/28
Passed out of Ways & Means
Committee; placed on second
reading by Rules (4/7)

Passed out of House, 56-42; Passed
out of Senate Housing & Local
Government (3/18); Placed on
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HB 1189

Authorizing tax increment financing for local
governments

HB 1362

Adjusting property tax cap

HB 1521

Provides mitigation to cities negatively
impacted by streamlined sales tax
Address Housing Instability
HB 1070
Modifying allowed uses of local tax revenue for
affordable housing and related services to
include the acquisition and construction of
affordable housing and facilities – “fix” to last
year’s 1590
HB 1128
Allows local jurisdictions to establish Housing
Benefit Districts
HB 1157
Authorizes cities to create a real estate excise
tax (REET) density incentive zone within an
urban growth area
HB 1220

HB 1277

SB 5139

SB 5160

Updates to the housing goals of the Growth
Management Act to include planning for and
accommodating affordable housing
restrict cities from prohibiting emergency
housing, permanent supportive housing, or
emergency shelters in multifamily, commercial,
mixed use, or form-based zones where shortterm rentals are allowed
Rental assistance fund; eviction prevention

prohibit rent increases for the first six months
following the expiration of the eviction
moratorium and places limitations on increases
to rent for an additional six months following
Creates a pathway back from eviction
moratorium including tenant protections and
access to financial assistance for landlords

second reading by Rules – needs
floor action (4/7)
Passed out of House, 64-33-0-1;
Passed out of Senate, 45-2-0-2 (4/5)
Referred to House Finance on 1/25;
held public hearing on 3/18
Passed out of House, 97-0-0-1;
Passed out of Senate, 44-5 (4/6)
Passed out of House, 56-42; Passed
out of Senate, 36-13 (3/30)

Passed out of Policy committee;
Referred to Finance (2/2)
Passed out of House, 94-4-0-1;
Referred to Senate Ways & Means –
scheduled for executive session 4/10
Passed out of House 57-39-0-2;
Passed out of Senate policy and
fiscal committees; Placed on second
reading by Rules (4/6)

Passed out of House, 57-40-0-1;
Referred to Senate Ways & Means –
scheduled for executive session 4/10
Did not pass out of Senate policy
committee

Passed out of Senate, 29-20; Passed
out of House policy and fiscal
committees; Placed on second
reading by Rules (4/5)

SCA PIC April 14, 2021
Item 6

17

SB 5235

SB 5287

Prohibits counties planning under the Growth
Management Act and cities within such
counties from prohibiting primarily renter
occupied housing units on the same lot as an
accessory dwelling unit, with exceptions.
Prohibits local governments from limiting the
number of unrelated persons occupying a
home, with exceptions.
Makes targeted expansions to the Multifamily
Tax Exemption (MFTE) program

Address Law Enforcement Reform
HB 1054
restrict certain police tactics like chokeholds,
tear gas, neck restraints, and use of no-knock
warrants, military equipment
HB 1202
Increases liability for cities by providing
additional cause of action to allow any person
injured by law enforcement to sue an officer
and their employing city
HB 1203
Requires establishment of community oversight
board
HB 1267

Creates Office of Independent Investigations for
deadly use of force incidents involving law
enforcement

HB 1310

Establishes a standard use of force, narrowing
the acceptable uses of physical and deadly force
and requiring the use of de-escalation tactics
before using physical force
Creates a database of officers fired for
misconduct and adds use of force violations as
grounds for decertification of an officer
Creates a duty to intervene if a law
enforcement officer witnesses misconduct by
another officer
Establishes reporting requirements for law
enforcement practices

SB 5051

SB 5066

SB 5259

Passed out of Senate, 43-6; Passed
out of House, 57-40-0-1 (4/7)

Passed out of Senate, 43-5-0-1;
Passed out of House committee;
Placed on second reading by Rules

Passed out of House, 54-43-0-1;
Passed out of Senate, 27-22 (4/6)
Passed out of policy and fiscal
committees; Placed on second
reading; Returned to Rules (3/10)
Passed out of Policy and fiscal
committees; Referred to rules (2/22)
Passed out of House, 57-39-0-2;
Passed out of Senate policy and
fiscal committees; Placed on second
reading by Rules (4/6)
Passed out of House, 55-42-0-1;
Passed out of Senate policy and
fiscal committees; Placed on second
reading by Rules (4/7)
Passed out of Senate, 26-19-1-3;
Passed out of House, 54-43-0-1 (4/7)
Passed out of Senate, 28-21; Passed
out of House, 71-27 (4/7)
Passed out of Senate, 46-2-1; Passed
out of House, 97-1 (4/6)

Clarify the Open Public Meetings Act Regarding Remote Meetings
SCA PIC April 14, 2021
Item 6

18

HB 1056

Other
HB 1053

HB 1058

HB 1084

OPMA – allows local governments to hold
virtual public meetings following emergency
declaration

Passed unanimously out of House;
Passed out of Senate policy
committee; Referred to Rules for
second reading (3/18)

Delaying implementation of restrictions on
single-use carryout bags

Passed out of policy committee;
referred to Rules (1/26) – Governor’s
proclamation includes a delay in the
bag ban
Referred to Finance Committee;
scheduled for executive session 2/17
but no action taken
Passed out of Policy Committee;
referred to House Appropriations –
no action taken during executive
session (2/22)
Passed out of House, 56-41-0-1;
Referred to Senate Transportation
Committee – scheduled for
executive session 4/2 but no action
taken
Passed out of House, 58-33-0-2;
Passed out of Senate policy and
fiscal committees; Referred to Rules
(4/2)
Passed out of policy and fiscal
committees; Placed on second
reading; Returned to Rules (3/10)
Passed out of House, 53-44-0-1;
Passed out of Senate policy and
fiscal committee; Placed on second
reading by Rules (4/7)
Passed out of policy committee;
referred to Ways and Means (1/28)
Passed out of Senate, 28-21; Passed
out of House policy and fiscal
committees; Placed on second
reading (4/7)

Authorizes jurisdictions to impose the local
sales and use tax for cultural access programs
by councilmanic authority
prohibit the use of natural gas in newlyconstructed homes and buildings

HB 1099

Addresses climate change in the GMA

HB 1117

Promotes salmon recovery in the Growth
Management Act (GMA)

HB 1156

Local option for even-year elections and ranked
choice voting

HB 1320

Modernizing, harmonizing, and improving the
efficacy and accessibility of laws concerning civil
protection orders.

SB 5006

Provides local voter approved sales tax for
parks
Expands access for affordable childcare and
early childhood development programs

SB 5237
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SB 5476

Addressing the State v. Blake decision.

Referred to Senate Ways & Means;
Scheduled for executive session
(4/10)

Next Steps
SCA staff will continue to monitor bills that address the SCA 2021 Legislative Agenda
throughout session. PIC members are also encouraged to notify staff of other bills that impact
may impact our member cities.
Questions or feedback can be provided to SCA Policy Analyst Jackie Wheeler,
jackie@soundcities.org, 206-495-3020.
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Sound Cities Association
2021 Legislative Agenda
Promote Economic Recovery
The COVID-19 public health crisis has had a devastating
economic impact on Washington’s businesses and
workforce. Additional investments will be necessary to
support the long-term economic recovery of
businesses. SCA urges the Legislature to:
 Provide tools and resources for local business
recovery, particularly the small business community
 Be cognizant of tax implications and do no harm to
businesses already hurt by the economic downturn
 Consider greater flexibility on business regulations
to encourage economic vitality

Address the Fiscal Needs of Cities to
Provide Local Services
The need for cities to continue providing basic core
services to residents remains essential despite the
substantial revenue loss and unanticipated
expenses brought by the COVID-19 pandemic. SCA
urges the Legislature to:
 Provide a fair portion of any future federal or state
COVID-19 relief funding directly to cities
 Ensure that state-shared revenue distributions
remain whole
 Provide greater flexibility with existing revenue
sources
 Replace the 1% cap on annual property tax
increases with a limit tied to inflation plus
population growth
 Ensure funding for Streamlined Sales Tax Mitigation
 Support local infrastructure and fully fund the
Public Works Assistance Account

Address Housing Instability
The state and cities must partner to preserve existing
and increase the supply of affordable housing as well as
address behavioral health needs and other root causes
of homelessness. SCA urges the Legislature to:
 Address the instability resulting from the economic
impacts of COVID-19, including rental, mortgage,
and utility assistance
 Provide local option tools and incentives to diversify
the housing supply that recognizes the diversity of
our communities

Invest in Transportation Infrastructure &
Mobility
The economic recovery and vitality of our state
demands that we invest in our existing transportation
infrastructure and prioritize new investments that
improve the mobility of people and goods. SCA urges
the Legislature to:
 Partner with cities to develop a comprehensive
transportation revenue package that provides new
resources and options for local governments to
address multimodal transportation and mobility
needs

Address Law Enforcement Reform
As cities are best positioned to understand the needs of
our individual communities and police departments,
SCA encourages the Legislature to partner with cities in
addressing law enforcement reform. SCA supports
thoughtful reforms that are timely, reasonable, and
effective while recognizing local decision-making
authority that ensures the needs of each community
with varying levels of resources are met. SCA urges the
Legislature to:
 Enact statewide law enforcement reform including:
 establish a statewide standard use of force,
 create database to track officers fired for
misconduct,
 expand grounds for decertification,
 require officer misconduct investigations,
 establish a duty to intervene when an
officer witnesses misconduct by an officer,
 require all officers receive regular mental
health support and mental health screening
for officers involved in fatal use of force.
 Provide state funding for any new statewide law
enforcement programs or mandates

Legislative Principles
SCA adopts the following guiding principles through which
all legislative proposals will be measured against:

 Advance racial equity and social justice
 Preserve local decision-making authority

Clarify the Open Public Meetings Act Regarding
Remote Meetings

 Do not eliminate the social safety net

SCA urges the Legislature to provide local governments
with greater flexibility to hold virtual meetings without
a physical location during an emergency.

 No unfunded mandates to cities

 Protect shared revenues
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Item 7:
Proposed King County Rates and Fees
DISCUSSION
SCA Staff Contact
Jackie Wheeler, SCA Policy Analyst, jackie@soundcities.org, 206-495-3020
SCA Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC) Members
Mayor Penny Sweet, Kirkland (Caucus Chair); Mayor Leanne Guier, Pacific; Mayor Benson
Wong, Mercer Island; Councilmember Conrad Lee, Bellevue; Councilmember Zandria Michaud,
Kent (alternate); Councilmember Chris Stearns, Auburn (alternate)
SCA Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) Members
Mayor Penny Sweet, Kirkland; Deputy Mayor Phillipa Kassover, Lake Forest Park
Discussion
King County is in the process of developing 2022 sewer rates and solid waste rates and fees
that would take effect January 1, 2022. The county is considering a range of options including
no rate increases for 2022 or more gradual, incremental rate increases that will allow for a
smoother rate path in future years.
During the 2021 rate development process last spring, SCA members expressed concerns
about the proposed increases that could raise costs passed on to cities, local utility providers,
and ratepayers already struggling with the economic hardships resulting from the COVID-19
pandemic.
In response to this concern, SCA adopted the following policy position regarding 2021 sewer
rate and solid waste fee increases:
The Sound Cities Association (SCA) urges King County and other entities to forego any
increase in rates and fees until and unless all other options are explored and
exhausted, in light of the COVID-19 public health emergency and the resulting
economic impacts.
As King County continues its 2022 rate development process, PIC should consider what, if
any, position SCA should take on 2022 rates.
Background
During the 2021 rate development process last spring, PIC members voiced concerns about the
proposed rate increases and the significant impact that would have on cities and ratepayers in
light of the COVID-19 pandemic. To address this concern, the SCA Board of Directors adopted
the following policy position:
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The Sound Cities Association (SCA) urges King County and other entities to forego any
increase in rates and fees until and unless all other options are explored and
exhausted, in light of the COVID-19 public health emergency and the resulting economic
impacts.
Despite recommendations from cities and the Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement
Advisory Committee (MWPAAC) to authorize a zero percent rate increase for 2021, the King
County Council ultimately adopted a 4.5% sewer rate increase that became effective January 1,
2021. However, council did approve forgoing a solid waste rate increase for 2021 following
feedback from stakeholders and changes to the Solid Waste Division’s economic and tonnage
forecast.
King County is in the process of developing 2022 sewer rates and solid waste fees that would
take effect January 1, 2022. To date, the county has considered a range of options including
proposals for no rate increases in 2022 and deferring increases to future years as well as
options for more gradual, incremental increases to mitigate the impacts on ratepayers in future
years.
2022 Sewer Rate Development
The King County Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) contracts with 17 cities and 17 sewer
districts to provide wholesale water treatment services to serve residential and commercial
customers. Local sewer utilities have long-term contracts with King County to provide this
service at a rate set by the county council. Under these contracts, the county council must set
rates by June 30 which will take effect the following January 1.
For the 2022 rate, WTD is recommending no rate increase, maintaining the monthly sewer rate
of $47.37. At the March Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee
(MWPAAC) meeting, WTD explained that the decision to defer a rate increase is in response to
the unprecedented economic challenges impacting our region due to the pandemic. However, a
number of rate drivers including investments towards critical asset management needs and to
address power reliability issues at West Point Treatment Plant will necessitate a 10.50%
percent increase in 2023, 2025, 2027, and 2029.
MWPAAC provided their recommendation on the rate proposal to the King County Executive in
a letter dated March 24 (Attachment A). In the letter, the committee recommends that the
Executive consider a more stable, predictable rate path with annualized rate proposals rather
than double-digit biennial rate increases.
The letter also outlined concerns regarding anticipated new regulatory requirements under
consideration by the Department of Ecology, asset management program options that range in
values up to $15 billion over the next 40 years, and the unknown costs for projects that will be
identified in the Clean Water Plan that is slated for transmittal to council in late 2021.
The City of Kirkland also submitted a letter to the King County Executive’s Office emphasizing
similar concerns (Attachment B). The letter supports MWPAAC’s rate recommendation and the
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transition to annualized rate proposals while emphasizing the need for updated rate
projections that include long-term forecasts earlier in the process and greater engagement with
the individual cities and sewer districts served by WTD during the rate-setting process.
The proposed 2022-2031 Sewer Rate Plan from WTD and MWPAAC is included in the tables
below. Additional information can be found in the WTD briefing materials from the March
MWPAAC meeting. SCA representatives to the Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC)
were also briefed on the rate proposal at their April 7 meeting. The SCA caucus to RWQC voiced
support for a smooth rate plan that mitigates impacts to rate-payers rather than double-digit
rate increases.
The Executive is expected to transmit his rate proposal on April 15, 2021 and must be adopted
by the King County Council by June 30, 2021.

2022 Solid Waste Fee Development
King County’s solid waste system is supported by a variety of fees primarily based on the type
of material being disposed, with the primary source of revenue being the per ton tipping fee or
tonnage fee. The fees set by King County for receiving solid waste at its transfer stations and
handling that waste are passed on to haulers, who are generally contracted with cities to
provide collection and disposal service.
The King County Solid Waste Division (SWD) has presented a range of rate options to both the
Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) and the Metropolitan Solid Waste Management
Advisory Committee (MSWMAC), including an option for no rate increase for 2022. SWD
presented a number of potentials cuts to services and investments that would be necessary if a
rate increase is deferred for another year in order to buy down the significant rate increases in
the future. However, members of both MSWMAC and SWAC did not support these proposed
service reductions and did not feel they were in the best interest of cities or residents. Instead,
committee members voiced support for one of the more moderate rate increase options that
would ensure a smoother rate path in future years so long as there is relief for low-income
customers and service levels are preserved.
At the April SWAC and MSWMAC meeting, SWD will present the recommendation they will
transmit to the King County Executive based on this feedback. SWD is recommending a smooth
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rate path that will raise the current per-ton disposal rate by 9.4% for 2022, translating to an
additional $0.71 on the average monthly bill for curbside customers.
In addition to the solid waste fee, other fees under consideration for the disposal of other
materials include a proposal to increase the yard waste recycling fee from the current cost of
$75 per ton/$12 minimum to $100 per ton/$16 minimum fee and a new $30 mattress fee and
to more accurately reflect SWD costs.
SWD is expected to send their recommendation to the Executive in early May for his
consideration before transmitting his final proposal to the King County Council in June for
adoption in September 2021.
Next Steps
At the April PIC meeting, members will discuss what, if any, policy position SCA should adopt for
2021 regarding the 2022 rates and fees. PIC members previously discussed not holding a May
meeting. If no May PIC meeting is held, any position on rates and fees would have to be
adopted by emergency action at the April meeting to be timely.
To take effect January 1, 2022, the county’s sewer rate must be adopted by the King County
Council by June 30 of each year, pursuant to contracts with participating utilities and the solid
waste rate proposal must be approved by September 30.
Comments or questions can be shared with SCA Policy Analyst Jackie Wheeler,
jackie@soundcities.org, 206-495-3020.
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Metropolitan Water Pollution
Abatement Advisory Committee

King Street Center, 201 S Jackson St, MS: KSC-NR-5504, Seattle, WA 98104
206-477-4435
MEMBERS:
Alderwood Water and Wastewater
District
City of Algona
City of Auburn
City of Bellevue

March 24, 2021
The Honorable Dow Constantine
County Executive, King County
401 Fifth Avenue
Seattle, WA 98104

City of Black Diamond
City of Bothell
City of Brier
City of Carnation
Cedar River Water and Sewer District
Coal Creek Utility District
Cross Valley Water District
Highlands Sewer District
City of Issaquah
City of Kent
City of Kirkland
City of Lake Forest Park
Lakehaven Water and Sewer District
City of Mercer Island
Midway Sewer District
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
Northeast Sammamish Sewer and Water
District
Northshore Utility District
Olympic View Water and Sewer District
City of Pacific
City of Redmond
City of Renton
Ronald Wastewater District
Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer
District
City of Seattle
Skyway Water and Sewer District
Soos Creek Water and Sewer District
Southwest Suburban Sewer District
City of Tukwila
Valley View Sewer District
Vashon Sewer District
Woodinville Water District

SUBJECT: Wastewater Treatment Division 2022 Rate Recommendation
Dear Executive Constantine:
The Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee
(MWPAAC) is proposing to build a more stable bridge to our costly and
uncertain future. Recognizing that double digit biennial rate increases likely
await our agencies, we are requesting to transition to annualized rate
proposals, starting in 2022. According to Appendix E of the Rate Proposal,
this would translate to a 4.0 percent increase in 2022. While we are still
seeing reduced revenues as a result of the pandemic, recent months have
allowed us to envision a post-COVID future. In this future, a more stable,
predictable rate path will help each of our agencies offer more affordable
services to our customers. In order to begin funding the needed
improvements identified in the Asset Management Program, MWPAAC
would support a 4 percent rate increase in 2022 coupled with annual rate
increases going forward.
MWPAAC would like to express appreciation to the Wastewater Treatment
Division (WTD) for its presentation of the Rate Setting Process that
occurred over a five-month period in the late summer and fall of 2020. This
series of presentations provided more transparency on the rate setting
process than had been discussed in recent years, allowing member agencies
a look into the methods used by WTD to develop rates. We request that this
continue and expand in scope and detail.
MWPAAC also recognizes WTD’s response to its request for additional
information on the Clean Water Plan. Due to the scope (and upcoming
effects on rates), members requested a “deeper dive” into the drivers of the
plan. WTD responded by forming a technical advisory group which allowed
participants an improved view of how WTD is proposing to prioritize
system improvements. This is still a work in progress, however, more
consistent, substantive review and input is desired, as well as engagement of
third-party experts to improve the technical review.
WTD has also responded to MWPAAC requests for more information on its
asset management program. While there remains a huge number of
unknowns related to asset management and the relationship to proposed
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The Honorable Dow Constantine
March 24, 2021
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capital investments, it is currently a topic being discussed regularly, as it should be. MWPAAC
requests that this transparency continues and grows, as asset management is expected to be a
large driver of rate proposals over the next decade or longer.
MWPAAC recognizes the extraordinary nature of the times in which we are operating. In
addition to the COVID pandemic, the region continues to experience rapid population growth
which has caused an acceleration in the need for system improvements. The upcoming nutrient
limitations in wastewater effluent present a new and mostly unknown challenge to wastewater
treatment systems across the state (WTD has estimated costs in excess of $6 billion to comply
with the permit). Finally, asset management costs continue to spiral and represent a larger and
larger portion of needed future rate proposals. These issues, and others, are of concern to
member agencies and MWPAAC is requesting further information or changes in the way we do
business with WTD, as detailed below:
Request for Annual Rate Proposals
Given the double-digit rate increases projected, MWPAAC members request WTD move to
annual rate proposals instead of biennially. This would assist agencies in avoiding rate spikes
from double-digit treatment rate increases, which are difficult for rate payers and utilities to
manage. Agencies are trying to thread the needle of balancing short-term realities such as
COVID, affordability, and stable rate paths and the proposed double-digit rate increases “crowdout” or make it more difficult for local agencies to raise their own rates, which cover the costs of
operating and maintaining the collection system on which WTD relies for treatment.
Long Term Capital Project Cost Projections
WTD has many large expenses in its future, totaling billions of dollars. Member agencies are
actively planning 20+ years into the future and are stymied and frustrated by lack of information
for their largest rate driver, treatment expense. We understand there are many unknowns at this
time, but enough is known to assess and provide high level impacts. This could be accomplished
by providing a range of rates projections. We cannot afford to operate in a vacuum, but instead
request that WTD create transparency and enrich the necessary conversation about our region’s
future.
•

For example, at the March 3, 2021, Regional Water Quality Committee meeting, future
Asset Management program options were discussed, ranging in values up to $15 billion
over the next 40 years. This volume of work implies Asset Management program costs
could be significantly higher than what was communicated in the 2022 rate projections.

•

Additionally, MWPAAC members have been learning about the potential upcoming
impact of the “nutrients” issue on treatment rates. Although we recognize there is a lack
of clarity about important specifics of state nutrient regulation, WTD should be able to
provide a preliminary estimate of upcoming rule changes on rates.

•

Another area of concern for member agencies is the ongoing update to WTD’s
comprehensive services plan (Clean Water Plan). While MWPAAC members support
updating the plan, the completion of the planning work may identify many more costly
capital project needs. These potential costs further emphasize the need for careful review
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and input by member utilities. Additionally, by providing MWPAAC preliminary cost
estimates now, member agencies would be able to plan for the effects on rates of the
projects identified in the Clean Water Plan.
•

Finally, the 2022 rate projections shifted 90 percent of the County’s CSO program to the
next decade (2030-40). It is a huge assumption to presume the regulator will modify their
consent decree, allowing WTD to push out all their CSO commitments by at least another
10 years. MWPAAC is not aware of any changes made by regulators at this time and
requests WTD publish two rate paths, one where the Environmental Protection Agency
and Washington State Department of Ecology require more CSO investment in the
current decade, and another one where they’re able to shift costs out. This action also
raises the question of how large the rate increases will be in the 2030-2040 window. We
are concerned the strategy of trying to defer CSO investments will lead to a huge balloon
increase in rates in the next decade as the County may need to fund CSO, nutrient, and
asset management investments at the same time.

The County’s presentations have shown that investment requirements over the next several
decades will be multiple billions of dollars. As noted earlier, the scale of investment and rate
impact on our customers continues to confirm the need for third party review of the County’s
Clean Water Plan. Member agencies cannot constructively engage with WTD without the full
picture of expenses, timing, and rate impacts.
Timing of Rate Proposals
A repeating theme: MWPAAC must again object to the timing of the information we receive
related to rate adjustments. For over a decade, MWPAAC has voiced its discontent with the
condensed time it has for review and comment on the rates. The time frame has, in-fact, been
shortened by one month since we raised concerns over the rate setting calendar. Member
agencies are committed to partnering with the County as the region moves through a period of
intense construction and expense. This partnership is challenged by inadequate time for review,
analysis, and feedback, particularly by policy makers, many of which may meet only two times
per month, or less. MWPAAC requests WTD provide updated rate projections as well as a range
of long-term projections earlier in the rate development cycle. MWPAAC members should have
at minimum one full month to allow local elected officials time for review and input, to develop
substantive understanding of the rate path, and prepare a formal response to those proposals that
all members can support. We understand final rate paths are not complete until March, but rate
development does not happen spontaneously. We request the most currently available rate paths
be presented at the February Rates & Finance Subcommittee meeting.
Other Areas of Concern
•

WTD presentations indicated that the 2022 rate projections were being responsive to the
King County Executive's priorities including the Clean Water Healthy Habitat
priority. However, information on the $9 billion, decade-long Clean Water Healthy
Habitat priority has not yet been shared. Due to the lack of information MWPAAC is
unclear about its scope, the nexus to wastewater programs, and wastewater costs and rate
impacts. MWPAAC should have had the time and information to be able to provide
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•

•

comment. There is a concern that if such costs are imbedded in future revenue streams
they will be considered a "given" in future rate and budget discussions.
Debt continues to add to the stress on rates. The wastewater system has historically relied
on highly leveraging debt to pay for capital programs. While policies were changed in
2017 to require 40 percent cash funding for projects, WTD staff recently noted that even
at 40 percent cash funding this amount "is less than the annual system value loss.” In
other words, the total amount of debt will increase as the capital programs grow as
expected. This debt service will continue to be a strain on revenue requirements and
affordability into the foreseeable future. MWPAAC requests more information on how
WTD will recover costs of deprecation through rates, which should be the primary source
of system replacement revenues.
MWPAAC members need reliable construction time schedules for future regional
conveyance system improvements so that they can make informed decisions about their
own capital and operating needs. We request that the WTD establish a defined appeals
process to review any changes in prioritization so that the impacts on local agencies can
be considered.

MWPAAC and its member agencies appreciate the annual opportunity to communicate our
concerns and your consideration of them. We look forward to continuing a relationship of
collaboration as we all strive to provide efficient and cost-effective wastewater collection and
treatment for a rapidly growing region.
Sincerely,

Pamela Carter
MWPAAC Chair
cc:

MWPAAC Members
Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)
Mark Isaacson, Division Director, Wastewater Treatment Division, DNRP
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April 5, 2021
The Honorable Dow Constantine
County Executive, King County
401 Fifth Avenue
Seattle, WA 98104
SUBJECT: Wastewater Treatment Division 2022 Rate Recommendation
Dear Executive Constantine:
The King County Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) has many large expenses in its future,
totaling billions of dollars. The City of Kirkland is actively planning 20 years into the future and
we have a good understanding of what our capital needs will be. We are stymied and frustrated
by lack of information for our customer's largest wastewater rate driver, treatment expense. We
understand there are many unknowns at this time, but enough is known to assess and provide
high level impacts. We cannot afford to operate in a vacuum. We request that WTD create
transparency and enrich the necessary conversation about our region's future. A list of
concerns driving our customer's rates include:
•

Asset Management program options ranging in values up to $15 billion over the next 40
years, with the potential for costs to be significantly higher than what was
communicated in the 2022 rate projections.

•

The impact of the Department of Ecology (State) Nutrient Removal General Permit
(nutrients) on treatment rates. Although we recognize there is a lack of clarity about
important specifics of State nutrient regulation, WTD should be able to provide a
preliminary estimate of upcoming rule changes on rates and include them in outward
looking rate projections.

•

The update to WTD's comprehensive services plan (Clean Water Plan) will likely identify
many more costly capital project needs. These potential costs further emphasize the
need for careful review and input by WTD's component agencies. By providing
preliminary cost estimates now we would be able to plan for the effects on rates.
The 2022 rate projections shifted 90 percent of the County's CSO program to the next
decade (2030-40). This coupled with the unknows of nutrients alone has the potential to
dramatically affect our customer's pocket books and it is a huge assumption to presume
the regulator will modify their consent decree, allowing WTD to push out all their CSO
commitments by another 10 years.
Lack of clarity regarding the King County Executive's priorities including Clean Water
Healthy Habitat and how the $9 billion, decade-long initiative relates to wastewater and
how it impacts treatment rates. We deserve an opportunity to be informed and to
comment.

123 Fifth Avenue• Kirkland, Washington 98033-6189 • 425.587.3000 • www.kirklandwa.gov
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•

Debt continues to add to the stress on rates. While policies were changed in 2017 to
require 40 percent cash funding for projects, WTD staff recently noted even at 40
percent cash funding this amount "is less than the annual system value loss." We
request more information on how WTD will recover costs of deprecation through rates,
which should be the primary source of system replacement revenues.

This long list of rate drivers nearly eliminates any ability for us to consider rate increases for our
own capitol and operational needs. The County must take bigger steps to partner with us and
our neighboring agencies for better education and decision making. The issues ahead of us
cannot be tackled by one agency alone. We would like to suggest steps for the County to take
to increase our communication and partnership:
•

WTD provide updated rate projections as well as a range of long-term projections earlier
in the rate development cycle. MWPAAC members should have at minimum one full
month to allow local elected officials time for review and input.

•

Transition to annualized rate proposals, including a 4% increase in 2022 as illustrated in
Appendix E of the Rate Proposal.

•

WTD staff attend a Council or Board meeting of each component agency during the rate
proposal process with enough time for each agency to ask questions and respond if
desired. The Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC) and Metropolitan Water
Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (MWPAAC) are good opportunities for WTD to
communicate with components but regional support and progress could be strengthened
to levels previously unseen in King County with this extra effort

We would also like to say we support MWPAAC's rate recommendation letter and thank you for
considering our additional input. We look forward to building a stronger relationship with WTD
while building an environmental and consumer focused treatment system.
Sincerely,
CITY OF KIRKLAND

Mayor
cc:

Kirkland City Council
Kurt Triplett, City Manager, City of Kirkland
Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)
Mark Isaacson, Division Director, Wastewater Treatment Division, DNRP

SCA PIC April 14, 2021 Attachment 7.B

31

April 14, 2021
SCA PIC Meeting

Item 8:
Unincorporated King County Fireworks Ban
DISCUSSION
Staff Contact
Brian Parry, Policy Director, 206-499-4159, brian@soundcities.org
Discussion
The King County Council is considering legislation that would prohibit the sale and use of all
forms of fireworks in unincorporated King County. Violations of the prohibition would mirror
current state law and county code, and be considered a gross misdemeanor carrying a fine of
up to $250. Per state law, if the ban is adopted it would not take effect until one year
following adoption. The proposed ordinance was voted out of county council committee on
March 17 and will be considered for final adoption on April 27, 2021.
The proposed legislation will not impact what is allowed within city boundaries, however, it
will have an overall impact on the availability of fireworks in the region and in the vicinity of
some cities. It would also further restrict the areas where fireworks may be legally used,
which could lead to a concentration of use in those cities where fireworks are still allowed.
PIC members are encouraged to provide any feedback on the proposed ban at the April PIC
meeting and that feedback will be shared with members of the King County Council.
Background
The King County Council is considering Proposed Ordinance 2021-0057, which would prohibit
the retail sale and discharge of consumer fireworks in unincorporated areas of King County and
establish new processes for permitting public displays of fireworks.
Washington State law allows for the retail sale of fireworks from June 28 through July 4, and
December 27 through December 31. Discharge of fireworks is restricted to June 28 through July
4, and December 31 through January 1 of each year. Cities and counties are authorized under
state law to adopt regulations that are stricter, with the caveat that any such regulations
cannot take effect until one year after adoption. King County code currently allows sale and use
of fireworks consistent with state law.
Effects of Ordinance 2021-0057
• Sale and use of consumer fireworks in unincorporated areas of King County would be
forbidden with the exception of public displays, which may be permitted through the
Fire Marshal’s Office on any property for up to two dates per year;
• The prohibition would apply to all fireworks, including sparklers and other “safe and
sane” fireworks;
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•
•

Violations of the fireworks regulations would remain the same as current law: a
misdemeanor with a maximum fine of $250;
Enforcement would be delayed for one year while the King County Executive conducts a
study on how to provide unarmed, non-police enforcement of fireworks regulations.

The proposed ordinance was passed out of committee on March 17 by a vote of 5-4.
Councilmembers McDermott, Balducci, Kohl-Welles, Upthegrove, and Zahilay voted in favor;
Councilmembers Dembowski, Dunn, Lambert, and von Reichbauer voted against.
A proposed amendment that would have the sale and use of ground-based fireworks, sparklers,
or similar products was discussed but not adopted. Other amendment proposals that have
been considered to date include removing criminal penalties for violations in favor of civil
penalties only; limiting the prohibition to urban unincorporated areas; and delaying
implementation until such time as agreements can be reached with local tribes and cities that
prohibits the sale of fireworks to individuals who live in unincorporated King County.
Enforcement of the new regulations is expected to be “complaint driven,” rather than actively
monitored and enforced by county personnel.
Any fireworks regulations adopted by the county council will apply only to unincorporated
areas of King County. Many cities in King County have already placed bans on the sale and use
of fireworks. For reference, the following cities allow or partially allow the sale and use of
fireworks according to county council staff research:
Auburn (ground and handheld only)
Black Diamond
Bothell
Enumclaw
Hunts Point
Mercer Island

Normandy Park
North Bend
Pacific (ground and handheld only)
Skykomish
Snoqualmie (ground and handheld only)

The proposed legislation was first introduced by King County Councilmember Joe McDermott in
February. McDermott cited two recent home fires caused by fireworks, one of which led to the
death of a 70-year old man in White Center, as well as the costs associated with responding to
fires caused by fireworks. Among the criticisms raised about the proposed legislation are
concerns about enforcement both in terms of feasibility and the potential to lead to more
youth being drawn into the criminal justice system; impacts to local service organizations who
rely on fireworks sales for fundraising; questions about its effectiveness in the face of remaining
availability of fireworks on tribal lands, including many that are not allowed elsewhere under
current state law; and the different levels of public support for retaining or banning firework
sales and use as evidenced by recent ballot measures concerning the issue.
While the proposed legislation will not impact what is allowed within cities, it will have an
overall impact on the availability of fireworks in the region and in the vicinity of some cities. It
would also further restrict the areas where fireworks may be legally used, which could lead to a
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concentration of use in those cities where fireworks are still allowed. If the proposed ban
results in fewer fire response calls, it could potentially impact fire service costs in districts that
have cities and unincorporated areas within their boundaries. SCA has not previously taken a
policy position concerning fireworks in unincorporated areas.
Next Steps
The proposed ordinance was voted out of county council committee on March 17 and will be
considered for final adoption on April 27, 2021. Per state law, any changes to fireworks
regulations would not take effect until one year following adoption. For more information,
contact SCA Policy Director Brian Parry at brian@soundcities.org or 206-499-4159.
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Item 9:
Best Starts for Kids Levy Renewal
UPDATE
SCA Staff Contact
Alexis Mercedes Rinck, alexis@soundcities.org
SCA Members of the King County Regional Policy Committee
Mayor Angela Birney, Redmond; Mayor Nancy Backus, Auburn; Mayor Dave Hill,
Algona; Councilmember John Stokes, Bellevue; Mayor Armondo Pavone, Renton (alternate);
Councilmember James McNeal, Bothell (alternate)
SCA Members of the Children and Youth Advisory Board
Councilmember Robyn Mulenga, Auburn; Councilmember Ariana Sherlock, Newcastle
Update
On March 26, the King County Regional Policy Committee (RPC) held a special meeting to take
up action on the Best Starts for Kids Levy ordinance. During this meeting, the RPC adopted
several amendments, and voted in favor with a do-pass recommendation. At the proposed levy
rate of 19-cents per $1,000 of assessed value, the levy would fund over $870 million in services
for King County families and children over the next six years.
The adopted amendments make the following changes to the ordinance as briefed to PIC in
February and March:
- Establish capital investments in recreation and community facilities housing, childcare,
and early learning facilities as an allowed use of BSK funds and allocates up to $50
million for this purpose.
- Require an implementation plan ensure that residents throughout King County and in
any city can access levy-funded services regardless of whether similar services are
already provided by their city or in their community.
- Allocate of an additional $5 million in the levy (to a total of $240 million) to youth and
family homelessness prevention, childcare subsidy program, childcare workforce
demonstration project, and technical assistance capacity building. The amendment also
earmarks $1 million per year for capacity building grants to assist with development of
infrastructure in geographic locations lacking services or service infrastructure.
- Require an annual report on levy expenditures, services provided, and the number of
individuals receiving levy-funded services. These data would be reported by zip code
and by service type or program.
- Re-insert language relating to mental health services within the list of eligible
expenditures.
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A proposed amendment that would have reduced the levy rate such that total projected
collections equal what was anticipated when the levy was first transmitted by the executive
(approx. $811 million over six years) was not adopted.
On April 7, the Committee of the Whole (COW) took up the levy ordinance. No amendments
were made to what was approved by RPC and the committee voted to move the ordinance out
of committee 8-0 with one excused member (von Reichbauer). The levy ordinance now goes to
the full King County Council for final action on April 20. The levy ordinance must be submitted
to King County elections in early May to appear on the August ballot.
Background
The Best Starts for Kids Levy was first approved by King County voters in November 2015 and
raises an average of $65 million per year to support services for King County families and
children, from prenatal care throughout childhood and young adulthood. The Levy is set to
expire December 31, 2021, and the renewal proposal is proposed for the August 2021 ballot.
The levy renewal proposal would authorize an additional six-year property tax levy for
collection beginning in 2022 at 19-cents per $1,000 of assessed valuation (a 35% increase from
the initial 2015 rate of 14-cents per $1,000) with the 2022 levy amount being the base for
calculating annual increases of up to 3% in 2022 through 2026.
The King County Office of Economic and Financial Analysis’ most recent draft economic forecast
for countywide assessed values has been revised upward since the measure was first
introduced. As a result, the total projected levy amount that would be collected at the
proposed rate of 19-cents per $1,000 of assessed value is increased by $62 million (from $811
million to $872 million).
Existing vs. Proposed Levy Rate and Proceeds
2015 Levy Rate
2021 Levy Rate
2022 Proposed
Levy Rate
14-cents per
$1000

11.6-cents per
$1,000

19-cents per
$1,000

Projected 20162021 Levy
Proceeds
$404 million

Projected 20222027 Levy
Proceeds
$872 million

The proposed levy would maintain and expand current Best Starts for Kids programs that
support pre-natal care through early adulthood. These programs include:
-

Home-based services for new parents
Programs that promote healthy development for youth
The Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative

The new funding from the increased rate would primarily go towards expanding access to
childcare with the intention to reduce the number of children under five who have no access to
affordable childcare by two thirds. In total, the proposal includes funding for 3,000 children
who currently have no access to childcare.
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In total under the Executive’s proposal, 22.5% of revenues will continue funding the Youth and
Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative and provide new funding for affordable childcare. Of
the remaining revenues, 50% would support programs for children aged pre-natal through five;
37% would be directed to services for children, youth, and young adults aged five through 24;
8% would continue funding for Communities of Opportunity; and 5% would fund evaluation.
The Children and Youth Advisory Board will also be advising on the levy ordinance proposal’s
implementation plan component over the next couple of months.
Update – Children and Youth Advisory Board & Regional Policy Committee
As mentioned above, the revised OEFA revenue forecast projects that the total levy amount
that would be collected at the proposed rate of 19-cents per $1,000 of assessed value increased
by $62 million (from $811 million to $872 million).
With the unforeseen increase in available revenue, an amendment was initially proposed by
Councilmember Dembowski and Councilmember McNeal to the levy ordinance which would
target these funds for capital projects.
The Children and Youth Advisory Board (CYAB), a designated advisory body overseeing BSK
funding and advising on policy related to children, youth, and young adults, called a special
meeting to weigh-in on this proposal. Ultimately, they voted to send a letter to the Regional
Policy Committee highlighting their concerns using BSK dollars for capital projects, urging RPC
members to focus on funding services, but also asserting that if spending for capital projects
was added to prioritize capital improvements to existing facilities. To see the letter from the
CYAB to RPC Attachment A.
The initial amendment on capital projects was modified considering this feedback from the
CYAB and other stakeholders. The revised amendment concerning capital projects garnered
two additional sponsors; Councilmember Zahilay and Councilmember Balducci. The
amendment also now includes housing as an eligible capital project which is responsive to
proposals heard at PIC to add funding for affordable housing construction to the BSK levy.
At the special March meeting of the Regional Policy Committee, several amendments were
considered. Below is a summary of all amendments considered:
Adopted Amendments
Capital Grants - Sponsors: McNeal, Dembowski, Zahilay, Balducci
Establishes capital investments in recreation and community facilities, housing, childcare, and
early learning facilities as an allowed use of BSK funds and allocates up to $50 million for this
purpose.
Eligibility - Sponsor: Herbold
Would require that the implementation plan ensure that residents throughout King County and
in any city can access levy-funded services regardless of whether similar services are already
provided by their city or in their community.
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Remaining Proceeds - Sponsor: Dembowski
Would allocate an additional $5 million in the levy (to a total of $240 million) to youth and
family homelessness prevention, childcare subsidy program, childcare workforce
demonstration project, and technical assistance capacity building. The amendment also
earmarks $1 million per year for capacity building grants to assist with development of
infrastructure in geographic locations lacking services or service infrastructure.
Annual Reporting - Sponsor: Birney
Requires an annual report on levy expenditures, services provided, and the number of
individuals receiving levy-funded services. These data would be reported by zip code and by
service type or program.
Mental Health - Sponsor: Backus
Re-inserts language relating to mental health services within the list of eligible expenditures.
Proposed Amendments that were Not Adopted
Levy Rate - Sponsor: Backus
Would reduce the levy rate from 19-cents per $1,000 of assessed value to $17.6-cents. The
total levy proceeds at 17.6-cents are projected to equal what was anticipated when the levy
was first transmitted by the executive (approx. $811 million over six years).
Junior Taxing Districts - Sponsor: Lambert
Would require BSK proceeds to be used to mitigate pro-rationing of any junior taxing districts to
the extent pro-rationing is caused by the levy. The proposed levy currently includes prorationing mitigation for metropolitan park districts, fire districts, and hospital districts. The
amendment would broaden eligibility to other junior taxing districts.
Next Steps
The levy ordinance now goes to the full King County Council for final action on April 20. The levy
ordinance must be submitted to King County elections in early May to appear on the August
ballot.
For more information, please contact either SCA Policy Director Brian Parry at
brian@soundcities.org or SCA Policy Analyst Alexis Mercedes Rinck at alexis@soundcities.org.
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To:
Regional Policy Committee
From: Hikma Sherka and Jessica Werner, CYAB Co-Chairs
King County Children and Youth Advisory Board (CYAB)
Re:
Best Starts for Kids Renewal, Amendments
Date: March 24, 2021
Dear Members of the Regional Policy Committee:
We are writing in strong support of the Best Starts for Kids Levy Renewal, as submitted by Executive
Constantine. The ordinance was informed by our communities over the past 6 years and investments
are beginning to show results. The investments made to date by Best Starts for Kids, and the additional
recommended investments that were vetted and elevated after considerable community input should
be made as recommended.
The Children and Youth Advisory Board met on March 23rd and discussed at length the proposed
amendments to the Best Starts for Kids Levy Ordinance. We considered many factors and determined
that we are not in support of dedicating $50 Million to capital projects as proposed at this time. We
believe strongly in the investments in Best Starts for Kids and request the funding stay focused on
services and operations rather than stretching into capital.
As we continue to weather the dual pandemics of racism and Covid-19, our Black and Brown
communities in particular, deserve investment in the programs and services that can support wellbeing
and the vision for our young people to be happy, healthy, safe and thriving. We know that the need for
connection, mentorship, social and emotional support and other positive activities that BSK strategies
invest in will be critical for our young people to come out of the pandemic with resilience. We also know
that there are many spaces and places that could possibly be repurposed as businesses continue
working remotely.
Our equity statement has guided our work since 2015, stating that:
Equity is an ardent journey toward well-being as defined by the affected. Equity demands sacrifice and
redistribution of power and resources in order to break systems of oppression, heal continuing wounds,
and realize justice. To achieve equity and social justice, we must first root out deeply entrenched systems
of racism. Equity proactively builds strong foundations of agency, is vigilant for unintended
consequences, and boldly aspires to be restorative. Equity is disruptive and uncomfortable and not
voluntary. Equity is fundamental to the community we want to build.
We are concerned that the amendment proposing capital was not in alignment with our equity
statement, in that it did not come directly from those most impacted by inequities, and that we perceive
potential unintended consequences of shifting to capital investments with this funding stream.
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However, we also recognize that there are capital needs in King County, and should an amendment
move forward through the RPC to support facilities and capital needs, we strongly recommend:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assurance that capital expenditures would benefit youth and communities of color;
Assurance that these public dollars would allow for long-term access to free/very low cost
programming that is provided in the buildings;
Facility spaces that can be multiuse and intergenerational;
Investing in capital repairs, maintenance, upgrades rather than entirely new buildings;
Investing in rural communities with lack of transportation and lack of spaces;
Exploration of covered outdoor spaces;
Not tying up a specific amount of money in capital projects as projections may change.

We believe the BSK strategies are transformational and the right ones to make progress for our kids.
While we know there are innumerable needs in the county, there are no other revenue sources that are
as nationally recognized and transformational for our community, and we need to focus resources
where it will make the biggest difference.
We thank you for your service and for your support for Best Starts for Kids Renewal. We look forward to
seeing the levy on the ballot this summer.

The King County Children and Youth Advisory Board
March 24, 2021
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Item 10:
Countywide Planning Policies
UPDATE
SCA Staff Contact
Brian Parry, SCA Policy Director, brian@soundcities.org, (206) 499-4159
SCA Members of the King County Growth Management Planning Council
Mayor Leanne Guier, Pacific; Mayor Matt Larson, Snoqualmie; Councilmember Thomas
McLeod, Tukwila; Councilmember Satwinder Kaur, Kent; Councilmember Pam Stuart,
Sammamish; Councilmember Chris Reh, Issaquah; Councilmember Syd Dawson, Maple Valley
(alternate); Councilmember Salim Nice, Mercer Island (alternate); Councilmember Debra
Srebnik, Kenmore (alternate); Councilmember Ryan McIrvin, Renton (alternate)
Discussion
The King County Countywide Planning Policies (CPP’s) are a series of policies that address
growth management issues in King County. The CPP’s are proposed to be updated in 2021 to
align with the recently approved update to VISION 2050 and in preparation for updates to
county and city comprehensive plans due to be completed by the end of June 2024. The
current CPP’s have not been substantively updated since 2012.
PIC held a workshop in March to learn about the proposed changes to the CPP’s. Examples of
the proposed changes include new requirements for cities related to planning for and
monitoring affordable housing supply; new policies related to planning for health and equity
outcomes in housing, land use, transportation, the environment, and the economy; a greater
emphasis to climate change; and incorporating changes to state law and the regional plan for
growth, VISION 2050. The revised CPP’s will also include updated employment and growth
targets that are foundational to the zoning and land use assumptions in comprehensive
plans.
On March 31, the King County Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC) approved the
release of Draft 2021 King County Countywide Planning Policies for public review and
comment. The comment period closes on May 5, 2021.
Background
The King County Countywide Planning Policies (CPP’s) are a series of policies that address
growth management issues in King County. The purpose of the CPP’s is to provide a consistent
vision and planning framework for each jurisdiction in King County as they develop their own
individual comprehensive plans.
The CPPs set direction for issues that extend beyond boundaries of a single jurisdiction and
serve as the framework for local comprehensive plans and development regulations. They serve
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to ensure that the comprehensive plans of King County and each city work together toward a
common regional direction and are one part of a cascading set of regulations that govern how
the Puget Sound region, and other populous areas of Washington State, plan for growth. The
CPPs offer an opportunity to enforce consistency, concurrency, and accountability in affordable
housing plans and regulations across the county.
Local comprehensive plans are due to be updated by the end of June 2024 and are required to
plan for anticipated growth over the next 20-year period. Over that time, King County is
expected to grow by more than 700,000 new people and over 500,000 more jobs.

The King County Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC) is the countywide planning
body responsible for recommending updates to the CPP’s. The GMPC includes representation
from SCA, King County, Seattle, Bellevue, special purpose districts, and the Port of Seattle. CPP
changes recommended by the GMPC must be approved by the County Council and then ratified
by at least 30 percent of cities and towns representing at least 70 percent of the total county
population. Upon ratification, the CPP’s become binding on the County and its 39 cities and
provide direction on elements that must be included in local comprehensive plans.
Proposed Changes
The CPP’s are divided into six chapters: Environment, Development Patterns, Housing,
Economy, Transportation, and Public Facilities and Services. Staff working groups from cities,
the county, and other regional stakeholders drafted proposed policy updates to each chapter
that were provided to the King County Growth Management Planning Council on January 27.
The Draft 2021 Countywide Planning Policies were approved for release for public comment by
the GMPC at its meeting on March 31.
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The proposed updates to the CPP’s include new requirements for jurisdictions associated with
planning for and monitoring affordable housing supply; add new emphasis to planning for
health and equity outcomes in housing, land use, transportation, environmental, and economic
policies; provide greater emphasis to climate change; and incorporate changes to state law and
the regional plan for growth, VISION 2050.
The CPP’s will also include the employment and growth targets that are foundational to the
zoning and land use assumptions in comprehensive plans. Under the Washington State Growth
Management Act, the state Office of Financial Management (OFM) develops population
projections for the state and each county. In the Puget Sound Region, VISION 2050 as ratified
by Puget Sound Regional Council member jurisdictions, defines roles for different types of
places in accommodating the region’s growth, which inform target setting processes at the
local level. Ultimately, counties are mandated to determine, in consultation with cities, where
that growth should be directed to occur. Once these growth projections are adopted, then the
county and cities are to use them in their comprehensive planning processes and make sure
that their plans can accommodate the projected level of growth (RCW 36.70A.115). City and
county staff are currently engaged in a technical review of potential growth targets and
capacity with a goal of having draft targets available in March.
Among the most significantly revised sections of policy concerns affordable housing planning,
preservation, and monitoring. Despite local and regional efforts to address the shortage of
affordable housing, the challenge has only continued to grow in recent years. The GMPC tasked
the Affordable Housing Committee, which includes SCA representation, with recommending
policy changes to address the issue.
As recommended by the Affordable Housing Council, the proposed housing policy updates are
intended to reflect the region’s commitment to addressing the 2018 findings of the Regional
Affordable Housing Task Force. Key findings include:
•
•

Dramatic housing price increases between 2012 and 2017 resulted in an estimated
156,000 extremely low-, very low-, and low-income households spending more than 30
percent of their income on housing (housing cost burdened); and
Black, Hispanic, Indigenous, and extremely low-income households are among those
most disproportionately impacted by housing cost burden.

Building on the Task Force’s work, the proposed housing chapter revisions would establish a
countywide need for affordable housing defined as the additional housing units needed in King
County by 2044 so that no household earning at or below 80 percent of Area Median Income is
housing cost burdened. While the need is expressed in countywide terms, housing affordability
varies significantly across jurisdictions. In addressing housing needs, less affordable jurisdictions
will need to take significant action to increase affordability across all income levels while more
affordable jurisdictions will need to take significant action to preserve affordability.
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The proposed policies guide jurisdictions through a four-step process:
1. Conduct a housing inventory and analysis;
2. Implement policies and strategies to equitably meet housing needs;
3. Measure results and provide accountability; and
4. Adjust strategies to meet housing needs.
In reviewing the proposed housing chapter amendments some SCA cities expressed the need
for more discussion concerning new expectations in the proposals concerning data analysis,
planning, and monitoring, and the cost and feasibility of doing this work. SCA cities are
encouraged to review all of the proposed policies within your own city’s planning context and
resources and provide feedback that can be shared with the Growth Management Planning
Council as they review the recommendations. In addition, SCA is working with King County staff
to convene a working group of city planning directors to review these sections and clarify
expectations and address concerns about implementation, including resource constraints.
Next Steps
The public comment period for the draft CPP’s closes on May 5, 2021. The GMPC is scheduled
to review any public comment at a meeting on May 26. The GMPC is scheduled to take action
to recommend the CPP changes to the County Council at a meeting on June 23. Changes to the
CPP’s recommended by the GMPC must be approved by the County Council and then ratified by
at least 30 percent of cities and towns representing at least 70 percent of the total county
population. Upon ratification, the CPP’s become binding on the County and its 39 cities and
provide direction on elements that must be included in local comprehensive plans.
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Item 11:
Levies and Ballot Measures in King County
UPDATE
SCA Staff Contact
Brian Parry, Policy Director, brian@soundcities.org, (206) 499-4159
Update
This is a monthly item on the PIC agenda to share information on recent and upcoming local
levies and ballot measures in King County jurisdictions. Items identified as “potential future
ballot measures” are under consideration or reflect potential renewal of an existing levy but
have not been approved to be placed on the ballot and may not ultimately move forward.
The next special election will occur on April 27, 2021. The next opportunity to place measures
on the ballot is the August 3 primary election. The deadline for filing a resolution placing a
measure on the ballot in August is May 14.
Please send information on any upcoming measures affecting your city to SCA Policy Director
Brian Parry at brian@soundcities.org or 206-499-4159.
Future Ballot Measures – SCA Cities
2021
April
Shoreline

General Obligation Bonds for Parks and Recreation
Improvements

Future Ballot Measures – Other Jurisdictions and Special Purpose Districts
2021
April
Shoreline Fire
Fire Benefit Charge Reauthorization
Department
2021
April
Northshore
Measure to consolidate the Northshore Fire
Fire
Department (serving Kenmore and Lake Forest Park)
Department & and Woodinville Fire and Rescue (serving the greater
Woodinville
Woodinville area).
Fire and
Rescue
Potential Future Ballot Measures – Other Jurisdictions and Special Purpose Districts
Year
Month
Jurisdiction
Measure
2021
August
King County
Best Starts for Kids renewal
2022
King County
Levy lid lift
Library System
2023
King County
Veterans, Seniors, and Human Services levy renewal
2024
King County
Automated Fingerprint Identification System levy
renewal
2025
King County
Parks levy renewal
2025
King County
EMS levy renewal
.
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Next Steps
Please share this information with your city and provide information on upcoming elections in
your city to SCA Policy Director Brian Parry at brian@soundcities.org or 206-499-4159.
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Item 12:
Potential Upcoming SCA Issues
UPDATE
SCA Staff Contact
Brian Parry, Policy Director, brian@soundcities.org, (206) 499-4159
Update
This is an ongoing, monthly PIC item noting issues that SCA members have asked to be
brought to the PIC.
Potential Issues
The following is a list of some of the major regional issues that are anticipated to be coming
forward in 2021 that will be discussed at SCA and at regional boards and committees:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Continuing to address COVID-19
Economic recovery
Sheriff’s Office reforms
Equity and inclusion
Metro service and long-range plans
Updates to the Countywide Planning Policies
Affordable housing and homelessness
Solid waste rate restructure and the future of recycling and disposal
Development of a Clean Water Plan
Emergency management coordination
VISION 2050 implementation

Webinar Recordings
Due to COVID-19 restrictions on in-person meetings, SCA has transitioned to hosting many
events and trainings virtually. Recordings of several previous SCA webinars can be found on the
SCA website. Recordings available include:
•
•
•
•
•

SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series, Session 6: Washington Employers for Racial Equity
(recorded January 8, 2021)
SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series, Session 5: Challenges Faced by BIPOC Candidates
and Newly Elected Officials (recorded November 13, 2020)
SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series, Session 4: Policing (recorded October 14, 2020)
SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series, Session 3: Communities of Opportunity (recorded
September 11, 2020)
SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series, Session 2: From a Youth’s Perspective – A panel
discussion with Black and African American youth from SCA cities (recorded August 14,
2020)
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•
•

SCA Racial Equity and Justice Series, Session 1: How we got here – a panel discussion
with SCA members reflecting on history and personal experience (recorded July 10,
2020)
How Cities can Help Neighborhood Businesses Survive and Thrive in Phase 1 and Phase 2
(recorded June 15, 2020)

Next Steps
SCA staff and Board would appreciate feedback from all our member cities on priorities, and on
ideas for how to engage during the public health crisis when meetings must be held virtually.
If you or your city has feedback, please contact SCA Policy Director Brian Parry,
brian@soundcities.org or 206-499-4159.
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Item 13a:
King County Regional Homelessness Authority
INFORMATION ITEM
SCA Staff Contact
Alexis Mercedes Rinck, SCA Policy Analyst, alexis@soundcities.org
SCA Members of the King County Regional Homelessness Authority Governing Committee
Mayor Nancy Backus, Auburn; Mayor Angela Birney, Redmond; Councilmember Ed Prince,
Renton
SCA Members of the King County Regional Homelessness Authority Implementation Board
Dr. Damien Pattenaude, Superintendent of Renton School District; Nate Caminos, Director of
Government Relations at the Port of Seattle
Update
On March 18, the KCRHA Governing Committee voted to confirm hiring of Marc Dones as the
inaugural CEO of the King County Regional Homelessness Authority.
As the Founder and Executive Director of the National Innovation Service (NIS), Marc oversaw
day-to-day operations and strategy for policy, community engagement and design, as well as
operations and business development. Prior to launching NIS, Marc held various roles in social
impact, specializing in policy, program design, and continuous improvement. As CEO, Dones will
lead the consolidation and implementation of programs, services, and budgets for the response
to homelessness countywide.
The Governing Committee and Implementation Board continue to meet regularly. The
Implementation Board meets every second Wednesday of the month from 2:00 to 4:00 PM.
The Governing Committee meets the third Thursday of every other month from 10:00 AM to
12:00 PM.
Background
The King County Regional Homelessness Authority (KCRHA), established by Interlocal
Agreement (ILA) between King County and the City of Seattle in December 2019, is focused on
homelessness crisis response and is charged with managing procurement for organizations that
provide services to people experiencing homelessness or about to experience homelessness.
The Governing Committee of the KCRHA serves as the primary oversight body and is
responsible for evaluating and approving all plans for the Authority. The Implementation Board
is tasked with providing expertise to develop and inform strategic plans for the Authority.
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For additional information on the KCRHA and its authority structure, please refer to the May 13,
2020 PIC Packet.
SCA held a Meet and Greet on January 26 with the CEO candidate finalists to hear from the
candidates in a casual setting. Final interviews by both the Governing Committee and the
Implementation Board occurred on February 3. On March 10, the Implementation Board met
and voted to recommend Marc Dones for the CEO position. Following this, the Governing
Committee voted to confirm hiring of Marc Dones on March 18 as the inaugural CEO of the
Regional Homelessness Authority.
As the Founder and Executive Director of the National Innovation Service (NIS), Marc oversaw
day-to-day operations and strategy for policy, community engagement and design, as well as
operations and business development. Prior to launching NIS, Marc held various roles in social
impact, specializing in policy, program design, and continuous improvement. This includes
leadership roles at Future Laboratories and the Center for Social Innovation (C4). At C4, they
developed and launched the SPARC (Supporting Partnerships for Anti-Racist Communities)
Initiative, engaging 8+ jurisdictions, 20+ agencies, and the U.S. government in efforts to
transform the national conversation about housing to include a focus on racism and racial
justice. They also served in various roles at the state-level, including working on the design and
implementation of Governor Deval Patrick’s $10M/year youth violence reduction program in 11
cities across the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. As CEO, Dones will lead the consolidation
and implementation of programs, services, and budgets for the response to homelessness
countywide.
Marc is beginning to hire initial start-up positions at the KCRHA with five pre-approved roles
now accepting applications, and five more soon-to-be approved positions pending approval
from the Implementation Board and Governing Committee at their April meetings.
Next Steps
For more information contact Alexis Mercedes Rinck, SCA Policy Analyst,
alexis@soundcities.org, (206) 495-5238
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