SCA Public Issues Committee
September 8, 2021 – 7:00 PM

Pursuant to the Governor’s Proclamation 20-28.15 , the September 8, 2021 Public Issues Committee
(PIC) meeting will be held virtually.
Members of the public may view or listen to the meeting using the following methods:
From computer, tablet or smartphone:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87183404912?pwd=NVpJcWdNRWtEcU1XRlF2clhlcE9kZz09
Or dial in by phone: 1-253-215-8782 / 871 8340 4912 / Passcode: 338580

AGENDA
1. Welcome and Roll Call – Christie Malchow, Sammamish, Chair

5 minutes

2. Public Comment – Christie Malchow, Sammamish, Chair

10 minutes

3. Approval of Minutes – July 14, 2021 Meeting
Page 5

5 minutes

4. Chair’s Report – Christie Malchow, Sammamish, Chair

5 minutes

5. Executive Director’s Report – Deanna Dawson, SCA Executive
Director

10 minutes

6. Member Roundtable
DISCUSSION
Page 15
Deanna Dawson, SCA Executive Director
7. Metro Plan Updates and SCA Guiding Principles
POTENTIAL ACTION
Page 16
Brian Parry, SCA Policy Director
8. Ecology Nutrient General Permit
UPDATE
Page 19
Brian Parry, SCA Policy Director
9. 2022 Regional Board and Committee Appointments
DISCUSSION
Page 21
Deanna Dawson, SCA Executive Director
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20 minutes

20 minutes

5 minutes

30 minutes
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10. Levies and Ballot Measures
UPDATE
Page 27
Brian Parry, SCA Policy Director

5 minutes

11. Upcoming Issues
UPDATE
Page 29
Brian Parry, SCA Policy Director

5 minutes

12. Informational Items
a. SCA Equity Initiatives Inventory
13. Upcoming Events
a. SCA Board Meeting – Wednesday, September 15, 2021 – 10:00 AM to Noon
b. Lunch with the SCA Board Series – Christie Malchow and Mary Lou Pauly – Friday,
September 17, 2021 – Noon to 1:00 PM
c. Meet the King County Council – Rob Dembowski – Monday, September 27, 2021 – 10:00 AM to
Noon
d. SCA Public Issues Committee Meeting – Wednesday, October 13, 2021 – 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM
14. For the Good of the Order
15. Adjourn
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Sound Cities Association
Mission

To provide leadership through advocacy, education, mutual support and
networking to cities in King County as they act locally and
partner regionally to create livable vital communities.

Vision

Capitalizing on the diversity of our cities to lead policy change to make the
Puget Sound region the best in the world.

Values

SCA aspires to create an environment that fosters mutual support, respect, trust,
fairness and integrity for the greater good of the association and its membership.
SCA operates in a consistent, inclusive, and transparent manner that
respects the diversity of our members and encourages open discussion
and risk-taking.
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Commonly Used Acronyms
ADS Advisory Council
AFIS Advisory Committee
AWC
BOH
CYAB
DVI Task Force
EDDB
EMAC
EMS Advisory Task Force
ETP
GMPB
GMPC
GSP
IJT
JRC
K4C
KCD
KCDAC
KCFCD
KCFCDAC
KCPEC
LEOFF1 Disability Board
LHWMP
LHWMP MCC
MIDD
MKCC
MSWMAC
PIC
PSAP
PSCAA
PSCAAAC
PSERN
PSRC
RLSJC
RPC
RPEC
RTC
RWQC
SCA
SCAACG
SCATBd
SeaShore
SWAC
TPB

Advisory Council on Aging and Disability Services
Automated Fingerprint Identification System Advisory Committee
Association of Washington Cities
Board of Health
Children and Youth Advisory Board
Domestic Violence Initiative Regional Task Force
Central Puget Sound Economic Development District Board
Emergency Management Advisory Committee
Emergency Medical Services Levy Advisory Task Force
Eastside Transportation Partnership
PSRC Growth Management Policy Board
King County Growth Management Planning Council
Greater Seattle Partners
Interjurisdictional Team – staff support to the GMPC
Joint Recommendations Committee for Community Development Block Grants
King County-Cities Climate Collaboration
King Conservation District
King Conservation District Advisory Committee
King County Flood Control District
King County Flood Control District Advisory Committee
King County Project Evaluation Committee
Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters Plan 1 Disability Board
Local Hazardous Waste Management Program
Local Hazardous Waste Management Program Management Coordination
Committee
Mental Illness and Drug Dependency Oversight Committee
Metropolitan King County Council
Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee
Public Issues Committee
Public Safety Answering Points
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency Advisory Council
Puget Sound Emergency Radio Network
Puget Sound Regional Council
Regional Law Safety and Justice Committee
Regional Policy Committee
PSRC Regional Project Evaluation Committee
Regional Transit Committee
Regional Water Quality Committee
Sound Cities Association
South Central Action Area Caucus Group
South County Area Transportation Board
Seashore Transportation Forum
Solid Waste Advisory Committee
PSRC Transportation Policy Board
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SCA Public Issues Committee
DRAFT MINUTES
July 14, 2021 – 7:00 PM
TELEPHONIC

1. Welcome and Roll Call
PIC Chair Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow, Sammamish, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
30 cities had representation ( Attachment A ).
SCA Policy Director Brian Parry provided an overview of how the meeting would be facilitated
using Zoom Webinar. He noted that any discussion in the chat logs would be maintained for
public records purposes and included in the PIC minutes ( Attachment B ).
Guests present included:
Councilmember Lydia Assefa-Dawson, Federal Way (PIC Alternate); Councilmember Barbara de
Michele, Issaquah (PIC Alternate); Councilmember Corina Pfeil, Kenmore (PIC Alternate);
Councilmember Earnest Thompson, Normandy Park (PIC Alternate); Councilmember Kent
Treen, Sammamish (PIC Alternate); Councilmember Vanessa Kritzer, Redmond (PIC Alternate);
Council President Susan Honda, Federal Way; Councilmember Jennifer Robertson, Bellevue;
Lacey Jane Wolfe, Bellevue staff; Diane Hart, Woodinville staff; Doug Levy, Renton consultant;
Lauren Craig, King County staff; Jenny Huston, King County staff; Joy Carpine-Cazzanti, King
County staff; Tom Goff, King County staff; Olivia Robinson, King County staff;
Sharman Herrin, King County staff; Kelsey Beck, City of Seattle staff; John Sheller, King County
Library System
2. Public Comment
Chair Malchow asked if there was anyone in attendance who would like to provide public
comment. John Sheller, Government Relations Manager for the King County Library System
provided public comment that as of July 14, 2021, all community libraries are fully reopened.
He thanked PIC members and their communities for supporting the King County Library System.
Sheller asked that a letter expressing his comments be included in the PIC minutes
( Attachment C ).
Chair Malchow asked if there was any further public comment. Hearing none, the public
comment portion of the agenda was closed.
3. Approval of the June 9, 2021 PIC Minutes
Chair Malchow asked if there were any amendments to the June 9, 2021 PIC minutes. Vice
Chair Bill Boyce, Kent, moved, seconded by Councilmember Martin Moore, Federal Way, to
approve the June 9, 2021 minutes. There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously.
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4. Chair’s Report
Chair Malchow reported that PIC members previously discussed canceling the August meeting
and would need to adopt a motion to formally cancel the meeting if that was the committee’s
intent. Malchow also reminded members that PIC will be seeking nominees to fill the PIC vice
chair position for 2022. She encouraged interested PIC members to reach out to SCA Executive
Director Deanna Dawson for more information.
Mayor Angela Birney, Redmond, moved, seconded by Mayor Sean Kelly, Maple Valley, to
cancel the August PIC meeting. There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously.
5. Executive Director’s Report
SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson provided a report. She thanked everyone who was able
to attend the most recent SCA Networking Event and said that SCA is exploring options to shift
networking events to in-person but would likely continue hosting workshops and trainings
virtually for the time being because they have been so well attended in that format. SCA is
planning several trainings for July, including a presentation on SCA member city equity
initiatives on July 23; a presentation on King County redistricting on July 26; and, a workshop
with Amazon on their new housing equity fund on July 30. SCA is also planning a workshop with
Microsoft on their affordable housing work and have received suggestions to host future
workshops on new requirements from HB 1220, which was adopted during the 2021 state
legislative session, as well as on community courts. She encouraged PIC members to reach out
to staff with any additional suggestions.
Dawson reported the Implementation Board of the King County Regional Homelessness
Authority met on July 14 and the Governing Committee would be meeting on July 15. The
Staffing plan for the Authority was on the agenda for both meetings. SCA Governing Committee
Members are working to ensure that subregional planning is appropriately staffed in the
organization. The staffing plan org chart was amended as a result of feedback from SCA
Governing Committee members. The Implementation Board unanimously approved the staffing
plan on July 14 and the Governing Committee was expected to act on July 15.
Dawson said that King County has announced plans to purchase several additional hotels as
part of its Health Through Housing Initiative. Locations of the additional hotels purchased
include Queen Anne and North Seattle, Renton, and Redmond. Other purchases are being
actively considered by the county.
6. Metro Plan Updates and Guiding Principles
SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson reported King County Metro is currently working to
update their three major transit policy documents: the Strategic Plan for Public Transportation,
Service Guidelines, and the long-range plan Metro Connects. The primary goal of updating
these key policy documents is to better reflect and incorporate the principles and
recommendations outlined in the Mobility Framework to center equity and sustainability in
transit decisions. Over the last year and a half, the Regional Transit Committee (RTC) has been
engaging with Metro on these documents and potential changes.
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The Executive plans to transmit the policy updates in late July for possible action by the end of
the year. RTC is expected to begin reviewing the transmitted documents at their September
meeting. In preparation for this, the SCA caucus to RTC has been meeting regularly, including a
number of extra workshops, to find areas of compromise and shared interests and priorities
among the caucus. Through this work, the caucus has developed a set of high-level Guiding
Principles for review and to bring back to PIC in September for possible action. The proposed
Guiding Principles can be found starting on page 19 of the July 14, 2021 PIC packet .
The proposed Guiding Principles are grouped into sections under the headings of equity,
growth, partnerships, and data & information sharing. The caucus wanted to lead the Guiding
Principles with equity as that has been a primary focus in Metro’s updates to align with the
Mobility Framework and to ensure that investments are prioritized where needs are greatest
while avoiding any disproportionate impacts of service changes in any one area of the county.
The Guiding Principles also include priorities around growth and building a robust system that
supports the region’s goals for housing an employment growth. There is a section on
partnerships, and the need to work with SCA and individual communities to incorporate local
knowledge in decision-making. Lastly, the Guiding Principles touch on the need for
transparency and making decisions based on data.
Dawson said the SCA caucus to RTC asked for PIC to review the proposed Guiding Principles to
ensure they reflect the priorities and interests of all SCA cities. If adopted by SCA, the caucus
will then work to make sure that these principles are reflected in policies as RTC begins formal
review of the documents and considers amendments to what is transmitted by the Executive.
The recommended action is to vote tonight to bring these principles back for potential action in
September.
Members were encouraged to review the proposed Guiding Principles with their city councils
and provide any feedback to SCA staff prior to the September PIC meeting.
Dawson noted that Councilmember Jennifer Robertson, Bellevue, who serves as Vice Chair of
RTC and Chair of the SCA RTC Caucus was in attendance to say a few words about the Guiding
Principles.
Councilmember Jennifer Robinson, Bellevue, thanked PIC for reviewing the Guiding Principles
and SCA Policy Analyst Jackie Wheeler for her efforts in support of the work of the SCA RTC
caucus. She said the caucus has worked together to seek to represent all of SCA in their
discussions with other RTC members. She noted that SCA is a minority voice on RTC, but that
having the support of SCA as a whole would help strengthen their positions when working with
other members of the committee.
Councilmember Traci Buxton, Des Moines, suggested adding language to the Guiding Principles
emphasizing the need for first and last mile transit solutions. SCA Executive Director Dawson
said staff would follow-up with RTC caucus members about making that point more explicit in
the proposed principles.
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Mayor Angela Birney, Redmond, thanked everyone who worked on the proposed Guiding
Principles for their efforts.
Councilmember Traci Buxton, Des Moines, moved, seconded by Councilmember Kelli Curtis,
Kirkland, to bring the proposed Guiding Principles including any suggested revisions to the
September PIC meeting for potential action. There was no further discussion. The motion
passed unanimously.
7. Countywide Planning Policies
SCA Policy Director Brian Parry reported that the King County Growth Management Council
(GMPC) met on June 23 and approved a package of amendments to the Countywide Planning
Policies (CPP’s). Action to recommend the policies followed discussion and action on a series of
proposed amendments . The most significant area of discussion centered on affordable housing
policy and in particular how to best ensure that affordable housing need is being met
throughout the county in an equitable manner and that all jurisdictions are doing their part.
To provide a forum to continue discussion of these issues, the GMPC directed the Affordable
Housing Committee (a subcommittee of the GMPC) to commence a collaborative effort over
the next year to reevaluate the issues raised and recommend further CPP housing chapter
amendments by the end of 2022. Setting up a separate track to continue reviewing these issues
allows time for in-depth discussion while the rest of the CPP’s, including various policy updates
and growth targets, move forward to keep with the timing of upcoming updates to local
comprehensive plans that many cities have already begun scoping for.
Revisions to the policies include a much greater focus on planning for health and equity; greater
emphasis on climate change; and, significantly, through local growth targets the CPP’s
implement VISION 2050 at the countywide level, which sought to plan for a much greater share
of the region’s growth to be tied to access to transit connected to job centers.
Parry said that during the process of updating the CPP’s, some concerns were raised that the
draft policies did not go far enough to recognize disparities in affordability by subregion or to
hold jurisdictions accountable to meet their share of projected countywide need. The direction
to the Affordable Housing Committee from the GMPC is to approach this issue in several ways
and provide the GMPC with further potential changes to the housing chapter of the CPP’s by
the end of next year. First is to monitor and report housing supply, including disparities
between subregions, through the Affordable Housing Dashboard and other reporting. In
addition, the Affordable Housing Committee is asked to explore city-level goals and targets for
affordability. These are to be informed by work that the Department of Commerce was directed
to produce during the last legislative session on the same topic. Finally, the Affordable Housing
Committee is tasked with recommending an “accountability and implementation framework”
to equitably meet affordable housing needs throughout the county. What this accountability
mechanism might look like is unclear. This will be an important discussion moving forward at
the Affordable Housing Committee that we will be following closely and anticipate bringing
back to PIC in the future.
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Next steps for the CPP’s as recommended by the GMPC is that they must first be approved by
the County Council and then ratified by at least 30 percent of cities and towns representing at
least 70 percent of the total county population. Upon ratification, the CPP’s become binding on
the County and its 39 cities and provide direction on elements that must be included in local
comprehensive plans.
Councilmember Traci Buxton, Des Moines, asked about the discussions concerning
implementation and accountability and who would be responsible for ensuring goals are being
met. Parry said there is not currently any entity with that authority and that it was an open
question that the Affordable Housing Committee would need to consider in their review.
8. Clean Water Plan
SCA Policy Director Brian Parry provided an update on work in the region to develop a Water
Plan as well as new developments related to nutrient management regulation from the
Department of Ecology.
Over the next few decades, the county is expected to spend billions of dollars in water quality
investments, and the Clean Water Plan will guide those investment decisions whether they be
programs or capital investments. The King County Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) has
been providing monthly briefings to both the Regional Water Quality Committee and the
Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee throughout the planning
process. WTD has presented on the various actions (projects or programs) that they will use to
build potential strategies for further evaluation and assessment to eventually land on a
preferred strategy for council consideration. The Clean Water Plan is expected to be
transmitted by the WTD to the County Council sometime in 2022. WTD has hosted a number of
Elected Officials’ Workshops. The next workshop is scheduled for September 21 and another on
October 22.
Parry noted that the Clean Water Plan will guide substantial public investment and will have
significant long-term effects both in terms of system and water quality improvements as well as
to ratepayers. SCA will continue to update PIC on the planning process for the Clean Water Plan
and opportunities for engagement whether that be through separate SCA workgroups with
interested cities or county‐led efforts.
Parry said the Department of Ecology (DOE) released a draft nutrient management rule in June
with a comment period running through August 16. The general permit addresses discharges
from wastewater facilities to the Puget Sound, and the level of excess nutrients going into the
Sound from those sources. Excess nutrients are, in particular, higher nitrogen concentrations
that result in excessive algae growth, which then leads to a host of negative water quality and
biological outcomes.
As proposed by DOE, King County estimates they will exceed the proposed nutrient limits by
2022. They estimate that a long-term solution would require upgrades to existing and new
facilities, potentially costing into the tens of billions of dollars. Meanwhile, the county notes
that wastewater treatments plants are a relatively small contributor to overall nutrient sources
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feeding into the Sound and is proposing Department of Ecology pursue other approaches to
address the issue that may be both better and more economical.
Parry said King County is preparing a comment letter to the Department of Ecology to highlight
their concerns and they are also creating a template to assist cities who are interested in also
providing comment that should be available by the end of the week. Parry said the letter
template would be sent to SCA members when available.
Mayor Marianne Klaas, Clyde Hill, asked if the proposed new regulations concerning nutrient
management would have a direct impact on work that must be performed by cities or if the
impacts were only to regional wastewater facilities.
9. Solid Waste Rates and Fees
SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson reported on proposed increases to King County Solid
Waste Rates and Fees. At the April 2021 PIC meeting, PIC discussed the topic of 2022 solid
waste rates and fees as well as sewer rates in detail. PIC took emergency action on sewer rates
at that meeting in support of more incremental or gradual rate increases (when necessary) to
mitigate impacts on ratepayers. Since that action, the County Executive transmitted his solid
waste rate proposal to council for consideration that follows an incremental approach. The
proposal would raise the current per‐ton disposal rate by 9.4%, or the equivalent of $0.71 on
the average monthly bill for curbside customers. Both the Solid Waste Advisory Committee
(SWAC) and the Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee (MSWMAC) have
been actively engaged in this process and they have both already submitted letters to the King
County Council recognizing the need for this rate increase to support the solid waste system
and ensure continued work on necessary projects.
The King County Council’s Budget and Fiscal Management Committee is expected to take up
the solid waste rate proposal on July 20 before going to the full council for consideration ahead
of the September 30 deadline.
10. Levies and Ballot Measures
SCA Policy Director Brian Parry reported that several fire district funding measures would be on
the August primary ballot. He also highlighted that the cities of Shoreline and Lake Forest Park
are considering placing measures to fund pedestrian and park improvements on the November
ballot. Vice Chair Boyce said that the Kent Regional Fire Authority was considering seeking
approval for a lifetime fire benefit charge. Councilmember Lorri Bodi, Lake Forest Park said the
city is engaging the public on a potential permanent levy proposal for sidewalks, parks,
bikeways, and other amenities. Councilmember Ross Loudenback, North Bend, said the city was
looking at a Transportation Benefit District renewal proposal for November.
11. Potential Upcoming SCA Issues
SCA Policy Director Brian Parry reported on issues anticipated to come before PIC at future
meetings.
12. Member Roundtable
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Members held a roundtable discussion on what aspects of PIC are most important to members
and their cities, how SCA can ensure that PIC continues to serve the needs of member cities,
and how to best ensure that PIC is accessible, welcoming, and inclusive to all individual
representatives.
13. Informational Items
Chair Malchow noted an informational item in the meeting packet concerning the update to the
regional Hazardous Waste Management Plan.
14. Upcoming Events
Upcoming SCA events include:
a. SCA Board Meeting – Wednesday, July 21, 2021 – 10:00 AM to Noon
b. SCA City Equity Initiatives Presentation – Friday, July 23, 2021 – Noon to 1 PM
c. SCA Presentation: King County Redistricting – Monday, July 26, 2021 – Noon to 1 PM
d. SCA Public Issues Committee Meeting – Wednesday, August 11, 2021 – 7:00 to 9:00 PM
15. For the Good of the Order
No discussion.
16. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM.
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Public Issues Committee Meeting
July 14, 2021
Representative
Alternate

City
Algona
Auburn
Beaux Arts Village
Bellevue
Black Diamond
Bothell
Burien
Carnation
Clyde Hill
Covington
Des Moines
Duvall
Enumclaw
Federal Way
Hunts Point
Issaquah
Kenmore
Kent
Kirkland
Lake Forest Park
Maple Valley
Medina
Mercer Island
Milton
Newcastle
Normandy Park
North Bend
Pacific
Redmond
Renton
Sammamish
SeaTac
Shoreline
Skykomish
Snoqualmie
Tukwila
Woodinville
Yarrow Point

Dave Hill
Nancy Backus
Athena Howes
Janice Zahn
Tamie Deady
James McNeal
Krystal Marx
Dustin Green
Marianne Klaas
Joseph Cimaomo
Traci Buxton
Michelle Hogg
Chance LaFleur
Martin Moore
Joseph Sabey
Tola Marts
David Baker
Bill Boyce
Kelli Curtis
Tom French
Sean Kelly
Jennifer Garone
David Rosenbaum
Jim Gillespie
Linda Newing
Sue-Ann Hohimer
Ross Loudenback
Leanne Guier
Angela Birney
Armondo Pavone
Christie Malchow
Erin Sitterley
Chris Roberts
Henry Sladek
Katherine Ross
Kate Kruller
Gary Harris
Dicker Cahill

none
James Jeyaraj
Tom Stowe
Jeremy Barksdale
Tom Agnew
Nancy Tosta
Kim Lisk
Kim Muromoto
Kristina Soltys
none
Rick Shaffer

none
Lydia Assefa-Dawson
none
Barbara de Michele
Corina Pfeil
Toni Troutner
Toby Nixon
Lorri Bodi
Les Burberry
Jessica Rossman
Benson Wong
Shanna Styron Sherrell
Tony Ventrella
Ernest Thompson
Heather Koellen

none
Vanessa Kritzer
Ed Prince
Kent Treen
Pam Fernald
Will Hall
none
Matt Larson
Zak Idan
Rachel Best-Campbell
none

Cities present at the meeting are bolded. Voting representatives present are highlighted.
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SCA Public Issues Committee – July 14, 2021
Attachment B – Zoom Chat Log
From Earnest Thompson to All panelists : Sorry. Zoom rocks. Decreased carbon imprint. Saves
time and money. For those who feel a need to hug someone ...try your family. At the minimum
keep a hybrid zoom format.
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Thank you Madame Chair, SCA staff, and members of the committee.
For the record I am John Sheller, Government Relations Manager for the King County Library
System, with a brief comment.
As of today, July 14, all KCLS community libraries are fully reopened.
Today caps a long transformative journey for KCLS, and a challenging time for our staff and
patrons.
On behalf of the Library I’d like to thank you for all of your support and encouragement along
the way.

John Sheller
Government Relations Manager
King County Library System
206-595-4291
jsheller@kcls.org
https://twitter.com/kclsjohnsheller
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September 8, 2021
SCA PIC Meeting

Item 6:
Member Roundtable
DISCUSSION
SCA Staff Contact
Deanna Dawson, Executive Director, 206-495-3265, deanna@soundcities.org
Update
Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, cities have been sharing their plans in various SCA
forums including at meetings of city managers, mayors, and at the Public Issues Committee
(PIC). At the September 2021 PIC meeting, members will hold a roundtable discussion on
city plans for meetings, events, and staffing in light of the most recent developments in the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Background
Earlier this summer, many cities had begun to reopen their city halls and had either started
holding in person meetings or were planning to do so in early fall. In light of recent
developments including the Delta variant and the increase in Covid cases, hospitalizations, and
deaths, many cities have begun to rethink those plans. Cities have also been discussing how to
manage personnel issues including whether to require vaccination and/or masking in the
workplace. At the September PIC meeting, we will hold a roundtable discussion to allow each
member to share their city’s plans on these and other Covid-related topics.
For more information, contact SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson at
deanna@soundcities.org or 206-495-3265.
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September 8, 2021
SCA PIC Meeting

Item 7:
Metro Policy Updates and SCA Guiding Principles
POTENTIAL ACTION
SCA Staff Contact
Brian Parry, SCA Policy Director, brian@soundcities.org, 206-499-4159
SCA Regional Transit Committee Members
Councilmember Jennifer Robertson, Bellevue (Caucus Chair); Council President Toni Troutner,
Kent (Caucus Vice Chair); Councilmember Bob Baggett, Auburn; Councilmember Susan Chang,
Shoreline; Mayor Leanne Guier, Pacific; Mayor Kim Lisk, Carnation; Councilmember Ryan
McIrvin, Renton; Councilmember Jon Pascal, Kirkland; Councilmember Jeralee Anderson,
Redmond (alternate); Councilmember Joseph Ciamomo, Covington (alternate); Mayor Dave Hill,
Algona (alternate); Mayor Mary Lou Pauly, Issaquah (alternate)
Potential Action
To recommend the following Guiding Principles for adoption by the SCA Board of Directors:
Proposed SCA Guiding Principles for Metro Policy Updates
Purpose Statement: The Sound Cities Association (SCA) adopts the following Guiding
Principles related to the 2021 updates to King County Metro’s policy documents: the
Strategic Plan for Public Transportation, the Service Guidelines, and Metro Connects. These
Guiding Principles reflect priorities and concerns shared by SCA member jurisdictions and will
be used to guide the SCA representatives to the Regional Transit Committee (RTC) in
recommending amendments as necessary and approving final legislation.
Equity
1. Public transit is an important tool to address historic inequities across the region.
SCA encourages Metro to prioritize investments where needs are greatest while
distributing the benefits and burden of system changes across King County and
avoiding disproportionate impacts of service reductions or restructures in any one
area of the county.
2. SCA urges Metro to provide service for all communities throughout King County
based on existing and future land use and growth management. Access to the
region’s transit system is especially critical for those riders whose financial
circumstances do not allow for other transportation choices and leave them highly
reliant on public transit.
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3. SCA urges Metro to focus on providing affordable access and convenient
connections, including first- and last-mile connections, to essential services and to
transit centers, local and regional growth centers, and manufacturing/industrial
centers.
Growth
4. SCA member jurisdictions have committed to meet the region’s goals for housing and
employment growth. A robust public transit system that is accessible, safe, and
efficient is necessary to support the growth of healthy, livable, sustainable, and
equitable communities.
Partnerships
5. SCA encourages Metro to continue incorporating robust public outreach and
community partnerships to co-create an equitable transit system that supports healthy
communities, a thriving economy, and a sustainable environment that benefits all of
King County.
6. SCA urges Metro to incorporate local knowledge in decision-making about service
changes. SCA members bring valuable data and insight about local mobility needs and
the local planning context.
7. SCA urges Metro to provide convenient connections from rural, suburban, and urban
areas of the county to Sound Transit Sounder, Link light rail, bus rapid transit services,
and to Metro RapidRide and express bus services. Transit transfers should be an
attractive alternative to driving to stations.
Data and Information Sharing
8. SCA encourages Metro to include clarity in the definitions of terms and metrics in the
Service Guidelines and Metro Connects so there is transparency in Metro’s decisions
about the allocation of transit service.
9. SCA urges Metro to continue providing consistent and transparent reporting on data
and processes used to determine the allocation of transit service including financial,
ridership, and service level data.
10. Past reductions, additions, or restructures should be thoroughly analyzed for impacts to
riders and communities. Those impacts and any proposed changes should be
communicated to riders and local partners. A clear transition process for service
changes should be developed by Metro; this process should be completed before any
service change is implemented.
Background
King County Metro is currently working to update their three major policy documents: the
Strategic Plan for Public Transportation, Service Guidelines, and their long-range plan called
Metro Connects. On July 23, 2021, the King County Executive transmitted Metro’s proposed
updates to these documents and the Regional Transit Committee (RTC) will begin review of the
documents at their September meeting.
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To prepare for these conversations, the SCA Caucus to RTC has requested that SCA consider
adopting a set of Guiding Principles that represent the high-level priorities and concerns of
cities to guide the caucus in ensuring those are reflected in the policy updates and any
proposed amendments this fall. To ensure that the principles identified do truly reflect the
interests and priorities of SCA, the Guiding Principles were presented to PIC for review and
consideration at the July 14 PIC meeting.
Incorporating PIC Feedback into Guiding Principles
Based on feedback from the July PIC meeting, the SCA Caucus to RTC proposed amending one
of the Guiding Principles to incorporate language regarding “first- and last-mile connections.”
The language was added to proposed Guiding Principle #3 which now reads as follows:
3. SCA urges Metro to focus on providing affordable access and convenient connections,
including first- and last-mile connections, to essential services and to transit centers,
local and regional growth centers, and manufacturing/industrial centers.
PIC will continue reviewing the proposed Guiding Principles and consider taking action at the
September 8 PIC meeting.
Next Steps
At the September PIC meeting, members will review and consider taking action to recommend
the SCA Board adopt the Guiding Principles for Metro’s 2021 Policy Updates as recommended
by the SCA Caucus to RTC. If adopted, the caucus will work to ensure that the policies
incorporated in the final language reflect these principles. Staff will continue to update PIC on
the work of RTC as they consider the proposed updates and any potential amendments.
Questions and comments can be directed to SCA Policy Director Brian Parry at
brian@soundcities.org or 206-499-4159.
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Item 8:
Ecology Nutrient General Permit
UPDATE

September 9, 2021
SCA PIC Meeting

SCA Staff Contact
Brian Parry, SCA Policy Director, brian@soundcities.org, 206-499-4159
SCA Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC) Members
Mayor Penny Sweet, Kirkland (Caucus Chair); Mayor Leanne Guier, Pacific; Mayor Benson
Wong, Mercer Island; Councilmember Conrad Lee, Bellevue; Councilmember Zandria Michaud,
Kent (alternate); Councilmember Chris Stearns, Auburn (alternate)
Update
At the July PIC meeting, members were briefed on the Washington State Department of
Ecology’s intent to develop a Nutrient General Permit regulating discharges from wastewater
treatment plants into Puget Sound.
The purpose of the regulations is to reduce the discharge of nutrients, such as nitrogen and
phosphorus, which can interfere with the health of the Puget Sound and its marine life when
found in excess amounts. At the July PIC meeting, members were briefed on concerns related
to the new rulemaking that have been raised by wastewater treatment plant operators in
King County, including King County Wastewater Treatment Division who is responsible for
processing wastewater collected in most urban areas of King County.
Ecology held a public comment period on the draft General Permit that ended on August 2.
Numerous SCA cities provided comment letters to Ecology, as did King County along with
dozens of cities outside King County and local sewer agencies. Themes from those letters
include questions about the modelling being used; the financial effects on ratepayers; and
the need for additional regional collaboration. The full set of comment letters can be found
here. Ecology is expected to respond to comments received and issue the General Permit in
the Fall of 2021.
Background
In January 2020, the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) announced their intent
to develop a Nutrient General Permit aimed at reducing the amount of excess nutrients,
particularly nitrogen, being discharged into the Puget Sound from domestic wastewater
treatment plants. The Permit would apply to 58 wastewater treatment plants discharging into
the waters of Puget Sound. This includes facilities operated by King County Wastewater
Treatment Division (WTD), which is responsible for processing wastewater collected in most
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urban areas in King County, as well as other treatment plants that serve SCA member cities and
discharge into the Puget Sound.
Ecology released their draft General Permit for public review and comment on June 16 and they
are expected to make a decision on permit issuance in late 2021. Additional information can be
found on Ecology’s Nutrient General Permit website.
At the June PIC meeting, members were briefed on concerns with the draft permit raised by the
King County Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD). Some of these concerns include the
significant capital and operating costs that would be necessary to achieve compliance and the
ensuing impacts on ratepayers; uncertainty around the scientific model that Ecology is using to
justify the permit; the need for greater engagement with residents, businesses, and other
stakeholders; and whether other alternatives should be considered by Ecology to manage
nutrient discharge in a more effective and flexible way. Following the June PIC meeting, SCA
staff distributed a comment letter template developed by King County WTD for members to
consider using as a basis for individual letters to Ecology.
Numerous SCA cities provided comment letters to Ecology, as did King County along with
dozens of cities outside King County and local sewer agencies. Many of the comment letters
focused on themes similar to those raised by King County WTD, including questions about the
modelling being used; the financial effects on ratepayers; and the need for additional regional
collaboration. The full set of comment letters can be found here.
Next Steps
Ecology is required to provide a response to comments received during the public comment
period. Responses from Ecology are expected to be completed in mid-November 2021. SCA will
continue to monitor and update PIC members. Questions or feedback can be provided to SCA
Policy Director Brian Parry, brian@soundcities.org, 206-499-4159.
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Item 9:
2022 Regional Board and Committee Appointments
DISCUSSION

September 8, 2021
SCA PIC Meeting

SCA Staff Contact
Deanna Dawson, Executive Director, 206-495-3265, deanna@soundcities.org
Discussion
The Sound Cities Association (SCA) has appointing authority to numerous regional boards
and committees. The appointment process occurs in late fall each year. In the interest of
being as transparent and inclusive as possible, SCA staff will brief the Public Issues
Committee (PIC) on how the process works and answer questions about the appointment
process at the September PIC meeting.
Background
The Sound Cities Association (SCA) has appointing authority to numerous regional boards and
committees. These regional boards and committees cover important topics including affordable
housing and homelessness, children and youth, economic development, emergency
management, flood control, growth management and land use, health, solid waste,
transportation, and water quality.
A committee made up of one Public Issues Committee (PIC) representative from each SCA
caucus (North, Snoqualmie Valley, South, and South Valley) called the PIC Nominating
Committee is appointed by the PIC Chair each October. Current PIC Nominating Committee
members are Chris Roberts, Shoreline (North), Councilmember Ross Loudenback, North Bend
(Snoqualmie Valley), Councilmember Traci Buxton, Des Moines (South), and Councilmember
Chance LaFleur, Enumclaw (South Valley). Councilmember Roberts has indicated that he will be
stepping off the committee this year, creating a vacancy in the North.
The PIC Nominating Committee makes initial recommendations on appointments to the PIC.
The PIC in turn makes a recommendation to the SCA Board, which makes the final
appointments. For 2022, that decision is anticipated be made at the December 15, 2021 Board
meeting.
SCA staff have prepared answers to frequently asked questions about the appointment process:

2022 REGIONAL BOARD AND COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS – FAQs
1. How do I apply to serve on a regional board/committee?
You can apply by filling out the new SCA appointment form, which will be emailed to all
SCA members. If you are applying to serve on multiple committees, please fill out a form
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for each committee, and rank your preference in the form. (You do not need to submit
supporting documents more than once.) If you have questions or challenges filling out
the form, you can contact our Director of Finance and Administration Leah Willoughby
at leah@soundcities.org.
2. What is the timeline for applications for 2022?
Here is the tentative timeline for 2022 appointments:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Call for nominations sent - October 8, 2021
Deadline for applications – November 4, 2021
PIC Nominating Committee meets – November 19, 2021
Possible Nominating Committee follow up meeting – November 30, 2021
SCA PIC makes a recommendation– December 8, 2021
SCA Board of Directors finalizes– December 15, 2021

3. Who decides who gets appointed to regional boards and committees?
A committee made up of one Public Issues Committee (PIC) representative from each
SCA caucus (North, Snoqualmie Valley, South, and South Valley) called the PIC
Nominating Committee is appointed by the PIC Chair each October. The PIC Nominating
Committee makes initial recommendations on appointments to the PIC. The PIC in turn
makes a recommendation to the SCA Board, who makes the final appointments for
members and alternates to the regional boards and committees. For 2022, that decision
is anticipated be made at the December 15, 2021 Board meeting.
4. What should I include in my application?
You may include a brief statement of why you want to serve on the committee, and a
brief summary of your background, experience, and subject matter knowledge relevant
to the committee.
5. Do I apply as an individual, or does my city need to approve my application?
That is up to your individual city to decide. In some cities, the mayor submits all
applications on behalf of the city. In some cities, the city council votes or confers
informally on the applications before they are submitted. In others, each individual
councilmember simply applies for the committees that they are interested in.
6. Can more than one person from a city serve on a particular committee at a time?
No. Only one member from each city may serve on an individual committee at a time.
7. What happens if more than one person from my city wants to serve on a particular
committee?
You and your city will need to work that out, and designate one person to apply for your
city. The method for doing this is left to the individual city.
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If more than one person from a city applies to serve on a particular committee, SCA will
not choose between the two. The end result will be that neither will be appointed.
8. Are all committees open to all SCA members?
There are some committees in which not all cities participate. In those (rare) cases, only
participating jurisdictions are eligible for appointment. (If in doubt, check with SCA staff
on any special committee requirements.)
In addition, on some committees, some cities have their own individual seats. For
example, cities with populations of over 80,000 have their own seats on the PSRC
Executive Board. On that committee, SCA has appointing authority for other cities, and
only those cities that do not have their own seats are eligible to apply for the SCA
appointed seats. In addition, the PSRC Operations Committee is a subcommittee of the
PSRC Executive Board, and is only open to members of that body.
9. Do I have to reapply if I am currently serving on a committee?
In general, yes, you need to reapply. Most boards and committees have one-year terms,
and you must reapply each year.
Per SCA Board policies, appointments may be continued from year to year, upon
recommendation of the Public Issues Committee and approval of the Board of Directors,
based on:
•
•
•
•

past participation and continued interest in serving,
successful representation of membership interests in past efforts,
information from the caucus chair, if any,
comparative need for organizational continuity in any appointment.

Some committees have multi-year terms (established by the external entity). If you are
in the middle of a multi-year term, you do not need to reapply. Check with the SCA staff
member assigned to your committee if you are not sure when your term expires. (And if
in doubt, submit an application!)
It should also be noted that there is a six-year term limit for SCA appointments to
regional boards and committees. This limitation does not apply to alternates to regional
boards and committees. The SCA bylaws provide that in extraordinary circumstances,
the Board may make exceptions to the six-year term limit upon the recommendation of
the PIC nominating committee and the PIC when a supermajority (2/3) of Board
members present and voting at a meeting finds that doing so would be in the best
interests of SCA and its member cities.
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10. What criteria does the PIC Nominating Committee use in deciding who to appoint to
regional boards and committees?
SCA Board Policies state that the PIC Nominating Committee shall look at the following
factors:
•
•
•
•
•
•

geographic distribution
size distribution
governance distribution
ability to serve, interest in serving, past participation
knowledge of the subject matter
Preference shall be given to current SCA members (e.g., elected officials in SCA
member cities)

11. Do I need to serve as an alternate before I become a member?
No, but in many cases, individuals are appointed as alternates before becoming a full
member of the committee. Alternates are generally given priority when an opening for a
member occurs.
12. What is the role of an alternate on a regional board or committee?
In most cases, SCA alternates serving on regional boards and committees participate at
the table/on the dais (or the virtual table or dais, as the case may be!) and engage in
debate and discussion just like members do. The only difference is that alternates only
vote if a member is absent. SCA appointees serving as an alternate are expected to
attend all meetings and all caucus meetings just like committee members do.
13. What responsibilities do I have as an SCA appointee to regional boards and
committees?
As noted above, all SCA appointees (including members and alternates) are expected to
attend all committee meetings, and all caucus meetings. SCA appointees are expected
to read materials and come to meetings prepared. They are asked to maintain good
communication with SCA staff, and to attend the annual SCA orientation for regional
board and committee appointees, which will be held in January. Appointees are also
encouraged to attend PIC meetings when the PIC will be discussing issues that are
coming before the committee or board on which you serve.
14. Who am I representing on a regional board or committee? Myself? My city? SCA?
You are being appointed to serve on behalf of SCA, and all 38 cities that we represent.
For that reason, you are expected to try and represent the interests of all SCA cities, not
just your own city, or your own personal views. When you are coming to the table
representing 38 cities and more than a million people, your voice carries more weight!
Pursuant to SCA Board Policy 701, “A member representing SCA is expected to reflect
policy which has been developed by SCA when sitting as a member of any regional
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committee, board or task force.” SCA representatives serving on regional boards and
committees shall endeavor to avoid taking positions that are harmful to any SCA
member cities. SCA appointees shall follow the following protocols when serving on
regional boards and committees:
1) When the PIC & Board adopt a public policy position, it shall be binding on
SCA representatives serving on regional boards and committees;
2) In the absence of such a position, the SCA caucus of a given board or
committee shall attempt to develop a caucus position that represents the
consensus of the caucus, based (where applicable) on existing SCA
policy positions;
3) Where no policy position has been adopted by the PIC and Board, and the
caucus is unable to reach a consensus position, individual members shall be
free to vote their conscience, with the caveat that no SCA representative to a
regional board or committee shall vote in a manner that is at odds with an
adopted SCA policy position.
15. What is a “caucus meeting”?
Prior to committee meetings, SCA appointees (both members and alternates) typically
meet as a group to discuss the issues that will be on the committee agenda. This is an
opportunity to share ideas with your fellow SCA appointees, to hear background
information from staff, and to be well-prepared when you go out on the dais. These
caucus meetings are a very important part of serving as an SCA appointee on a regional
board or committee.
16. How do I get experience serving on a committee?
You can get experience by serving as a member or alternate on other boards and
committees. New members are encouraged to volunteer to serve. By serving on a
committee, even if it is not your first choice, you gain experience that is strongly
considered by the Nominating Committee. Attending PIC is another great way to get
experience.
17. Can newly elected officials be appointed to regional boards and committees?
Nothing in the SCA Bylaws or Board Policies precludes newly elected officials from being
appointed to regional boards and committees. As a practical matter, it may be
challenging for a newly elected official to get up to speed on the issues on a regional
board or committee at the same time as they are learning the ropes as a new
councilmember or mayor, and a newly elected official may not have the same
knowledge of subject matter and level of past participation that the PIC Nominating
Committee may consider when making appointment recommendations. The 2022 Call
for Nominations will be shared with current elected officials and city staff. Cities are free
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to share the Call for Nominations with councilmembers and/or mayors elected in their
jurisdictions in November 2021 if they wish to do so.
18. How many committees can I apply to serve on?
There is no limit to the number of committees that you can apply for. However, we ask
that you rank the committees in order of your interest. You are encouraged to apply to
more than one committee, in case there are no vacancies on your first choice
committee.
19. How do I decide which committees to serve on?
We encourage you to take the time to review the SCA Regional Committee and Board
Appointment booklet. (Note – this link is to the 2020 booklet.) This document gives
details on the subject matter of each regional board and committee. It also tells you
when and where the committee meets, so you can ensure that the committee will work
with your schedule. You can then determine which committee(s) best match up with
your city’s priorities, and your interests. You are welcome (and encouraged) to watch a
meeting of the committee before applying to serve. You are also welcome to contact
SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson or SCA Policy Director Brian Parry with
questions.
Next Steps
The tentative schedule for 2022 appointments is as follows:
• Call for nominations - October 8, 2021
• Nominating Committee appointed - October 13, 2021
• Deadline for applications – November 4, 2021
• PIC Nominating Committee meets – November 19, 2021
• Possible Nominating Committee follow up meeting – November 30, 2021
• SCA PIC makes a recommendation– December 8, 2021
• SCA Board of Directors finalizes– December 15, 2021
SCA staff and the SCA Board would appreciate feedback on ways to make the appointment
process as transparent and inclusive as possible. To provide feedback or more information,
contact SCA Executive Director Deanna Dawson at deanna@soundcities.org or 206-495-3265.
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September 8, 2021
SCA PIC Meeting

Item 10:
Levies and Ballot Measures in King County
UPDATE
SCA Staff Contact
Brian Parry, Policy Director, brian@soundcities.org, (206) 499-4159
Update
This is a monthly item on the PIC agenda to share information on recent and upcoming local
levies and ballot measures in King County jurisdictions. Items identified as “potential future
ballot measures” are under consideration or reflect potential renewal of an existing levy but have
not been approved to be placed on the ballot and may not ultimately move forward.
Please send information on any upcoming measures affecting your city to SCA Policy Director
Brian Parry at brian@soundcities.org or 206-499-4159.
Results of Ballot Measures – August 2021
Jurisdiction
Measure
King County
Best Starts for Kids Levy Renewal
Puget Sound
Regional Fire
Authority
Fire District 2

Fire District 10
East Pierce Fire
and Rescue
East Pierce Fire
and Rescue
Snoqualmie
Pass Fire and
Rescue

Permanent Fire Benefit Charge

Property tax levy of $1.50 per $1,000 of assessed value
and setting the base by which annual increases of up to
6% over the six-year levy period would be established
Fire Benefit Charge Renewal for ten years
Property tax levy of $0.50 per $1,000 of assessed value
for EMS services. Rate adjusted each of the next ten
years to remain at $0.50 per $1,000 of assessed value.
Property tax levy of $1.50 per $1,000 of assessed value
and setting the base by which annual increases of up to
6% over the four-year levy period would be established
Property tax levy of $1.00 per $1,000 of assessed value
for 2022.

Result
Approved: 62.77%
Rejected: 37.23%
Approved: 73.40%
Rejected: 26.60%
Approved: 59.48%
Rejected: 40.52%
Approved: 77.79%
Rejected: 22.21%
Approved: 64.77%
Rejected: 35.23%
Approved: 55.62%
Rejected: 44.38%
Approved: 75.00%
Rejected: 25.00%

Potential Future Ballot Measures – SCA Cities
Year
Month
Jurisdiction
Measure
2021
November Shoreline
General obligation bonds for parks and recreation
improvements
.

SCA PIC September 8, 2021
Item 10

27

2021
2021

November Lake Forest
Park
November North Bend

Levy lid lift for parks and sidewalks
Transportation Benefit District Renewal

Potential Future Ballot Measures – Other Jurisdictions and Special Purpose Districts
Year
Month
Jurisdiction
Measure
2022
King County
Levy lid lift
Library System
2023
King County
Veterans, Seniors, and Human Services levy renewal
2024
King County
Automated Fingerprint Identification System levy
renewal
2025
King County
Parks levy renewal
2025
King County
EMS levy renewal
.

Next Steps
Please share this information with your city and provide information on upcoming elections in
your city to SCA Policy Director Brian Parry at brian@soundcities.org or 206-499-4159.
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SCA PIC Meeting

Item 11:
Potential Upcoming SCA Issues
UPDATE
SCA Staff Contact
Brian Parry, Policy Director, brian@soundcities.org, (206) 499-4159
Update
This is an ongoing, monthly PIC item noting issues that SCA members have asked to be
brought to the PIC.
Potential Issues
The following is a list of some of the major regional issues that are anticipated to be coming
forward in 2021 that will be discussed at SCA and at regional boards and committees:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Continuing to address COVID-19
Economic recovery
Sheriff’s Office reforms
Equity and inclusion
Metro service and long-range plans
Updates to the Countywide Planning Policies
Affordable housing and homelessness
Solid waste rate restructure and the future of recycling and disposal
Development of a Clean Water Plan
Emergency management coordination
VISION 2050 implementation

Webinar Recordings
Due to COVID-19 restrictions on in-person meetings, SCA transitioned to hosting many events
and trainings virtually. Recordings of several previous SCA webinars can be found on the SCA
website.
Next Steps
SCA staff and Board would appreciate feedback from all our member cities on priorities, and on
ideas for how to engage during the public health crisis when meetings must be held virtually.
If you or your city has feedback, please contact SCA Policy Director Brian Parry,
brian@soundcities.org or 206-499-4159.
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Item 12a:
SCA Equity Initiatives Inventory
INFORMATION
SCA Staff Contact
Brian Parry, Policy Director, 206-499-4159, brian@soundcities.org

Update
Many SCA cities are engaged in actions both internally and externally to address racial
equity. In June, PIC members were briefed on an effort by SCA staff to create an inventory
of SCA member equity initiatives. The SCA Equity Initiatives Inventory serves to provide a
point-in-time look at which cities are engaging in equity work, and what the most common
strategies are. The goal of the Inventory is to create transparency around equity activities as
well as minimize possibilities of recreating the wheel.
PIC members were briefed on the development of the Equity Initiatives Inventory at the
June 2021 meeting and the Inventory was presented on July 23 as part of SCA’s Racial
Equity and Justice Series. A current version of the SCA Equity Initiatives Inventory can be
found on the SCA website
( http://soundcities.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Equity-Initiatives-Inventory-08-2021.pdf ).
Next Steps
For more information, contact SCA Policy Director Brian Parry at brian@soundcities.org or 206499-4159.
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